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Tips! 
 

On Ventriloquism 

All of these skits are done as a “ventriloquist.” The puppet is handled by the host – who also supplies the 
puppet’s voice - and puppet and host are talking side by side (as opposed to the puppet being handled 
by a separate, hidden puppeteer). Ventriloquism is not a difficult skill – it just takes practice! There are 
many great tutorials on YouTube. In essence, it involves talking with your mouth mostly closed, and 
replacing letters that use the lips (B, D, M, P, V, W and Y) with other letters or sounds (B = D; F = “eth”; 
M = N; P = T; V = “thee”; W and Y = O+I).  

Don’t wait until you have the skill “mastered” to try these skits out. The truth is, even if all you do is use 
a silly puppet voice when the puppet is speaking (and don’t bother trying to hide the fact that you’re 
doing the talking), kids are always enthralled by a puppet. They hardly notice!  

Some quick tips:  

 Just begin! The more you do it the better you’ll get – improvement comes quickly!  
 Give your puppet life by making it move about/look around when you’re talking as well as when 

it’s talking. 
 Choose a voice for your puppet – make it different from your own so that it’s easy to tell when 

the puppet is speaking. But, don’t make it so different from your own that it is hard to use (i.e. 
strains your vocal cords) or requires too much mental effort. Choose a voice that is similar 
enough to your natural tone to be “automatic.” 

 

Andy’s Personality 

The puppet used in these skits is named Andy, and he is an ape. He has long arms, one that is able to 
move via a metal rod (so, when you see prompts to move Andy’s hand, you’ll know what’s going on).  

Andy’s personality is dry and a bit sarcastic, as you’ll soon find out! But, he has a sweet, child-like 
sensitivity when we talk about serious things, and his voice will soften and become gentler to emphasize 
the key truths we want children to take home.  

 

Navigating the Scripts 

You will notice the scripts are written out with two characters: “A: …” and “E: …” – “A” stands for Andy, 
of course, and “E” is the host, as “Emily” is my name.  

The scripts are in rough chronological order. They are listed with accompanying page numbers on the 
previous page in the Table of Contents.  

Have fun! 
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Creation 
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human.  

E: How are you today? 

A: I’m good.  

E: Are you ready to tell the story today? 

A: The question is, are you guys ready for me to tell the story today? 

E: Well, that’s very true.  

A: What story are we telling today? 

E: We’re going to start at the beginning.  

A: Well of course we’re going to start at the beginning. What kind of storyteller 
starts in the middle of the story? 

E: Well…. 

A: A bad storyteller! 

E: No, I mean we’re telling the story of when everything was created.  

A: Everything? 

E: Everything.  

A: Are you sure we have time for all that? I mean, that’s a lot of stuff, and you’re a 
little long-winded as it is and…. 

E: Andy.  

A: Listen, I’m just saying…. Hashbrown time to go. 

E: I think it’s “hashtag”…. 

A: Hashbrown, hashtag. Whatever it is, you’re running out of time.  
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E: Ahem. So, Andy, did you know that God created the entire world in just six 
days?  

A: Yes I did. In the beginning, the world was empty. And it was dark. But God had 
a plan.  

E: He sure did. He had a master plan. Do you know what he created on day one? 

A: On day one, he said “Let it be bright!” 

E: Well, actually, he said “Let there be light,” but I suppose that’s kind of the same 
thing.  

A: And then on day two, God separated waters – he pushed half into the clouds 
above, and half into the ocean below. And he called the space in the middle sky.  

E: That’s right. The next day, day three, God rolled back the waters, and made dry 
ground appear! 

A: Land, ho! 

E: Sure. God created plants, with all kinds of different shapes and colours.  

A: And mountains, and hills, and valleys! And lions and tigers and bears, oh my! 

E: Uh, no, that wasn’t day three. That was later.  

A: Oh.  

E: Do you know what God created next? So far he’s got land, covered with 
beautiful plants and tall mountains, surrounded by water, covered over by sky, lit 
up by light…. 

A: He created the sun. For daytime. And the moon and stars, for nighttime.  

E: That’s right, Andy! Good job. So now God’s got his whole scene kind of set for 
some action, don’t you think? 

