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Background: Why Learn About Other World Religions
Be Ready...

The Bible tells us to be ready to explain the hope that we have as Christians (1 Peter 3:15). While this verse is talking about witnessing to 
others and telling them of the hope Jesus has given us through salvation, many conversations about faith, belief, religion and God in-
evitably reference or even center on other faiths that have opposing viewpoints. Even those who claim to adhere to no religion whatsoever 
often have formed their worldview on a mish-mash of religious inaccuracies or half-truths. Therefore, we must be able to solidly compare 
Truth with inaccurate information. Though this doesn’t mean we should study other religions, we should certainly have a basic under-
standing of other belief systems, and most importantly, where they deviate from the Truth of God’s Word.

Firm But Not Harsh 
The Bible clearly tells us that if we don’t have love, we have nothing. It is of utmost importance to clarify information and to pass on Truth 
in a manner that is borne out of concern for the other party. 

This notwithstanding, Truth is not “relative” and we must kindly disagree with that which falls outside of the Word of God.

Why We Cannot Accept Other World Religions

The Devil has consistently created a counterfeit religious option for man to accept and believe in.  Religions that create new doctrines and 
theologies are nothing more than Satan’s attempt to keep man from finding Truth. 

Truth will not change depending on environment, culture, status, etc. Truth will be right, correct, and ultimately worth-while for all of 
time. 

Christianity and other world religions are irreconcilable.  One viewpoint must be correct and the other incorrect.  There are logical reasons 
and “proofs” that can be used to show why the Bible should be taken as the ultimate Truth and authority, but in the end, Christians are a 
people of faith, and anyone who seeks to become a Christian will ultimately have to take a step of faith after reviewing the facts. 

Thoughts on Teaching These Lessons

In the opinion of this teacher, there are a few important things to remember when considering teaching children about other world reli-
gions:

1. Teach them about OUR faith first. Some might “save the best for last” as it were, but instead, I think it a better idea to give children a 
firm foundation. Focus them on the beliefs, tenants and anchors of our own faith first. The main reason I think this is best is that it al-
lows for comparison. If you take a week or two and instruct them on WHY the Bible is the infallible Word of God and WHY we be-
lieve Jesus really is God and HOW we got the Bible we have today, they will have an irrefutable truth to compare the erroneous claims 
of other religions to. 

2. Be careful that you don’t give any merit to these other religions. You don’t need to be overly pessimistic, but be factual. Show where 
the errors are. Explain to children how things cannot be true as other religions claim they are. Children are “why” creatures and wish 
to KNOW. Give them answers on their level and they will leave your class with expanded faith renewed appreciation for Truth. Be 
sure you teach them to be thankful for truth, unwavering in refuting that which is not, and yet kind, loving  and prayerful toward 
those who are misguided in their beliefs. If you had been taught to believe junk food was nourishing and good food was bad for you, 
we would not consider you a BAD person, only mis-informed. So it is with those who put their faith in Allah, Budda, Mary or anyone 
else other than Jesus. 

3. Do not allow children to engage in any of the practices of other religions. The better way to expose children to other religious practices 
is to explain them with photos. Share the factual information about other religions without engaging in any of their spiritual practices.  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Our Statement of Faith  
(Capital Community Church)

• In essential beliefs - we have UNITY. "We are all one body, we have the same Spirit, and we have all 

been called to the same glorious future. There is only one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and there is 

only one God and Father, who is over us all and in us all and living through us all." (Ephesians 4:4-6) 

• In non-essential beliefs - we have LIBERTY. "Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judg-
ment on disputable matters ... Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he 

stands or falls ... So then each of us will give an account of himself to God ... So whatever you believe 

about these things keep between yourself and God." (Romans 14:1-22) 

• In all our beliefs - we show CHARITY. "... If I hold in my mind not only all human knowledge but also 

the very secrets of God, and if I have the faith that can move mountains - but have no love, I amount 
to nothing at all." (1 Corinthians 13:2)

About the Bible

We believe the Bible to be inspired of God, the infallible Word of God. "All scripture is given by inspira-

tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness." (2 

Timothy 3:16)

The Bible is the only God-given authority which man possesses; therefore, all doctrine, faith, hope, and 

all instruction for the church must be based upon, and harmonize with, the Bible. It is given to be read 

and studied, and can only be clearly understood by those who are anointed by the Holy Spirit. (1 John 

2:27) "No prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old 

time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." (2 Peter 
1:20-21)

About the One True God

We believe in the one ever-living, eternal God; infinite in power, holy in nature, attributes and purpose; 

and possessing absolute, indivisible deity. This one true God has revealed Himself as the Father, in cre-
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ation; through His Son, in redemption; and as the Holy Spirit, by emanation. (1 Corinthians 8:6, 2 

Corinthians 5:19, Joel 2:28, Ephesians 4:6)

"The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord." (Mark 12:29, 

Deuteronomy 6:4) "One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all." (Eph-

esians 4:6)

Before the incarnation, this one true God manifested Himself in various ways. In the incarnation, He 

manifested Himself in the Son, who walked among men. As He works in the lives of believers, He man-

ifests Himself as the Holy Spirit.

About the Son of God

We believe the one true God, Jehovah of the Old Testament, took upon Himself the form of man, and as 

the Son of man was born of the virgin Mary. "And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: 

God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed 

on in the world, received up into glory." (2 Timothy 3:16) "He came unto his own, and his own received 

him not." (John 1:11) This one true God was manifest in the flesh, that is, in His Son Jesus Christ. "God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them." (2 Corinthi-

ans 5:19)

We believe that "in [Jesus] dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily." (Colossians 2:9) "For it 

pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell." (Colossians 1:19) Therefore, Jesus in His hu-

manity was man; in His deity He was and is God. His flesh was the lamb, or the sacrifice of God for our 
sins. He is the only mediator between God and man. "For there is one God, and one mediator between 

God and men, the man Christ Jesus." (1 Timothy 2:5)

Jesus on His Father's side was divine, and on His mother's side was human. Thus, He was known as the 

Son of God and also the Son of man, or the God-man. "Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given … 

and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the prince of 
peace." (Isaiah 9:6)
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About Human Beings

In the beginning God created man innocent, pure and holy; but through the sin of disobedience Adam 

and Eve, the first of the human race, fell from their holy state, and God was forced to banish them from 

their paradise in the Garden of Eden. Thus, by mankind's disobedience, sin entered into the world and 
the human family. (Genesis 1:27, Romans 3:23, 5:12) Although every human being has tremendous po-

tential for good, each of us is marred by our inborn sinful nature and its actions, separating us from God 

and causing many problems in our lives. All men are eternally lost outside of the redemptive work of 

Christ. (Ephesians 2:12, Galatians 2:15-16, 5:6, Romans 3:23-26, 6:23, Mark 16:16)

About Salvation

We receive salvation not by our own merit, but by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. We are 

made partakers of this salvation through obeying the Gospel in repentance from sins, baptism in the 

name of the Lord Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and by receiving the baptism of the Holy Ghost 

with the initial sign of speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance. We are baptized by this 
one Spirit into the Body of Christ. (Romans 5:1, 6:1-6, 6:17, Ephesians 2:8, Acts 2:38, 1 Corinthians 12:13) 

There is no salvation outside of obedience to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. "Neither is there salvation in 

any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be 

saved." (Acts 4:12) 

About Holiness

Godly living must characterize the life of every child of the Lord, and we must live according to the pat-

tern and example given in the Word of God. "For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared 

to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 

and godly, in this present world." (Titus 2:11-12)

Issues of holiness are not salvation issues in and of themselves; rather, they are Christian maturity 

("sanctification") issues. "Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the 

Lord." (Hebrews 12:14) However, if we choose not to obey God in these areas, our willful disobedience 

will eventually become a salvation issue. (1 Corinthians 3:16-17, 2 Corinthians 6:17 - 7:1)
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About Eternity

We believe in the personal and imminent return of our Lord Jesus Christ to "catch away" His church (the 

Rapture), and in a subsequent period of intense distress for those who remain on the earth (the Tribula-

tion), which will be followed by the Lord's personal return to earth with His saints to rule for one thou-
sand years (the Millennial Reign). Thus, the people of God should earnestly and hopefully look forward 

to the Second Coming of Christ. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17, Acts 1:11, 3:19-21, 2 Thessalonians 2:1, 1 

Corinthians 11:26, 15:51-54, Philippians 3:20-21, Revelation 22:20, Titus 2:13-14, Matthew 24) In the end, 

all the dead will be summoned before the Great White Throne for their final judgment, and all whose 

names are not found written in the Book of Life will be cast into the Lake of Fire. (Matthew 25:41, Reve-
lation 20:15, 21:8) The redeemed will live for all eternity in the presence of God. (Revelation 21:2-4, 

21:23-27, 22:3-5, 22:14) Heaven and Hell are real places of eternal existence.  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SUNDAY SCHOOL - CAPITAL COMMUNITY CHURCH GRADE LEVEL: 3-5

World Religions: US! 
Objective
4. To teach children the basics of OUR faith so that they can understand how our faith compares to other faiths 

they will be learning about.  

Scripture
1 Peter 3:15: But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that as-
keth you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 

BEFORE TEACHING, READ THROUGH OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH (OR YOUR OWN) AND BECOME FAMILIAR WITH THE BIBLICAL 
TRUTHS YOU WILL BE TEACHING. THIS KNOWLEDGE WILL HELP THE ACTIVITIES BELOW MAKE SENSE.