A: Yes, and so he began creating animals! First, swishy fishies.  

E: Swishy fishies…. 

A: It’s an apt description.  

E: I suppose. And after swishy fishies? 
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A: Birds. So the whole land could be covered in…. 

E: Andy. 

A: Feathers! Lots and lots of feathers.  

E: Ok, so we’ve got light, water, sky, land, oceans, mountains, sun and moon and 
stars…and swishy fishes, birds…do you know what God created next? 

A: Next he created ponies!!! 

E: Ponies.  

A: Yes, ponies! 

E: Just ponies. The final day of creation. One day, just ponies? 

A: Well, I suppose, yeah, that’s not a whole lot of work for God.  

E: Yeah.  

A: Ponies and unicorns!!! 

E: Oh, Andy. Actually, did you know that unicorns are mentioned in the Bible? 

A: They are?  

E: Yes, they are. But remember the Bible was written quite a while ago, and so the 
animal they’re calling a unicorn in the Bible is actually what we call an “oryx” 
today.  

A: And it has one horn? 

E: Well, actually, it has two, but when it’s turned sideways, the horns are so 
straight that it can look like just one horn and so that’s why it’s called a unicorn in 
the Bible. Because uni of course means one….  

A: And “corn?” Meaning….a vegetable? 

E: Well, in Latin “cornus” means horn, so…. 

A: You really are a treasure trove of trivia, now, aren’t you? 

E: Hmmm. Anyway, day six. God actually created all the remaining animals – and 
people! – on day six.  
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A: Oh, oh, oh! I have an animal joke.  

E: Of course you do.  

A: How do you get an elephant into a refrigerator? 

E: I don't know, how? 

A: You open the door, put it in, and close it. How do you get a crocodile into a 
refrigerator? 

E: Open the door, put it in and close it? 

A: Wrong! You have to take the elephant out first. 

E: Andy, that’s…. 

A: A good joke, right? Okay, how do you cross the Nile without getting eaten? 

E: I don't know, how? 

A: Just swim! The crocodile is in the refrigerator! 

E: This is horrible, please stop. 

A: Alright! Everyone’s a critic. So, day six, now the gang’s all here. Animals, 
people. God created Adam first, out of the dust bunnies.  

E: Kinda. God created Adam out of the dust of the ground.  

A: Ah. And then he created Eve, Adam’s wife. The one who ate them out of house 
and home.  

E: Well, yes, but that’s another story for another time. When God created people, 
Andy, did you know the Bible says he made them “in the image of God?” 

A: What does that mean? 

E: Well, lots of things, I suppose. But one of the ways that God made us different 
from those swishy fishes is that we have an eternal part of us called a soul. It’s the 
part that will live forever.  

A: Forever? 

E: Forever.  
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A: Like, forever and ever and ever? 

E: And ever. You see, God wants us to follow after him. And he wants his most 
special, most beloved creation – people – to be with him for all eternity. Now, I 
don’t know about you, Andy, but it seems to me that a God who can create the 
whole world in six days is a God worth following.  

A: An intelligent assessment, I think.  

E: Yes…indeed. We are God’s special creation, each one of us perfect as we are, 
designed and crafted by God. He made each one of you with all of your passions 
and hopes and dreams and unique qualities. 

A: I have lots of unique qualities.  

E: Yes, you sure do. And God’s greatest desire is that the people he formed and 
created would love him back, and would live with him forever in heaven. Andy, do 
you know how we love God, how we follow him? 

A: Well, if he goes north, you go north. And if he goes south, you go south. And if 
there’s a Taco Bell off the highway, you politely ask if a detour would be possible.  

E: Well, something like that. To follow God, to show him how much you love him, 
honestly, Andy, we can sum it up for today in one word. 

A: GPS? 

E: No. Obey. When we obey God’s Word, and those he has put in our lives to help 
guide us along the way, we are showing God our desire to follow him – all the way 
to heaven someday. And that’s what God wants for his special creations more 
than anything – he wants us to be with him forever. He loves us that much, and 
thinks we’re that special.  

A: Well, you know, since God created the world and all, I think I feel pretty good 
obeying a God like that – he obviously knows everything about everything.  