1. INTRO - STICK ‘EM UP BELIEFS 
1. To show kids that there are varying “levels” of beliefs, have them categorize “truths” into two categories: 

ALWAYS TRUE and NOT ALWAYS TRUE. Write down truths on brightly colored paper strips and 
draw two columns on a whiteboard. Call kids up one at a time; read them the “truth” and have them use 
magnets or tape to place the truth in one of the categories. As an alternative, you could write “truths” on 
large popsicle sticks and have kids place them in different buckets. 
Some ideas include... 

1. People like ice cream. 
2. People are born. 
3. People like to vacation in warm places. 
4. People will die someday.  
5. Christians love God. 
6. Christians can’t listen to any music unless its Christian music. 
7. Christians need to dress in a particular way.  
8. Christians need to be nice to all kinds of people. 

 As you will note, the truths get harder and harder to split into categories (and you can  make up more to 
illustrate the point). This leads nicely into your third point about beliefs:  in ALL our beliefs, we practice charity.   

ESSENTIAL beliefs are things that are absolutely necessary for Christians to do as soon as they know about 
them. NON-ESSENTIAL beliefs are things that the Bible isn’t as clear on, so some Christians have different 

ideas about these beliefs, and in these beliefs, it’s important to follow your pastor, and what you feel the Lord wants 
YOU to do. 
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We practice CHARITY (love) in all beliefs because if we don’t have love, we have nothing, the Bible says. Kids 
should understand that whether or not others practice the same NON-ESSENTIAL beliefs as them is not worth 

worrying about. We only need to be concerned about the ESSENTIALS.  

2. BIBLE - WHAT ARE THE ODDS WRITING ACTIVITY 
1. Kids must believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God. If they don’t believe this, they will always 

have trouble believing that what it says is absolute, infallible truth. Explain that the Bible was written by 
several DOZEN authors over a span of 1600 years on several different continents.  
Ask the kids whether or not they think each of them could write on a topic and write about the exact same 
truths, without speaking to each other or knowing what the others were writing. 
Now, give each child a piece of paper and pen. Give them a generic topic (i.e. the beach, Disneyland, 
church, travel) and tell them to write down ONE word. See how many times the SAME word comes up 
among your students. The ODDS are that most kids will write down a DIFFERENT word from their 
neighbor.  
Do this with a few topics and see what’s more likely... Will the kids write the same thing or all write unique 
words? Usually they will each write something DIFFERENT. Imagine, then, how crazy it is that all these 
biblical authors wrote things about the Bible in all kinds of different places and times, and yet no one wrote 
anything that disproved another author (made another author’s book/story/writing incorrect). Amazing! 
This tells us that the Bible really is God’s Word, because only God could make something like that happen. 

2. 2 Timothy 3:16 says that all scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction and for instruction in righteousness. Discuss with kids what they think this verse 
means. In layman’s terms, it means that GOD gave us the Bible (so we can believe every single thing it says 
and should follow it) and that every verse written in the Bible tells us one of four things: how to believe 
(doctrine), how not to believe (reproof), how to behave (instruction in righteousness) and how not to be-
have (correction). Everything we believe comes from the Bible. If we can’t find it in the Bible, we shouldn’t 
believe and obey it. If we DO find something in the Bible, we should do what the Bible says - immediately! 

3. ONE TRUE GOD 
1. Explain to kids who don’t know that some people believe God is three different and separate entities. We 

believe there is only one God. He is God, an everlasting God who created the universe. He came to the 
earth and put Himself in a physical body as Jesus. He lives in us as the Holy Ghost. But it is all the same 
God. 

2. Give kids blank labels and have them write down at least 5 of their TITLES (son, daughter, student, 
brother, sister, cousin, friend, Christian). Place the labels on students. Then have them make a bold label 
with their name. Talk to kids about the difference between TITLES and a NAME. Someone can have 
many titles and still have one name. God is no different. God has a name; it is Jesus! 

3. Teach kids how to say Deuteronomy 6:4 in Hebrew (Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord). “Sh'-
ma Yis'ra'eil Adonai Eloheinu Adonai echad.”  

4. SON OF GOD 
1. Jesus on His Father’s side was divine and on His mother’s side was human. He was God. He was a man. 

He is called the “Son of God” but this does not mean He is a “Junior God” of any sort. The Bible says “In 
[Jesus] dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” (Colossians 2:9) 

2. To further illustrate the God and Jesus are one in the same, blow up a balloon. There is air inside it. But 
there is also air around it. Some of the air is contained in a “container” (the balloon). But the air inside the 
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balloon is the same as the air outside. It’s just contained and “displayed” differently. Jesus’ body was a con-
tainer for God to dwell in. God is everywhere, and while Jesus was on the earth, God was still everywhere. 
Part of Him was in the body of Jesus. Just like the balloon, the Spirit that was all around (the “air”) the body 
of Jesus was the same as the Spirit that was IN the body of Jesus.  

5. HUMAN BEINGS 
1. God created humans to have a relationship with Him. He created us pure, innocent and holy. But Adam 

and Eve made a choice to disobey God. Because of that choice to bring sin into their hearts, all their chil-
dren (us included) are “born in sin.” The human race has sin in it because of their choice. No one can get rid 
of that mark of sin on their life without applying Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection to their lives. 

2. Show kids how sin tainted us all with simple food coloring and water. Show them a clean glass of water. 
Summarize the story of The Fall. When Adam and Eve made their choice, they marked the entire human 
race (drop food coloring in). Only Jesus can wash us clean again. There is no way we can remove the “taint” 
of sin without His help.   

6. SALVATION 
1. We can be saved and have sin removed from our lives by obeying the Gospel. What is the Gospel? We find 

it in the first sermon in Acts 2:38. Jesus was crucified, buried and resurrected. Likewise, we must DIE to 
our old lives (repent), be BURIED (baptized, by immersion in water) and receive God’s SPIRIT (the 
Holy Ghost). There is no other way to be saved. We have to do what the BIBLE says, and we have to obey 
the WHOLE Gospel.  

2. Show kids pictures of your baptism, if you have them, and answer any questions they have.  
7. HOLINESS 

1. We need to continue learning what God wants for our lives by reading His Word and listening to our pas-
tor, etc.  

2. To illustrate holiness, give each child a piece of packing tape. Explain that you think the room is pretty 
clean. But ask them to go searching for dirt and dust with their tape. They’ll bring back cloudy tape. Ex-
plain that though our lives seem pretty “clean” to us, God always has things He wants us to work on. He 
will bring them our attention (just like they showed up on the tape) if we’re listening and reading His 
Word. If we learn about something that the Bible says we should do, our responsibility is to DO it. We be-
lieve holy living is something you keep getting better at. You have to choose to live for God and keep doing 
your best everyday.   

8. ETERNITY 
1. We need to be saved because there is an eternity that lasts forever and ever and ever. Heaven is real; Hell is 

real. We must be ready, and we must obey the Gospel and do what we know to do.  
2. Show kids how long eternity is by tying an end of yarn around an object. Then stretch the yarn around the 

room and out the door if possible. Our life is about as long as the object is. Eternity is as long as the ball of 
yarn, and then forever after that. It just doesn’t end. 

9. Pray with kids and answer their questions. Emphasize that we believe absolutely everything that’s in God’s 
Word. We don’t believe part of it; we don’t think part of it is outdated or not for us. Everything we believe can 
be found in the Bible. If it’s not in the Bible, the inspired Word of God, it is not something we should believe. 
The important thing to do when learning about your faith and the religions of others is to ask “What does the 
Bible say?”  

10. Play a review game (Snakes and Ladders, Jeopardy, Twister Mat game, etc.).  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Our Statement of Faith (Capital Community Church) 
• In essential beliefs - we have UNITY. "We are all one body, we have the same Spirit, and we have all been 

called to the same glorious future. There is only one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and there is only one God 
and Father, who is over us all and in us all and living through us all." (Ephesians 4:4-6)  

• In non-essential beliefs - we have LIBERTY. "Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on 
disputable matters ... Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls ... So 
then each of us will give an account of himself to God ... So whatever you believe about these things keep be-
tween yourself and God." (Romans 14:1-22)  

• In all our beliefs - we show CHARITY. "... If I hold in my mind not only all human knowledge but also the 
very secrets of God, and if I have the faith that can move mountains - but have no love, I amount to nothing at 
all." (1 Corinthians 13:2) 

About the Bible 
We believe the Bible to be inspired of God, the infallible Word of God. "All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness." (2 Timothy 3:16) 
The Bible is the only God-given authority which man possesses; therefore, all doctrine, faith, hope, and all instruc-
tion for the church must be based upon, and harmonize with, the Bible. It is given to be read and studied, and can 
only be clearly understood by those who are anointed by the Holy Spirit. (1 John 2:27) "No prophecy of the scrip-
ture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." (2 Peter 1:20-21) 

About the One True God 
We believe in the one ever-living, eternal God; infinite in power, holy in nature, attributes and purpose; and pos-
sessing absolute, indivisible deity. This one true God has revealed Himself as the Father, in creation; through His 
Son, in redemption; and as the Holy Spirit, by emanation. (1 Corinthians 8:6, 2 Corinthians 5:19, Joel 2:28, Eph-
esians 4:6) 
"The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord." (Mark 12:29, Deuterono-
my 6:4) "One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all." (Ephesians 4:6) 
Before the incarnation, this one true God manifested Himself in various ways. In the incarnation, He manifested 
Himself in the Son, who walked among men. As He works in the lives of believers, He manifests Himself as the 
Holy Spirit. 