E: That’s definitely true Andy. Well, my friends, we’re out of time for today, but I 
think Andy’s going to sum up the lesson we’ve learned from our story today.  

A: Mmm, yes. God created the world – the moon, the stars, the oceans, the 
animals…. So listen to what he says, no monkeying around.  
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E: So eloquent.  

A: I know.  

E: Well, we’ll see you next time kids!  

A: Bye for now! 
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Noah 
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human.  

E: Do you have a joke for the kids this morning? 

A: Yep. And I bet you’ll be able to guess the Bible story right away. Here’s the first 
one.  

E: Ok.  

A: What do pigs put on their sore toes? 

E: What? 

A: Oinkment.  

E: Are we doing the Prodigal Son? 

A: A-pra-baga-who? 

E: I guess not. Do you have another joke? 

A: Yep. What time is it when an elephant sits on your fence? 

E: What time? 

A: Time to get a new fence! 

E: You’ve got some funny ones today. One more.  

A: Ok. What do birds need when they are sick? 

E: What? 

A: A tweetment.  

E: Ok. So you’ve told a joke about a pig, an elephant and some birds. Are we 
telling the story of creation.  

A: No, but you’re close.  

E: A bunch of animals…. 
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A: Oh, come on! 

E: Noah’s Ark! 

A: Yes! Just sit right back and you’ll hear a tale, a tale of a fateful trip. That started 
from this tropic port, aboard this tiny ship.  

E: Ok, first of all. That’s Gilligan’s Island. Secondly….do you know the story of 
Noah and the Ark? 

A: Nope! 

E: Ah. I suppose I could have guessed that. 

A: I’m just here for comic relief.  

E: If you can call it that.  

A: What? 

E: What?  

A: I do have one question pertaining to the story.  

E: Oh really.  

A: Yes. Why didn’t Noah swat the mosquitos? 

E: Yeah, that’s the age-old question isn’t it? Anyway, let’s get to our story. Once 
upon a time, there was a man named…. 

A: Paul! 

E: No. We’re telling the story of Noah! 

A: Oh. Well, why didn’t you say so? 

E: I did…nevermind. Now, Noah was a good man who loved God very much. And 
he obeyed God. One day, God told Noah that there would be a flood. And God 
said, “Noah, you need to build a great, big….” 

A: Swimming pool! 

E: Boat.  

A: Oh.  
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E: And so even though Noah had no idea what a flood even was, he believed God 
and he began gathering enough wood to build a great big boat.  

A: How big was it? 

E: Very big.  

A: Was it bigger than a car? 

E: Yes.  

A: Was it bigger than a train? 

E: Yes.  

A: Was it bigger than a plane? 

E: Yes.  

A: Was it bigger than a crane? 

E: Andy…. 

A: Was it bigger than a mouse? Was it bigger than a house? 

E: As I was saying, Noah built the boat just the way God told him to, because Noah 
believed everything God said. And do you know what? When people came to see 
the boat Noah was building, they laughed and laughed.  

A: Tourists.  

E: They said, “There’s no water here! Where will you float your boat?”  

A: Everyone’s a critic. Although that is a valid point, now that I think about it.  

E: But Noah believed God. He told the people what God said, and that they should 
join him in the ark, but they didn’t listen. Noah went back to work anyway. One 
day, after a long time, the boat was finished. “Now,” God said, “bring two of every 
kind of animal to ride on the boat with you.” 

A: Except the mosquitos.  

E: No, Andy, mosquitos were allowed. Noah waited for the animals to come. They 
came in pairs.  
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A: One always needs a date for a party.  

E: Yes…. Noah led all the animals into the boat.  

A: The animals came in two by two, elephants, lions, and monkeys too! And apes. 
Obviously.  

E: And then, bang! 

A: The elephant fell through the floor! 

E: No.  

A: The monkeys knocked over the cargo.  

E: No. The…. 

A: The hippo tripped and fell out the window.  

E: Andy! No. What I was going to say is “Bang!” God shut the door.  

A: Oh. That too.  

E: And everyone was safe inside. Drip, drip, drip.  

A: A leaky faucet? 

E: Rain, Andy! It started to rain! 

A: Oh! Hey, that reminds me of a joke. What did Cleopatra say to Caesar when he 
asked for the weather report? 

E: Andy, we’re in the middle of the Bible sto…. 

A: Looks like hail, Caesar! 

E: [long look] Anyway, the rain began to fall. The lightning flash, the thunder 
cracked. Noah’s boat rocked a little this way….and a little that way….  

A: And the sheep got seasick.  

E: You don’t know that.  

A: I do too. It was baaaaaad.  

E: You’re full of it today. Anyway, Noah’s boat was starting to float.  
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A: So all those other people that Noah was telling to get in the boat…. 

E: Yeah, they missed the boat.  

A: Oh, very funny. So it was just Noah and his family in the ark? 

E: And a whole bunch of animals.  

A: Sounds like the cruise of your nightmares.  

E: Well, yeah, I’m sure it wasn’t the most pleasant experience. 

A: Or smell.  

E: Or smell. But Noah was grateful to be safe with his family, and he was being 
obedient to God. That was his one job, and he did it very well. For forty days and 
forty nights, it rained.  

A: FORTY DAYS? He was stuck in that boat with those smelly animals for forty 
days?! 

E: Well, actually, he was stuck in that boat way longer than 40 days; the Bible says 
it rained for 40 days. But listen, aren’t you an animal?  

A: Well, yes, but clearly I’m domesticated and not smelly cause I wear deodorant.  

E: Do you really? 

A: No.  

E: No. I didn’t think so.  

A: Well I never.  

E: Yes, exactly.  

A: Humans.  

E: Anyway, the water rose higher and higher, but Noah and his family and the 
animals were safe in the boat. And eventually the rain stopped. And then it was 
quiet.  

A: Too quiet.  

E: Andy. One day, Noah sent a dove out to see if it could find dry land.  
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A: Oh yes, send the birds. With their bird brains. That’s a wonderful idea. If 
anyone can help us, the birds can.  

E: [long pause] Are you done? 

A: I’m never done.  

E: The dove flew and flew but never did find land. So it came back, and one week 
later, Noah sent the dove out again. This time it brought back an olive leaf.  

A: Oh well that it helpful. What are they gonna do with an olive leaf?! 

E: Andy, it showed that there was dry land out there! 

A: I mean, real…..oh. Yeah, I suppose that’s a good inference.  

E: Anyway, the ark finally came to rest on the top of a mountain. And when the 
waters had gone down, God told Noah to leave the ark.  

A: Abandon ship! Man overboard! Shape up or ship out! Steady as she goes! Walk 
the plank! All hands on deck! Anchors awei…. 

E: [long look] 

A: And all that stuff.  

E: When Noah and his family left the ark, they praised God. 

A: They praised God because they were finally out of the stench.  

E: And because God had saved them from drowning and had preserved their 
family to restart the human race and taken care of them.  

A: Yeah, I suppose, that too.  

E: God put a beautiful rainbow in the sky. It was a sign that He would never again 
flood the earth. And He hasn’t.  

A: Because God keeps his promises.  

E: And so this is a wonderful story of faithfulness. Noah was faithful to live for God 
and do what He said, and God was faithful to keep Noah safe and use him to 
preserve the human race. Being faithful and obedient to God is a simple thing to 
do, although I admit it’s not always easy to be faithful and obedient.  
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A: That’s the truth.  

E: When we are faithful and obedient to God, He can use us to do incredible 
things. Noah is one of the most famous Bible characters ever – all because he was 
faithful – and obedient. Well, Andy, we better get going.  

A: But before we go, let’s remind the kids that we’ll be back next time with the 
story of another famous bible character, Noah’s wife, JOAN of Ark.  

E: [press eyes shut, then carry on] You’re right, Andy, we’ll be back next time with 
another Bible story.  

A: Until then kids, be smart and don’t put crayons up your nose.  

E: Oh, Andy.  

A: What? It’s good advice! 

E: See you next time, kids! 
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Abraham’s Calling 
 

E: Good morning, my friend.  

A: Good morning, my human.  

E: How are you today, Andy? 

A: Good. Hey, have you ever got a call from a telemarketer? 

E: Ok, that’s random. Yes, Andy, I think most people have had a telemarketer call 
them.  

A: And you answer and he says, “Welcome friends, it’s time to live your best life 
now”? 