About the Son of God 
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We believe the one true God, Jehovah of the Old Testament, took upon Himself the form of man, and as the Son 
of man was born of the virgin Mary. "And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest 
in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up 
into glory." (2 Timothy 3:16) "He came unto his own, and his own received him not." (John 1:11) This one true God 
was manifest in the flesh, that is, in His Son Jesus Christ. "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them." (2 Corinthians 5:19) 
We believe that "in [Jesus] dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily." (Colossians 2:9) "For it pleased the Fa-
ther that in him should all fullness dwell." (Colossians 1:19) Therefore, Jesus in His humanity was man; in His deity 
He was and is God. His flesh was the lamb, or the sacrifice of God for our sins. He is the only mediator between 
God and man. "For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus." (1 Timothy 
2:5) 
Jesus on His Father's side was divine, and on His mother's side was human. Thus, He was known as the Son of 
God and also the Son of man, or the God-man. "Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given … and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the prince of peace." (Isaiah 9:6) 

About Human Beings 
In the beginning God created man innocent, pure and holy; but through the sin of disobedience Adam and Eve, 
the first of the human race, fell from their holy state, and God was forced to banish them from their paradise in the 
Garden of Eden. Thus, by mankind's disobedience, sin entered into the world and the human family. (Genesis 1:27, 
Romans 3:23, 5:12) Although every human being has tremendous potential for good, each of us is marred by our 
inborn sinful nature and its actions, separating us from God and causing many problems in our lives. All men are 
eternally lost outside of the redemptive work of Christ. (Ephesians 2:12, Galatians 2:15-16, 5:6, Romans 3:23-26, 6:23, 
Mark 16:16) 

About Salvation 
We receive salvation not by our own merit, but by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. We are made par-
takers of this salvation through obeying the Gospel in repentance from sins, baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and by receiving the baptism of the Holy Ghost with the initial sign of speaking 
with other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance. We are baptized by this one Spirit into the Body of Christ. (Ro-
mans 5:1, 6:1-6, 6:17, Ephesians 2:8, Acts 2:38, 1 Corinthians 12:13) There is no salvation outside of obedience to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved." (Acts 4:12)  

About Holiness 
Godly living must characterize the life of every child of the Lord, and we must live according to the pattern and 
example given in the Word of God. "For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teach-
ing us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world." (Titus 2:11-12) 
Issues of holiness are not salvation issues in and of themselves; rather, they are Christian maturity ("sanctification") 
issues. "Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord." (Hebrews 12:14) 
However, if we choose not to obey God in these areas, our willful disobedience will eventually become a salvation 
issue. (1 Corinthians 3:16-17, 2 Corinthians 6:17 - 7:1) 
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About Eternity 
We believe in the personal and imminent return of our Lord Jesus Christ to "catch away" His church (the 
Rapture), and in a subsequent period of intense distress for those who remain on the earth (the Tribulation), which 
will be followed by the Lord's personal return to earth with His saints to rule for one thousand years (the Millenni-
al Reign). Thus, the people of God should earnestly and hopefully look forward to the Second Coming of Christ. 
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-17, Acts 1:11, 3:19-21, 2 Thessalonians 2:1, 1 Corinthians 11:26, 15:51-54, Philippians 3:20-21, Rev-
elation 22:20, Titus 2:13-14, Matthew 24) In the end, all the dead will be summoned before the Great White 
Throne for their final judgment, and all whose names are not found written in the Book of Life will be cast into the 
Lake of Fire. (Matthew 25:41, Revelation 20:15, 21:8) The redeemed will live for all eternity in the presence of God. 
(Revelation 21:2-4, 21:23-27, 22:3-5, 22:14) Heaven and Hell are real places of eternal existence. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS 
1. Things in the Bible that every Christian should do as soon as they learn about them are beliefs that are called 

___________ (essentials).  
2. Sometimes the Bible is not clear on specific things, so a pastor or saint has to determine a specific belief on 

their own, praying about what God wants THEM to do. These beliefs are called _______________ (non-es-
sentials).  

3. Sometimes beliefs are essential or non-essential, but when we talk about or share either an essential or a non-
essential belief, it’s very important that we show _________ to the person and never argue.  

4. Why is it important to know what we believe? 
5. Where do all our beliefs come from? 
6. Why do people say “God wrote the Bible?” Because that’s not true! 
7. About how many writers were there in the Bible - 2, 10, 40 or 100? 
8. Over how many years were the books of the Bible written? 
9. Were all the books written in the same place? 
10. Explain what we were learning or proving when we did the writing activity where we made a list of single 

words on a bunch of topics... 
11. Is it possible that God didn’t actually have anything to do with writing the Bible and that these men just de-

cided to write all the same things, all on their own? Prove why God must have been guiding them. 
12. How many Gods are there? 
13. What is God’s name? 
14. We did an activity with a balloon. Explain what we were learning.  
15. What do we call the words “Father, Son & Holy Ghost” when we’re talking about God? (titles) 
16. Are titles names? Explain what we did with the sticky labels that taught us about names VS titles.  
17. Can you say “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is one God” in Hebrew? 
18. What did we learn with the water and food coloring? 
19. Why do all humans have a sinful nature, even if they’ve never personally sinned (like a baby)? 
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20. How do you get clean and get rid of the sin in your life?  
21. What are the three parts of the Gospel? 
22. Where do you find the Gospel in the Bible? 
23. What were we doing with the packing tape? Explain. 
24. What is “holiness?”  
25. Why do we have to live holy? 
26. How do we know what God wants us to do to be holy? 
27. Explain what we were showing with the yarn? 
28. How do we get ready for eternity? 
29. Where do we get our beliefs? 
30. What’s the question we should always ask when we learn about what to believe? 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The Basics of the Islamic Faith
Muslims believe that there is one god named Allah. Allah determines every specific event that happens in the world. Part of Allah’s word 
is found in the Koran, the holy book of Islam.

  

Humans are finite while Allah is infinitely sovereign; they are foolish and need instruction from the Koran. They are also sinners. Many of 
the sins of Islam are violations of Muslim taboos or prohibited behavior and failure to do the will of Allah perfectly.  Islam means “submis-
sion,” and this word accurately describes a Muslim’s faith. “Inshallah,” or “if God wills” is the byword of Arabic conversation. Every event 
in life is an expression of Allah’s divine will. 

They adhere to the Five Pillars [of Islam], which are daily recitation of the creed, prayer, giving alms, pilgrimage to Mecca, and fasting dur-
ing Ramadan.  Muslims are completely devoted to Allah, but final salvation is reserved for only the most diligent of Muslims, who will 
spend eternity in paradise.  Infidels spend eternity in a most torturous hell.

Islam is very much an all-encompassing way of life, an intolerant faith that has impeded progress and repressed women. Muslims general-
ly see the world in black and white. There are only two types of people: those who have submitted to Islam and those who have not. Near-
ly any measure can be taken to bring non-believers to submission. Many passages in the Koran exhort Muslims to kill, hate or even terror-
ize infidels (non-Muslims). Violence is Muslim doctrine; even though many Muslims do not know what is in the Koran (as many Chris-
tians don’t know what is in the Bible), violence is part of their faith. Unbelievers are the “worst beasts in God’s sight” and Muslims are 
instructed not to obey or make friends with these people. 

ALLAH, THE NATURE OF MAN, SALVATION & HEAVEN
Allah is the god of Islam. 

Islam says that man is weak and forgetful but NOT fallen; he is capable of righteousness - he just needs to DO IT. 

Islam denies Christ’s death & resurrection, which offer to humanity salvation and a way to heaven. They must deny these facts, for Islam 
is based on the idea that man can earn his way into heaven. Islam teaches that you gain entrance into heaven by your works in addition to 
faith (but not faith in Christ). Works will be weighed by Allah at the end of one’s life; if you have done enough good, you should get into 
heaven.

Heaven from a Muslim point of view is a carnal, sensual place. There will be win to drink, gorgeous palaces and silk clothes. Men will 
have virgins given to them for pleasure (it is not clear what women get!). This is in contrast to what the Bible says about heaven (it is not a 
matter of eating & drinking, people will be like angels, pain and tears will be gone, heaven is for men, women and children alike).  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Kaaba at the heart of Mecca, Saudi Arabia.                                     The word “Allah” in Arabic.                                    Muslims praying in a mosque in Damascus.  



 

MUHAMMAD 

Muhammad is the famous prophet of Islam - the last, and the greatest of all. He was born in AD 570 in Mecca and orphaned due to death 
at a young age. He traveled through the desert and learned of Jewish and Christian beliefs; he would later base Islam off these beliefs. It is 
said that Muhammad entered a cave called the Hira cave at 40 years of age. He was confronted by a being who identified himself as the 
angel Gabriel. Gabriel choked Muhammad into submission and commanded him to “Proclaim!” What Muhammad saw in the cave (dur-
ing that first visit and subsequent visits) he recorded in what became Islam’s sacred book, the Koran. 

Originally, Muhammad and his followers were not accepted because they preached against idol worship and commanded the rich to share 
their wealth. This was not popular in the pagan lands of the east. Muhammad fled Mecca for a time (to Medina, the “city of the prophet”) 
but eventually led a force of men to retake Mecca (which he did successfully). Shortly after retaking Mecca, he died. His successor, Abu 
Bakr, was one of his early disciples. This established the system of religious leaders known as caliphs. 

KORAN
The Koran is the holy book of Islam. It has 114 chapters called surahs. 10:1 means Surah 10, verse 1. 

The surahs of the Koran are in order from longest to shortest rather than chronological.

Muslims are taught that the Koran is the perfectly preserved word of god. But evidence suggests that the Koran is not nearly as “perfectly 
preserved” as Muslims believe it to be. The history of the book is most interesting.

Muhammad claimed to begin having visions and revelations from God when he was 40. Muhammad was believed to be illiterate (Mus-
lims think this is a testimony to the miracle of the Koran). Muhammad is said to have memorized all 78,000 words of the Koran. His fol-
lowers memorized things he said or wrote them on palm leaves, rocks and bones (Bukhari 6:509). Muhammad himself allowed some vari-
ation in how the Koran was recited. 

There was no organized manuscript of the Koran prior to Muhammad’s death (Bukhari 6:509). Some of the people who had memorized 
parts of the Koran then died in battle. Some verses did not survive when these people were killed (Bukhari 4:62, 6:509-11, 527, 550, 552). 
Four companions of Muhammad were particularly involved in the compiling of the Koran. Their four versions of the Koran are not identi-
cal. 

There is a principle in Islam that says if there is a contradiction in the Koran that a later verse is the more true statement. An earlier verse 
that contradicts a later one can be canceled - or at least modified - by that later verse. Since warring verses are found later (when Muham-
mad was a political leader in Medina), they cancel out earlier verses about peace. 

The Koran is to be accepted without scientific inquiry. The Bible has been subjected to rigorous scientific scrutiny. The Koran has had mate-
rial added, removed, changed and altered. Undoubtedly, the Koran Muhammad allegedly received from god and memorized is not the 
Koran Muslims adhere to today. If Allah couldn’t be trusted to get it right the first time, is he really all-knowing?

The Bible has been incredibly well-preserved (indeed, the hand of God has kept it this way). A number of passages in the Koran itself give 
support to the error-free nature of the Bible. No one has ever brought forth a copy of the Torah or the Gospel that differs from the one we 
have now. In light of manuscript evidence (they are incredibly reliable) archaeological evidence (in over 25,000 sites and counting, no dis-
covery has controverted a biblical reference), prophetic evidence (over 2000 predictions coming to pass without a failure is an inconceiv-
able probability number) and statistical evidence (how did 40 authors writing over 1600 years not contradict each other?), we must con-
clude that the Bible is indeed from God.  
 
 

!

!2



SPREAD OF ISLAM

Muslim armies spread the message of Islam to India, across North Africa and into Spain after Muhammad’s death. Had it not been for the 
Battle of Tours in 732, all of Europe may have succumbed to Islam.

Islam is able to spread easily because it is direct and simple, leaving no room for compromise. Jews are damned by Allah, and Christians - 
since they claim Jesus to be God incarnate - are damned as well, since the Koran states that nothing may be “joined” to God. 

!

Sunni Muslims are the largest sect in Islam (about 85% of Muslims). Second largest is Shiite. Muslim sects disagree on various issues, not 
unlike disagreements between Christian denominations.

LIVING AS A MUSLIM
The surahs (chapters) of the Koran dictate what a Muslim must do. The Koran is augmented by the Hadith, a document recounting the 
deeds of Muhammad that is similar - in that it is a supplement - to the role of the Jewish Talmud.  The Muslims believe that every word of 
the Koran was literally dictated by God. Because of this, the Five Pillars of Faith are binding rules of conduct: 

1. Reciting the Shahada: every day Muslims affirm the monotheism of God and the prophetic status of Muhammad.

2. Daily prayer toward Mecca: morning, noon, late afternoon, sunset and before bedtime, Muslims must say their prayers while kneeling 
with their foreheads touching the ground. 

3. Almsgiving: in Muhammad’s day, giving was done voluntarily, to aid the poor, but today, the donating of 1/40 of one’s income has 
become an institutionalized tax in most Muslim nations. 

4. Fasting during the month of Ramadan: between sunrise and sunset, no eating or drinking is permitted. This commemorates the 
month Gabriel supposedly delivered the Koran to Muhammad. 

5. The Hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca): every Muslim must try to do this once in his lifetime. Once there he must walk seven times around the 
Kaaba (cubical building housing a black stone), and if the crowd permits, kiss the rock, which Muslims believe was carried to earth by 
Gabriel. The Kaaba is said to have been built by Abraham & Ishmael (who Muslims believe was laid on the altar as a sacrifice, not 
Isaac). 

!
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Other General Beliefs of Islam
• using a 99 bead rosary to recount the unmentionable names of Allah

• holding mass-type services for the dead

• forbidding statues and music in mosques

• insisting on circumcision

• veiling women’s faces

• permitting polygamy

• abstaining from drinking alcohol, eating pork, gambling

• meeting for worship on Fridays at noon

• building minarets (towers from which to broadcast the call to prayer)

• abolishing a priesthood in favour of having an Imam, who serves as a spokesperson for the faith

• believing that Christ didn’t die but was taken up to heaven

• teaching that Jesus will return in the last days to convert the entire world to Islam

• enforcing the “law of apostasy,” whereby converts to other faiths - especially Christianity - can be imprisoned or lose their jobs and pos-
sibly their lives.

• violently opposing non-believers. Islam commands Muslims to kill and destroy enemies of Islam. Even though there is violence in the 
Old Testament, it was established by God for a purpose and for a limited circumstance and time. Never does God ask His people to kill 
those who do not believe. Furthermore, under the new covenant established in the New Testament, the warfare of God’s people becomes 
spiritual (as opposed to the physical warfare of the Old Testament). Christians are commanded to bless their enemies and overcome evil 
with good. 

The code of ethics for a Muslim is called the Shari’a (“the path to follow”) and it enforces what is written in the Koran. Muslims also derive 
information on how to be a devout Muslim from the Sira (life) of the Prophet, a controversial biography of Muhammad composed by one 
of Islam’s greatest scholars, Muhammad bin Ishaq. This, plus the Koran, plus the hadiths, make up the Islamic trilogy and show Muslims 
how to behave and live.

WHAT’S WRONG WITH ISLAM? 
Besides what we know personally, in our hearts as followers of Christ who have been baptized in His name and who have received the 
Holy Ghost, there are other reasons why Islam can be categorized as a false religion. 

1. The Koran has factual errors and inconsistencies. Even IF we assume that the modern Koran is a carbon copy of the one originally 
dictated to Muhammad, it does not logically follow that it is from god. The Koran itself claims that if a book is found to have discrep-
ancies, it cannot be from God (Surah 4:82). Note some of the inconsistencies in the Koran: 

1. The Koran teaches that “no change there can be in the Words of God” (Surah 10:64). But the Koran also teaches the doctrine of 
abrogation (later verses nullify earlier ones). 

2. The Koran says that humans are responsible for their own choices (Surah 18:24) but that God sealed the fate of all in advance 
(Surah 10:99-100). 

3. Who was the first to believe: Moses (Surah 7:143) or Abraham (Surah 6:14)?

4. Was the earth created in 6 days (Surah 10:3) or 8 days (Surah 41:9-12)?

!
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5. The Koran denies divinity of Jesus, yet acknowledges that he was born of a virgin (Surah 3:37-45, among others). How could Jesus 
not be divine if he was born of a virgin?

A question to ask of Muslims is, What else have you been taught that is incorrect? 

2. The Koran teaches that Jesus never died on the cross. This is simply untrue, and most historians agree on this. Muslims believe that 
Jesus was not God, only a prophet. Yet, prophets did not do miracles. Either Jesus was God or He was possessed or a lunatic.  
Muslims believe that works and faith in Allah (in that order) will get one into heaven. Christians believe that only the saving power of 
Jesus Christ and His death on the cross can offer salvation to man. Works in the biblical sense are an expression of thanks, obedience 
and love to a God who provided a way of escape. One of these views has to be wrong, because they are irreconcilable.  
Muslims will be judged by Allah, their good works weighed against their bad. Martyrdom in a jihad assures salvation, but other than 
that, man is unsure; even Muhammad was unsure of his own salvation (Bukhari 5:266). 