E: Oh. No, I think you’re thinking of a televangelist now.  

A: Oh.  

E: Did you know our Bible story today starts with someone getting a call from 
God? 

A: I had a feeling. But are you sure, was it actually God who called? Sounds like a 
phone scam to me.  

E: No, it’s not a phone scam, Andy. When God calls us he doesn’t use the 
telephone.  

A: Text message? 

E: No.  

A: DMs? 

E: No, Andy.  

A: Well surely he doesn’t write on your Facebook wall! Although that might get 
someone’s attention, you know.  

E: No, Andy, he definitely doesn’t use Facebook. When God calls people today, he 
often doesn’t even use a voice we can hear.  
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A: Then how can you know he’s calling you? 

E: Well, that’s kind of another topic for another day. But today, we’re telling a 
story about a man in the Old Testament – those stories were written a long time 
ago. And sometimes God DID speak to those Old Testament bible characters using 
a voice they could actually hear.  

A: Thaaaaat would be pretty cool.  

E: Yes, it sure would be.  

A: So who is this person? 

E: Abram.  

A: Abram.  

E: Yes.  

A: Never heard of him.  

E: No? Well, you might know him by his other name, the one God gave him later 
in his life.  

A: Which was…? 

E: Abraham.  

A: Oh! The old guy.  

E: The elderly gentleman, yes, Andy, that’s him.  

A: He was, like, the great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great… 

E: Andy. 

A: …great-great-great-great… [pauses to look] great granddad of the entire Jewish 
people, wasn’t he? 

E: Yes, he was. But you know, before he became so great and so well-known, he 
was simply a man living in a faraway land, worshiping a false god.  

A: Really? 

E: Yes.  
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A: I never knew that.  

E: But he obviously desired to know God, because when Abram felt God calling 
him to go live in another land, to leave his old life behind, he obediently left his 
home and started out on a long journey with his wife, Sarah, and his nephew, Lot. 

A: So where were they going? 

E: Well, they were headed toward a land that God had promised to Abram and his 
children and their children. But on the way, do you know what happened? 

A: Camel jam? 

E: Camel what? 

A: Like, a traffic jam, but a camel jam because obviously they didn’t have cars 
and…never mind. What happened? 

E: Well, Lot’s helpers and Abraham’s helpers began to fight. There wasn’t enough 
grass for all of the animals.  

A: That’s a baaaaaaaad situation.  

E: Yes. But instead of fighting with Lot, Abraham said, “You pick the land you like. 
We’ll go to the other side.” And so Lot chose the best land. It had the most green 
grass and the most water for his animals. And Lot moved to his new home.  

A: And Abraham gets the leftovers? 

E: Well, it kind of seems that way, but in fact, God knew exactly what he was 
doing. God blessed Abraham. He said, “All the land you see here will be yours 
forever. Also, you and Sarah will be blessed with many children.” 

A: Wasn’t he kind of in the “evening news, orthopedics, heated blanket” 
category? 

E: Andy, sometimes I watch the evening news and use a heated blanket. What are 
you saying? 

A: Nothing. I said nothing.  

E: Mmmm. Well, yes, he was elderly, over the hill a bit. He was…. 

A: [to audience] Old. He was old.  
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E: But before we’re done with this story, he’s going to be even older. 

A: We’re all slowly aging here. Moving on.  

E: So, remember, Abraham is a loyal follower of God, and God has promised him 
many children and a land where they can live.  

A: I remember.  

E: Now does that seem a little odd to you, to promise many children – or any 
children – to someone so…. 

A: Old. And yes, that does seem odd.  

E: It does. Alright, so, one day some time later, Abraham was resting near his tent. 
He heard footsteps. And when he looked up, he saw three men approaching. 
Abraham went out to greet them. He offered them a place to rest, water and 
food.  

A: Alright.  

E: Abraham went and told his wife Sarah about the visitors and asked if she would 
make a meal for them to share with the travellers.  

A: Did she make tacos? 

E: No, Andy.  

A: Tacos are my favourite.  

E: Yes, I know, Andy.  

A: And good for guests too.  

E: Yes, Andy.  

A: Don’t like guacamole? Leave it off.  

E: Right.  