3. There are better reasons to believe in the Bible: fulfilled prophecies, coherence of text despite myriad of authors, archaeological & 
historical details proven to be true, lack of proven errors or inconsistencies (unlike the Koran)

4. Islam allows incredible atrocities in the name of Allah. Many Muslims will say that they are a peaceful people; even if most Mus-
lims are peaceful, their holy book, god and founder are not. If you are a peaceful Muslim, you are ignoring parts of your religion and 
holy book; nevertheless, your religion is a violent one. Purists or fundamentalist Muslims who take the Koran to heart are far more 
likely to become terrorists than humanitarians.  
Some Muslims will say “other religions kill too.” But this is simply not true. So called “members of other faiths” are nearly always just 
nominal members who have no active involvement. They do not credit religion as Muslims do, and this makes it a very different mat-
ter.  
No other religion produces the killing sprees that Islam does.  
Some Muslims quote Surah 2:256, which says “no compulsion in religion.” But this is an early verse that is nullified by later verses 
(since Muslims practice abrogation) which advocate violence against non-believers.  
The Crusades are often brought up by Muslims as a time when Christians were violent. First, the Crusades were not led by true fol-
lowers of Christ. Second, the nominal Christians who led the Crusades attacked only Muslim lands, and only lands that had previous-
ly been Christian (except for one half-hearted expedition by a minor figure). They had endured between a quarter and half century of 
Muslim dominance by this point in history. The greatest death toll was in Jerusalem, where at least 3000 people died. This number is 
dwarfed by the number of jihad victims. Furthermore, Christians have apologized for this; Muslims never have - and never will. Jihad 
is a duty willed by Allah.  
Some say jihad literally means “[an internal] fight or struggle.” Even though in Arabic the word jihad means “struggle,” it means 
“holy war” in Islam. The Koran specifically states that the disabled and elderly are exempt from jihad (Surah 4:95). If jihad really is an 
internal struggle, this doesn’t make sense. Also, Muhammad talks of smiting fingers and heads when talking about jihad; it is doubt-
ful he is speaking of character development.  
Islam does prohibit the killing of innocent people. However, anyone who rejects Muhammad is not considered innocent. 

5. Women are treated extremely poorly; men can have up to four wives at one time and may beat disobedient wives into obedience 
(Sura 4:34). A woman’s testimony is worth half that of a man’s in a court of law (Sura 2:282). 

6. The concept of God is horribly distorted in Islam. Allah is unknowable, a master of human slaves; he is arbitrary, deceives people 
(Bukhari 8:577), changes his mind, changes his promised and does not offer assurance of salvation. Yes, both Muslims and Christians 
worship one God, but it is not the same God. God is defined very differently in the Bible than he is in the Koran. Those who say Chris-
tians & Muslims worship the same God are incorrect. The two views of God are incompatible. 

7. Islam has some roots in and connection to ancient pagan religion. For example, Muhammad came from the Quraish tribe (in Mecca), 
where the supreme god was Allah. This tribe had a custom of praying 5 times a day to Mecca, had pilgrimages to Mecca, and had a 
sacred month (sound familiar?). 

!
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World Religions: Islam 
Objective
8. To teach children about the errors of the Islamic faith, where it deviates from the Bible and why it is irrecon-

cilable with truth.  
9. The six main points that will be taught in this lesson are:  

1. What a false religion is. 
2. What the Koran, Muhammad, Five Pillars & Mecca are.  
3. How it would be to live as a Muslim.  
4. Why “Jesus beats Allah.” 
5. Why Islam is a false religion.  
6. We should pray for Muslim nations.  

Scripture
1 Peter 3:15: But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that as-
keth you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 

TEACHING ABOUT WORLD RELIGIONS IS A DELICATE BALANCE; IT IS IMPORTANT TO PRESENT FACTUAL INFORMATION, ESPECIALLY 
AT THIS AGE, AND TO BE PURPOSEFUL IN GETTING THE POINT ACROSS THAT THIS IS A FALSE RELIGION (WITHOUT CONVEYING 

THAT FOLLOWERS OF ISLAM (OR ANY OTHER FALSE RELIGION) ARE BAD PEOPLE). THE BEST WAY TO TEACH THIS IS SIMPLY. PRESENT 
A FEW FACTS THAT ARE SIMPLE FOR A CHILD TO UNDERSTAND. TRY TO BACK UP YOUR ASSERTIONS THAT THE BIBLE IS TRUE WITH 

REASONS THAT CHILDREN CAN COMPREHEND. 
ABOVE ALL, REINFORCE THAT WE ARE A BLESSED PEOPLE TO KNOW THE TRUE AND LIVING GOD; WHEN YOU BEGIN TO LOOK AT 

FALSE RELIGIONS, THE FEELING OF GRATITUDE & AWE FOR GOD’S MERCY AND THE HOPE GIVEN TO US BY JESUS’ DEATH, BURIAL & 
RESURRECTION IS INDEED OVERWHELMING. 

Activities
1. WHAT IS A FALSE RELIGION 

1. To explain what a “false religion” is to kids, bring out some money. But not just real money; include some 
monopoly money, and other “fake money” you can find. Begin by explaining the concept of “counterfeit 
money.” The monopoly money is easy to recognize as fake, right? 
Now pull out two real bills and explain that in banks where a lot of money gets processed every day, they 
have training they go through to be able to tell if a bill is real or not, because sometimes bad people create 
bills that look so close to the original that you can’t tell at first glance. Go through the guidelines for identi-
fying a counterfeit bill and let kids look for security features on the bills you have provided. 

2. Explain that just like money, religion has counterfeits. Some are easy to spot, but some are hard to detect 
because they look a LOT like the real thing. Ask kids how banks identify counterfeit bills (security 
features). How would you identify a counterfeit religion? (Be secure in your knowledge of God’s Word!) 
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Some religions will seem good at first glance, but if they don’t follow parts of the Bible or change parts of 
the Bible, they aren’t any good. Any if they don’t follow the Bible at all, they aren’t good either! Only the real 
thing is valuable and worth something! We have to be able to identify counterfeit (or, “false”) religions! 

2. LIFE AS A MUSLIM 
1. Show some general photos of Muslim life and explain the religion in general (who is Allah, where they go 

to worship, etc).  
2. To talk about life as a Muslim, use drawings of a Muslim man and woman or draw your own on a white-

board. Go through some facts about Muslim life, and as you do, have kids come up and add a little graphic 
in a web around them (i.e. a clock showing noon for worship at noon on Fridays, or a drawing of 5 pillars). 
Since many of the general beliefs of Islam listed in the teacher’s document have negative overtones, be 
choosy with the items you talk about, and the words you use. 

3. WHAT IS THE KORAN, MUHAMMAD, THE FIVE PILLARS & MECCA 
1. To show children who Muhammad was, and what the Koran is, first explain how it came to be. Enlist an 

actor to help you explain the tale of how Muhammad got the Koran (present this story factually). Send a 
child under a table (a cave) and explain the story, telling them memorizing the Koran would be like memo-
rizing the Torah (!). When they come out, enlist a few more volunteers and give them scrap paper. Have 
“Muhammad” give them each a phrase (like “eat apples”). Have some of them write their phrase on scraps of 
paper and others memorize it.  
Have “Muhammad” die, and a couple of his “followers” die in “battle” as well. Explain how to Koran got put 
together. Ask kids if they think it really came from God. Tell them you’ll talk more about how you know the 
Koran is nothing like the Bible later on. 

2. To show children Mecca & explain a couple of the Five Pillars (the Hajj and daily prayer), show them a 
youtube video like http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0qSAYYtR7k&feature=related or http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=XW8aWc7Ti9g&feature=endscreen&NR=1 

3. Simply explain the other Five Pillars (reciting the Shahada, almsgiving & fasting) in words.  
4. JESUS BEATS ALLAH 

1. Play a game of “rock, paper, scissors” with kids. There is no “no-fail” way to win this game. Each item has a 
strength, but also a weakness (paper can beat rock, but also be cut by scissors - so it is with every other 
item). Introduce a new item (something that beats them all, like dynamite or a T-Rex). If you were to play 
with this new item, would anyone ever play “rock” or “scissors” or “paper”? Of course not; they’d always play 
the new item, because it would always win. Of course, in a game, that wouldn’t work.  
When we’re talking about Jesus VS Allah, there is no contest. Jesus is like the [dynamite]. He always comes 
out on top. If you compare Jesus to Allah, Jesus always wins, chiefly because Jesus is real and Allah is not.  

5. WHAT’S WRONG WITH ISLAM? 
1. The most convincing way to show children that Islam cannot be truth is to show them that Islam’s holy 

book, the Koran, has errors. Therefore, it can’t REALLY be from God like Muslims claim.  
Play a quick matching game with kids (where you flip over two cards at once and try to make pairs). If 
you’re talking about God’s Word, it’s important that everything matches up. If God said in the Bible “The 
oceans are made of lava,” we know that this is just not true. You might find it hard to believe that the Bible 
is God’s Word (God’s supposed to know EVERYTHING!) if it made mistakes like that!  
The Koran itself says that if a book has discrepancies (i.e. one place says the sky is red and another says the 
sky is blue, or somewhere it says that the oceans are made of lava and we just know that’s false), it cannot be 
God’s Word. Why? Because God doesn’t make mistakes. He knows everything. Tell kids that there are all 

PAGE  OF 7 11

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0qSAYYtR7k&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XW8aWc7Ti9g&feature=endscreen&NR=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XW8aWc7Ti9g&feature=endscreen&NR=1


SUNDAY SCHOOL - CAPITAL COMMUNITY CHURCH GRADE LEVEL: 3-5

kinds of place in the Koran that don’t match. It’s important that things MATCH UP (like in the matching 
game), isn’t it? 
1. Here are some of the places in the Koran that don’t match: 

1. The Koran says in one place “humans are responsible for their choices,” but somewhere else it says 
“God sealed everyone’s fate in advance.” 

2. The Koran says in one place “the earth was created in 6 days,” but somewhere else it says “the earth 
was created in 8 days.” 

3. The Koran says Jesus never died on the cross. But historians say he did.  
2. The Bible has never been wrong; it never has made a mistake. Everything in the Bible is true and good, 

even though it was written thousands of years ago! There have been predictions written in the Bible that 
came true! Not just one but over 2000! 

6. PRAYER (save a good portion of time for this part of the lesson) 
1. It is “cool” to learn about the Islamic faith in that it’s good to know what others believe so that one can 

know how important and how valid one’s own beliefs are.  
But truly, the greatest reason for teaching about other religions (besides solidifying a foundation by com-
paring truth and error) is to impress upon children that there are millions (indeed, billions) of lost, misguid-
ed people in the world. We are BLESSED abundantly, but this truth is not to be hoarded or hidden. It is 
for all the world; God is not willing that any should perish.  
Take time to pray for Muslim nations. Islam is a very, very dark and oppressive religion, and we need to 
pray that Muslims would find truth. Our best way to break the stronghold of Islam in Muslim nations is 
prayer.  

2. Using a large open space, post sticky notes - each with the name of a Muslim nation - to the wall (space 
them a few feet apart if possible; you may have to use your entire room). Give each student a Crayola “stam-
per” marker (you may need two packs so that each child has a unique design). Put on prayerful music and 
instruct children to find a nation and pray for it (give them some phrases and direction beforehand). Once 
they have prayed (it doesn’t have to be any specific length), they stamp the sticky with their stamper and find 
another nation. There are almost 50 nations, so tell them to keep moving. Tell kids that each nation should 
have at LEAST one stamp on it. If they finish praying for all 50 nations, they should sit quietly until it is 
time to move on. Wrap up by praying together! 

3. The 45 Muslim Nations are: 
Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Cameroon
Central African Republic
Chad
Dahomey
Egypt
Ethiopia
Gambia
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Indonesia
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Iran
Iraq
Ivory Coast
Jordan
Kuwait
Lebanon
Libya
Malaysia
Maldive Islands
Mali
Mauritania
Morocco
Niger
Nigeria
Oman
Pakistan
Qatar
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Somalia
South Yemen
Sudan
Syria
Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia
Turkey
U.A.E
Upper Volta
North Yemen

7. Play a review game (Snakes and Ladders, Jeopardy, Twister Mat game, etc.).  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

REVIEW QUESTIONS 
1. What does counterfeit mean? (False, trying to look like something it’s not) 
2. What do you need to tell if a bill is counterfeit? (Training) 
3. How do you identify a counterfeit religion? (By knowing what the Bible says) 
4. How are some religions like counterfeit money? (They seem good but they aren’t really once you learn more 

about them; they don’t believe in the true God) 
5. Why do we believe the Bible is correct and that we should believe everything it says? (Because it has no errors, 

prophecies have been fulfilled) 
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6. Who is Allah? 
7. Is he a real god? Why or why not? 
8. What is Mecca? 
9. What is the loud singing called? (Call to prayer) 
10. What is the Koran? 
11. Where did Muhammad supposedly get the Koran? 
12. Was the Koran made into a book before Muhammad died or after? 
13. How many times a day do Muslims pray?  
14. Where do Muslims face when they pray? 
15. Muslims are supposed to visit Mecca at least once in their lives. What is this trip called? (Hajj, pilgrimage) 
16. Name one of the five pillars besides daily prayer and the Hajj. (Fasting, Almsgiving, Shahada) 
17. Why do we believe the Koran is not God’s Word like the Muslims think it is? (Errors) 
18. What’s one of the errors in the Koran? 
19. Do Muslims believe Jesus died on the cross? 
20. Does the Bible have any errors? 
21. What is the best way to help Muslims find Jesus and truth? (Prayer!) 
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The Basics of the Hindu Faith
M A N Y  G O D S  *  M A N Y  L I V E S  *  M A N Y  PAT H S  T O  G O D

The Hindu religion is the most absorptive, assimilative, and perhaps the oldest false religion of mankind. Hinduism is religious anarchy 
(they do not have an ecclesiastical order and hierarchical governing body). This explains why Hinduism has endured for so long (one 
writer said “It rejects nothing. It is all comprehensive, all tolerant, all compliant.”). For Hindus, all is “one” - the universe, humans, god, 
etc. It is therefore a difficult religion to define; it accepts much under its umbrella of tolerance and it is more a way of life than a religion. In 
most cases below, what is written is what is predominant. However, there are additional gods, writings, practices, rituals, etc. in all cases.

Prominent themes in Hindu beliefs include (but are not restricted to) Dharma (ethics/duties), Samsāra (The continuing cycle of birth, life, 
death and rebirth), Karma (action and subsequent reaction), Moksha (liberation from samsara), and the various Yogas (paths or practices).

HINDU GODS
Hinduism has many gods (millions and millions - they are not really meant to 
be counted); the most important are Brahma (the creator, god of impersonal 
reality), Shiva (god of death and reproduction) and Vishnu (god of love and 
play) - they form the “Hindu Trinity.” Gods of the Hindu faith are not sov-
ereign and don’t control events in the world. They are subject to the same 
“cosmic forces” that humans are - including the Hindu concept of karma 
(moral retribution). 

Many locations in the Hindu faith have their own unique gods. Though gods 
exist, Hindus also believe that “Atman (humanity) is Brahman (ulti-
mate reality)” and that everything is really “one.”

HINDU HOLY BOOKS & SCRIPTURES
Though different sects emphasize different schools of literature, Hin-
dus do share some basic scriptural foundations.

Sruti is a term that describes the sacred texts comprising the central 
canon of Hinduism and is one of the three main sources of dharma (see 
below). Smriti is a term describing a secondary body of religious texts 
relevant to the Hindu (not as important). The Vedas and Upanishads 
(majority of the Sruti) remain supreme. 

The most popular Hindu writing is the portion of the Indian epic, the 
Mahabharata (part of the Smriti), known as the Bhagavad-Gita, or “Song 
of the Lord.” It is basically the Bible of India. The message of the Gita 
focuses on developing indifference to desire, pleasure and pain. 

!
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Sacred Mount Kailash in Tibet is regarded as the spiritual abode of Lord Shiva.

The Hindu Trinity - Brahma, Siva, Vishnu - Hoysaleswara temple, Halebid
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THE HUMAN PREDICAMENT, KARMA & REINCARNATION
The human predicament is that we live this mortal existence and cannot distinguish illusion (maya) from reality (Brahman). Moral ret-
ribution (karma) follows humanity through multiple incarnations (samsara). Unlike the biblical concept of “reaping what you sow,” karma 
has no end. All deeds - good and bad - are pushed forward to play into how one is reincarnated in the next life. Karma and dharma (right-
eous/moral duties of Hindus) dictate very much how one behaves in every day life. 

This concept of life being an illusion explains why poverty is rampant in India; Hindus do not feel compelled to help the less-fortunate. 
Firstly because life is an illusion, so there is no “real” suffering. In addition, the poor creature is suffering because of past sins; reincarna-
tion has sent him back to live this life and to give aid would be to preclude the divide vengeance being meted out. 

ENLIGHTENMENT & SALVATION
Reincarnation & karma leave man in a somewhat hopeless state; cosmic chance dictates life. In light of Christianity, Hindu philosophers 
had to come up with some way to give humanity an extra measure of hope. God became more approachable when he began occasionally 
incarnating in a way visible to man; this god-man is called an avatar. This does not take place very often (only once in an age), but these 
deities come to earth in corporeal form to help restore dharma to society and to guide humans to moksha (liberation from reincarnation). 
An avatar is totally one with god (Vishnu, Krishna & Rama were avatars). 

Hindus attempt to conquer the human predicament and find understanding as to true reality through practices such as yoga, devotion to 
one of the gods (especially Shiva), and through a flash of knowledge (knowledge brings release from karma’s cycle of reincarnation). Men 
sometimes leave their families in later years to become hermits, “working off” their karma by ascetic (severe self-disciplinary) practices. 
Yoga as a means of earning salvation is common (yoga involves more than just exercises in Hinduism); each day, worship is given to 
deities kept in the home - they must be awakened, fed, washed and put to sleep at night. There are also temples to visit, pilgrimages to 
make and offerings to deposit.

Hindus seek to be released from existence as an individual human soul (atman, the eternal part of a person) and to enter into oneness with 
the Universal Soul (Brahman). Essentially they cease to exist individually at this point, becoming much like a drop of water in an ocean. 
This is achieved quickly for those who achieve enlightenment, though eventually it becomes the experience of all. Essentially, man can 
work out his own salvation as long as he tries long and hard enough (this is in total contradiction to the Bible). The Bible says that it is ap-
pointed unto man once to die. 

Since man is ultimately god, and sin is merely an illusion, moral guilt and final judgment for one’s conduct are moot concepts. 

HINDU HOLY SITES & RITUALS
Most Hindus engage in religious rituals daily, often worshipping at a shrine in their home, offering 
foodstuffs, reciting religious scripts, singing hymns, chanting mantras, etc. Often, purification with 
water is common. Most Hindus hope to visit Banaras (the sacred source of the Ganges-Gaumukh), 
high in the Himalayas, at least once in their lifetime. 

Sacred cows get the most publicity as one of the odd rituals of Hinduism; the cow is believed to be 
the mother-goddess of life. Aged holy cows are even provided with rest houses called gosadans. 
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OTHER FACTS ABOUT HINDUISM
• Hindu legends relegate women to a decidedly inferior state, and some Hindu women will even strangle their girl babies. 