A: Don’t like salsa? Leave it off.  

E: Uh huh.  

A: Don’t like refried beans? Leave them off.  
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E: Yes, Andy.  

A: Although, I gotta be honest. If you don’t like guacamole, salsa or refried beans, 
what are you doing eating Mexican food anyway? 

E: Andy, we’re off track.  

A: Well, tell the story, storyteller! 

E: SO, Sarah makes a meal for these guests. While they’re eating, they ask 
Abraham, “Where is your wife, Sarah?” And he says, “She’s in the tent.” Then, the 
visitors share some very interesting news.  

A: Yeah? 

E: Yes. They said, “This time next year, your wife Sarah will have a son.” 

A: A son.  

E: That’s right. And do you know what Sarah did when she heard this news from 
inside the tent.  

A: She laughed.  

E: She…yes, that’s right, she laughed. How did you know that? 

A: Well what else would you do if you were 90 years old and someone came over 
for dinner and told you that you’d have a baby the next year? 

E: I’d laugh.  

A: Exactly.  

E: But do you know what happened one year later? 

A: They had a baby.  

E: They…yes, exactly, they had a baby. How did you know that? 

A: Well, obviously if God told them they were going to have a baby, they had a 
baby. God keeps his promises.  

E: That’s right, Andy, he sure does.  

A: They named him Isaac.  
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E: Yes.  

A: Which means, “He will laugh.” 

E: You’re right, it does. And every time Sarah said his name, I’m sure it reminded 
her of the time she stood in her tent and laughed at God’s promise. You know, 
Andy, sometimes God actually waits until our situation seems completely 
impossible. He waits until nothing is working in our favour, until everything has 
gone wrong, and he waits until we have tried to solve our problems in every way 
we know how.  

A: And then once we run out of ideas, God steps in and takes care of it in just a 
few minutes.  

E: That’s often the way it works, yes. Now, let’s think about Abraham for a 
minute. It’s easy for us to believe that it was easy for Abraham to believe God for 
all these amazing promises. But, you know, even though Abraham was an 
amazing person, he was still a human. He had a lot of things in his life he tried to 
fix on his own, doubting that God would do what he promised he would do.  

A: Really? 

E: Yeah. And yet, even though Abraham had his times when he doubted, and his 
times when he wasn’t sure he trusted God…. In the end, God called Abraham and 
Sarah faithful. And we can remember that even when we have doubts and 
struggle to believe that God can or will do what he says…well, as long as we keep 
following him, putting one foot in front of the other…our doubts don’t define us. 
Our actions do. We can obey the call of God in our lives, just like Abraham, and 
trust him no matter what difficulties we encounter. Because, Andy…. 

A: Yeah? 

E: Even if God takes a lot longer than we thought he would, he always keeps his 
promises, doesn’t he? 

A: That’s the truth! 

E: Yes it is. Well, we better be going for today. Would you like to say goodbye to 
our friends.  

A: [to host] Goodbye to our friends.  
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E: [turns head toward audience] 

A: Oh. Goodbye friends! 

E: See you next time! 
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Joseph, Part 1 
 

E: Good morning Andy! 

A: Good morning human.  

E: How’s it going today? 

A: Great!  

E: Do you have a joke for the kids today? 

A: Sure do. Listen, see if you can guess what Bible story I’m going to tell today 
from the jokes I’m going to tell you.   

E: O..k…, Andy.  

A: Ok, here goes. What is a cat’s favourite colour? 

E: What? 

A: Purrrr-ple. What happened when the red ship crashed into the blue ship? 

E: What? 

A: The crew was marooned.  

E: So funny.  

A: So, do you get the theme? 

E: Is you theme ‘bad jokes?’ 

A: Har har. My jokes were about colours!  

E: So we’re telling a story about colours? 

A: Just give her time. She catches on eventually. 

E: Huh? 

A: Yes, colours!  

E: Oh, ok. A story about colours.  
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A: Yep! 

E: Ok, ok. I think I know what story you’re telling. Go ahead and start.  

A: Great. Ok. So kids, our story today is about a very famous Bible character. God 
gave him a boat of many colours, and his name was Noah! So one day…. 

E: Wait, wait, wait…. 

A: What? 