• Budda was a reformist who developed the idea of “nonviolence to all living things” out of Hindu doctrines. 

!

WHAT’S WRONG WITH HINDUISM? 
Since Hinduism is so broad and since so much is acceptable in this religion, Hinduism does not immediately seem to clash so harshly with 
Christianity (as Islam does, for example).  However, even the most tolerant, all-encompassing Hindu beliefs go against the Bible’s com-
mands, and we know - and have proven - that the Bible is the infallible Word of God: never-changing, ever-true!

• Hindus don’t claim their religious writings to be “from god.” Unlike the Bible, they don’t believe in a singular Word of God and have a 
general “anything goes” attitude. We have God’s Word! 2 Timothy 3:16 says “all scripture is given by inspiration of God.”

• Humanity can earn salvation (they just have to get reincarnated and keep trying to do better and achieve enlightenment). The Bible says 
we cannot earn salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9); it is a gift from God.

• Hindus believe in multiple gods. “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is ONE LORD.” (Deuteronomy 6:4)

• Hindus worship idols and shrines. Exodus 20:4 says “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.”

• Hindus believe in reincarnation, but the Bible says “it is appointed unto man once to die.” (Hebrews 9:27) In reincarnation, Hindus be-
lieve you can come back as an animal - even a plant! But we know that a person remains the same person, even after death.

• Hindus believe in Karma, that your deeds - good and bad - will follow you through many lives and determine how you “come back” in 
reincarnation. The Bible says you will “reap what you sow.” (Galatians 6:7-8) 

• Check out the incredible testimony of Vani Marshall, the daughter of a Hindu priest, who found God in her early twenties: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ZDxfo_fMwQ&feature=related  

!
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World Religions: Hinduism 
Objective
22. To teach children about the errors of the Hindu faith, where it deviates from the Bible and why it is irreconcil-

able with truth.  
23. The six main objectives of this lesson are:  

1. Review what a false religion is. 
2. Review Islam. 
3. Talk about Indian culture. 
4. Talk about karma. 
5. Talk about how broad Hinduism is. 
6. Pray for Hindus. 
7. See what the Bible says about Hinduism. 

Scripture
1 Peter 3:15: But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that as-
keth you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 

TEACHING ABOUT WORLD RELIGIONS IS A DELICATE BALANCE; IT IS IMPORTANT TO PRESENT FACTUAL INFORMATION, ESPECIALLY 
AT THIS AGE, AND TO BE PURPOSEFUL IN GETTING THE POINT ACROSS THAT THIS IS A FALSE RELIGION (WITHOUT CONVEYING 

THAT FOLLOWERS ARE BAD PEOPLE). THE BEST WAY TO TEACH THIS IS SIMPLY. PRESENT A FEW FACTS THAT ARE SIMPLE FOR A CHILD 
TO UNDERSTAND. TRY TO BACK UP YOUR ASSERTIONS THAT THE BIBLE IS TRUE WITH REASONS THAT CHILDREN CAN COMPRE-

HEND. 
ABOVE ALL, REINFORCE THAT WE ARE A BLESSED PEOPLE TO KNOW THE TRUE AND LIVING GOD; WHEN YOU BEGIN TO LOOK AT 

FALSE RELIGIONS, THE FEELING OF GRATITUDE & AWE FOR GOD’S MERCY AND THE HOPE GIVEN TO US BY JESUS’ DEATH, BURIAL & 
RESURRECTION IS INDEED OVERWHELMING. 

Activities
1. Show kids a video of Indian culture & people: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NF3R83QqwNg. Talk 

about how it is different from ours.  
2. Talk about Hinduism broadly and briefly and include some of their rituals and beliefs (kids will find the sacred 

cow amusing), and explain Karma by asking kids to imagine what life would be like if how they behaved de-
termined how good their day would be tomorrow. Discuss it. Ask kids to come up with things that would 
make tomorrow “bad” if that’s how life worked (i.e. cheating on a test, hitting a sibling, talking when you’re not 
supposed to, etc.). Talk about what would make tomorrow “good” if life were like that (i.e. making your own 
lunch for your mom, lending someone a quarter). What if they had a bad day and made some bad choices? 
They’d have a bad day. How would they ever get back to having good days? Wouldn’t that be really hard? 
Imagine if your WHOLE life was graded like that! That’s how Hindus believe. Aren’t we thankful God says 
He will save us, and help us live holy! Even when we have bad days, He still promises salvation to us. It 
doesn’t depend on “how good we are.” 

3. Play an umbrella game with kids. Stand in a large circle and put the umbrella in the middle. Each kid gets a 
few ping-pong balls (or crumpled papers) and is challenged to get all the balls in the up-turned umbrella (all 
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kids throw at the same time. Make the distance sufficient so that kids will miss or balls will bounce out. Kids 
can move around and try to get all the balls in. When they are done, sit down and talk about when people say 
“it all falls under that umbrella.” Hinduism is like that. Almost all beliefs are welcome. You don’t even have to 
believe in God to be a Hindu! If you want to toss beliefs in or out (grab a couple ping-pong balls and discard 
them), that’s ok. It’s all about what YOU want. How is this different from the Bible? 

4. Do a sword drill with kids, giving them a belief of the Hindu religion and having them refute it with scripture. 
1. Hindus don’t claim their writings to be from God...but the Bible says... 2 Timothy 3:16 
2. Humanity can earn salvation in Hinduism...but the Bible says...Ephesians 2:8-9 
3. Hindus believe in many gods...but the Bible says...Deuteronomy 6:4 
4. Hindus worship idols and shrines...but the Bible says...Exodus 20:4 
5. Hindus believe in reincarnation...but the Bible says...Hebrews 9:27 
6. Hindus believe in Karma...but the Bible says...Galatians 6:7-8 
7. And these are just a few! 

5. Pray for Hindus who need to know about the true God.  
6. Play a review game (Snakes and Ladders, Jeopardy, Twister Mat game, etc.). 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

REVIEW QUESTIONS 
1. Do Hindus expect everyone to believe exactly as they do? Explain. 
2. How many gods do Hindus believe in? 
3. Where do Hindus get their beliefs from? 
4. What’s karma? 
5. How do Hindus get saved or get to heaven? 
6. How long does it take a Hindu to get to heaven? 
7. Where do most Hindus worship? 
8. What do they worship? 
9. What animal is most important to a Hindu? 
10. Can you earn salvation? How do Hindus think you can? 
11. Why shouldn’t we believe in reincarnation? 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The History of Denominational Christianity
Denominationalism generally states that all Christian groups are basically versions of the same truth. When we’re looking at denomina-
tions, it’s important to remember that denominational Christianity was, for all intents and purposes, borne out of the councils and meet-
ings between church founders in the centuries following the first century (when the original church was born). 

When most people think of denominations, they include us as one of them; however, the true Apostolic church bypassed this stream of 
“Christianity” entirely. Though the “Eastern Orthodox Church” (counterpart of the “Western Orthodox Church,” from whence we get 
Martin Luther, the Reformation and the Roman Catholic Church) considers itself to be the continuation of the original church, a quick look 
at their most fundamental beliefs reveals that they believe in the Trinity, infant baptism and confirmation (an automatic bestowing of the 
Holy Spirit on a baptized child/person). The history of the Eastern Orthodox Church says that Paul and the Apostles spread the Gospel 
through the Roman empire. When Constantine converted, the religious persecution stopped. But by this point, the Apostles’ doctrine had 
been altered. Both the Eastern and Western factions of the Orthodox church are Catholic in origin. The original church (Apostolics) and its 
message has been miraculously preserved through the ages. It was fully reborn in the 20th century. 

Consider the differences in denominations (from Lee Stoneking’s “School of the Scripture”): 

Religion Trinitarian Infant Bap-
tism

Is Baptism Essential? Mode and Formula 
of Baptism

Original Church No No Yes (see John 3:5, Acts 
2:38)

Immersion in Jesus Name

Apostolic No No Yes Immersion in Jesus Name

Roman Catholic Yes Yes Yes Sprinking or pouring in titles of 
Trinity

Lutheran Yes Yes Yes Sprinkling or pouring in titles of 
Trinity

Presbyterian Yes Yes Yes Sprinkling or pouring in titles of 
Trinity

Methodist Yes Yes Yes Sprinkling or pouring in titles of 
Trinity

Baptist Yes No No, it’s an outward sign 
but not necessary

Immersion in titles of Trinity

Church of God Yes No No, it’s an outward sign 
of inward change

Immersion in titles of Trinity

Assemblies of God Yes No Yes Immersion in titles of Trinity

Seventh Day Adventist Yes No No Immersion in titles of Trinity

Jehovah’s Witnesses No No Yes, but it’s not part of 
salvation

Mass baptism by immersion 
without verbal formula

Christian Science No No No None 

Mormon (Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints)

Yes No Yes Immersion in titles of Trinity

Mennonites Yes ? Yes Sprinkling in titles of Trinity

!
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A SUMMARY OF CHURCH HISTORY  
Adapted from Lee Stoneking’s “School of the Scripture”

The first Christian church was founded on the Day of Pentecost in AD 33.  At that time, the religion of the entire world was either Pagan-
ism or Judaism.  The first century church adhered to the doctrines found in the Gospels and the writings of the Apostles (letters/epistles).  
The churches grew rapidly, but their fervor waned as the belief that Jesus would return in their lifetime became less and less common. 
When teachings of pastors and leaders of the early church became less sure, the spiritual life of believers grew lax and false doctrines be-
gan to creep into the church. Generally, the second century is when this change began, though Paul had to deal with false doctrines in the 
New Testament as well. 

From AD 100 AD 325, the church changed in two primary ways: in faith and in government. Instead of elders being in charge of the 
church, the church became governed by a hierarchy that was a religious copy of the empire’s governmental system. Bishops governed 
churches and they organized the rest of the church accordingly: 1) Mayors of the cities = Bishops,   2) Provincial governors = Archbishops,  
3) Imperial governors = Cardinals,  4) Council of Imperial governors = College of Cardinals,  5) Emperor = Pope.

The change in faith was basically a change from the “priesthood of all believers” to the priesthood of the Catholic church. Though the Bible 
says that any man may go to God, the bishops instituted a system whereby priests acted as mediators between God and men. 

Converts to this altered version of Christianity were mostly pagan, and therefore pagan practices began to creep into the church: the Trini-
ty in AD 150, for example. Emperor Constantine made this altered version of Christianity the official religion of the Roman Empire in AD 
313.

The years from AD 325 to AD 590 are known as the Post Nicean Era.  By the end of these years the following pagan practices had become a 
normal part of Christian life:  1) Many idols and images,  2) Worship of saints and martyrs, which took the place of the many gods that 
they had worshipped in paganism,  3) Creation of a Female Deity known as Mary, Queen of Heaven and Mother of God, which took the 
place of the female deities that had always been common in paganism,  4) Belief in relics of the saints to replace the fetishes and good luck 
charms of paganism,  5) Salvation by good works,  6) Purgatory.

Constantine moved the capital of his empire from Rome to Constantinople.  This was to have great consequences for the church because, at 
his death, the empire became divided into two parts, the East and the West.  At this time, there was no pope in the church; there were five 
cities (Rome, Constantinople, Antioch, Jerusalem, Alexandria) vying for the leadership of Christendom. When the bishop of Rome con-
verted invading German barbarians to Christianity, he (and the city of Rome) gained prominence in the Christian world. At this time the 
title of “Pope” came into being and Gregory the Great became the first medieval pope.

The kings of these German barbarians waged constant war with the popes for control. The church became very powerful and secular dur-
ing the process of gaining control of the kings and states. They gained wealth and land through the feudal system and became very cor-
rupt. A rivalry between two factions of leadership resulted in a split of the church into East and West. 

Eventually, reform was called for. Reformers generally stated that reform was necessary, the Pope was not infallible, and that the Bible was 
the only source of truth. The Inquisition was the church’s response to the reformers: they sought them out and branded them as heretics, 
killing them. Martin Luther was finally successful in bringing about reform in the 1500s. His actions led to the Protestant Reformation. 
Gradually, through the providence of God, the original doctrines of Pentecost were returned to the world. 
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DISPUTING THE FALSE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY  
Examples taken from David Bernard VS Gene Cook Debate on youtube.com

Deuteronomy 6:4 says “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord.” The emphasis that there is one God is clear and must be taught. 
There is one indivisible God with no distinction. The Godhead is not a substance but a person. In the Old Testament, God is revealed as 
Jehovah. In the New Testament, He is revealed as Jesus (a name which means “Jehovah Savior” or “Jehovah is Salvation”). 

Jesus is the incarnation of the one, undivided Godhead. He is the incarnation of the fulness of God. In Colossians, it says “in Him dwelleth 
all the fulness...” 

The teaching of One God is persistent through the Scriptures. The New Testament contains the fullest revelation of Truth, but the concepts 
and terms are defined in the Old Testament. You must build your understanding of the New Testament on the Old Testament, not fourth or 
fifth century Greek philosophy. 

In the Old Testament, the truth of one God is undeniable. Isaiah 43:10-11 says I am the LORD (in capitals, which signifies the personal 
name of God in the Old Testament: Yahweh). Isaiah 44:6 says “beside me there is no God.” Other verses supporting the one God of the Old 
Testament include Isaiah 44:8, Isaiah 44:24, Isaiah 45:5, Isaiah 46:5, 9. 

If you find someone who’s exactly like God in every way, you’ve found God. 

In the New Testament, Jesus is the revelation of that one God. Isaiah 45:21-23 is a prophecy that is fulfilled in Philippians (at the name of 
Jesus every knee shall bow). When we bow to Jesus, we do not deny the Father; we give glory to Him because He is manifest in Jesus. 

Jehovah said everyone will bow to me; Jesus is the Jehovah of the old Testament revealed in the flesh. Jehovah says “I’m the only Savior.” 
We can only say “Jesus is my Savior” if we recognize that He is the God of the Old Testament in the flesh.

If there is only One Jehovah, why does the Bible speak of the “Father, Son & Holy Ghost?” We acknowledge the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, but we don’t believe they represent different persons. A person may be a son, a father, and a husband; they still have a single name 
and person. There’s only one center of consciousness with God. The Bible never speaks of “persons” when it speaks of God. Some use 
“persons” to replace “manifestations.” God was manifested in different ways, but there are not three bodies, centers of consciousness, etc. 

God is our Father in the sense of parental relationship, God in relationship to all humanity. In this unique way, God is the Father of the 
baby Jesus because Joseph did not cause conception, the Spirit of God supernaturally caused a virgin to conceive. We say “Our Father” to 
pray because it speaks to the relationship. 

There is only one Spirit of God (John 4:24, Ephesians 4); the Holy Spirit is not another person, it is still God. It speaks of God in spiritual 
action (as opposed to relationship, which is the case with Father). We say “The Holy Spirit is moving” because it speaks to the action God 
is taking. 

The Son is God manifest in the flesh. Luke 1:35, Galatians 4:4, 1 Timothy 3:16, John 20:28, etc. God is revealed as the Lord Jesus Christ.
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World Religions:  
Denominational Christianity 
Objective
12. To teach children about the errors of the denominational view, where it deviates from the Bible and why it is 

irreconcilable with truth.  
13. The main points that will be taught in this lesson are:  

1. Review of previous lessons. 
2. How the church changed over time. 
3. The name of  “The Father, The Son & The Holy Spirit.” 

Scripture
1 Peter 3:15: But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that as-
keth you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 

KIDS PICK UP ON DIFFERENCES EASILY. IT’S IMPORTANT TO ANSWER THEIR QUESTIONS HONESTLY. IF YOUR CITY IS LIKE MOST, 
THERE ARE A NUMBER OF “CHRISTIAN” CHURCHES; KIDS LIKELY GO TO SCHOOL WITH FRIENDS WHO ARE CHRISTIAN BUT DON’T 
BELIEVE EXACTLY AS THEY DO. THIS CAN BE CONFUSING TO KIDS. THE BEST WAY TO ANSWER THE “WHO’S RIGHT” QUESTION THEY 
INEVITABLY COME UP WITH IS TO ASK THEM “WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?” IF YOU CAN POINT KIDS TO THE BIBLE EVERY TIME THEY 

HAVE A QUESTION, YOU WILL HAVE ESTABLISHED WITH THEM A HABIT THAT WILL BENEFIT THEM FOR ETERNITY.

Activities
1. Review previous lessons (Isalm, Hinduism, Oneness) with kids, letting them do much of the explaining. You 

can have them draw symbols or write words if they aren’t into “discussing.” 
2. Play a Memory/Matching Game (in small groups or in a large group) and discuss with kids how it’s important 

that things “match up” to God’s Word. That’s our standard. If it’s in the Bible, we must do it; if it’s not, we 
must be careful! 

3. Review what a “counterfeit” is an how you can tell a counterfeit from something real. What is the best way to 
identify counterfeits? (Know what the real thing feels/looks like. 

4. Give kids a blank (9 box) comic strip and tell them the story of church history. They should draw something in 
each of the nine boxes for the following nine points in your story:  
1. The church began on the Day of Pentecost in AD 33. 
2. When Christ didn’t return immediately, some of them got a little less passionate about living for God. The 

leaders weren’t so sure what they were teaching was all that important anymore. 
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3. When the church became a hierarchy and changed the way it governed itself, we saw a priest come into the 
scene; no longer could man go to God himself. Now he needed a mediator to pray for him.  

4. Most of the people who decided to become Christians in that part of the world came from places where 
they worshipped three gods. So, the idea of “three” came into the church. They divided God into three sep-
arate pieces, pretending that the “Father, Son & Holy Ghost” were all different.  

5. Emperor Constantine decided he liked the Christians, so he made their religion the religion of the entire 
Roman empire! Of course, by this time, it was nothing like the message Peter preached on the Day of Pen-
tecost. 

6. There were five cities that wanted to be the leader of this church. Rome got to be the leader when they de-
feated a bunch of pagan German barbarians and converted them to Christianity.  

7. The church started selling land and became very, very rich. Some of the leaders were more interested in 
getting rich than living for God.  

8. Because some were more concerned about money, the church split in two! 
9. Martin Luther was a man in the 1500s who decided that maybe the church should start checking out the 

Bible more for deciding how to act. He started something we now call the “reformation.” 
5. Play a memory verse game like “Sparkle” to help kids learn Matthew 28:19 or Acts 4:12. 
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