E: Noah? 

A: Yes. Noah and the Boat of Many Colours.  

E: Andy, listen… I hate to tell you this, but it’s not Noah and the boat of many 
colours.  

A: It’s not? 

E: [Shakes head] 

A: But I practiced my animal sounds and everything.  

E: Yeah. Sorry.  

A: Don’t you want to hear my elephant impersonation? 

E: Not really, actually, no.  

A: Well then.  

E: Listen, the story isn’t about Noah and a boat of many colours. What you’re 
thinking of is Joseph and the Coat of Many Colours.  

A: Oh. Now that you mention it, I did think a rainbow boat was a little out there.  

E: Well, yes, I suppose it’s easier to imagine the coat.  

A: So what’s the story then? Once upon a time there was a guy named Joseph and 
he made a fashion statement? The end? 

E: No, Andy. Why don’t we start at the beginning? 

A: Ok.  

E: So once upon a time there was a guy named Jacob.  
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A: I thought his name was Joseph.  

E: Would you hold on a minute? Jacob had a son named Joseph.  

A: Ah. I see.  

E: Now, Joseph had eleven other brothers.  

A: Oh boys.  

E: Yes, exactly. Can you imagine having eleven other brothers? 

A: [shakes head] 

E: But even though there were these 12 boys, Joseph was Jacob’s favourite son.  

A: Oh boys.  

E: …Right Andy, a bunch of boys. You got it. Anyway, because he loved Joseph so 
much more than the others, Jacob made Joseph a beautiful, colourful coat.  

A: Oh boys! 

E: And Joseph’s brothers were very jealous of Joseph’s coat.  

A: Ohhhhh boys.  

E: They were a little jealous of the beautiful piece of clothing, but I think more 
than anything, they were jealous that their father Jacob clearly loved Joseph more 
than any of them.  

A: Oh, boys.  

E: Andy, are you just going to say oh boys for the rest of the story today? 

A: No, of course not. What happened next? 

E: Well, I’m glad you asked. One night, Joseph had a dream. The next day, he told 
his family about it. He said, “We were bundling grain from the field. Your bundles 
of grain bowed down to mine!” 

A: Oh boys! 

E: Andy…. 

A: Ok, ok. 
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E: Then Joseph had another dream. He said, “This time, the sun, and the moon, 
and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” His brothers were angry about these 
dreams Joseph was having. Even Jacob, his father, said, “Joseph, what are you 
trying to say? That our family is going to bow down to you someday?” 

A: Oh…. 

E: [Look] 

A: …wow! 

E: The brothers got so angry, they began to plot ways to get rid of Joseph.  

A: Get rid of him? 

E: Yes. They threw him into a pit and talked it over. Some brothers wanted to kill 
him.  

A: What? 

E: Yes.  

A: Well that escalated quickly! 

E: It sure did. That’s what anger and jealousy can do to you if you allow it. When 
you allow yourself to become so horribly angry, it’s easy to do things you’ll regret 
later. That’s what happened to Joseph’s brothers.  

A: Did they kill him? 

E: No, they didn’t. One of his brothers, Reuben, convinced the others to spare 
him, and Reuben planned to come back later and get him out of the well. But, 
while Reuben wasn’t around, the other brothers decided to sell Joseph to some 
traders. The brothers sold Joseph as a slave, and he was taken away.  

A: With brothers like these, who needs enemies? 

E: Yeah, that’s for sure.  

A: So, what happened next?  

E: Well, the brothers hatched a great big lie to cover up their horrible behaviour. 
That’s usually how these things go. One bad behaviour – one sin – leads to 
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another. They took Joseph’s beautiful coat, and they tore it up a bit, put some 
animal blood on it, and took it back to their father.  

A: I can’t believe Joseph’s own brothers would do that to him, and to their father! 

E: It is a horrible way to treat someone, isn’t it? They told their father Joseph had 
been killed by a wild animal. Jacob believed them, and he was so very sad.  

A: And? 

E: Well, actually, Andy, that’s the end of our story for today.  

A: WHAT? Jacob was so very sad, the end?! What kind of storyteller are you? 

E: Well, the story’s not finished. We just need to end there for now because our 
time is up for today. But I hope you and the kids will come back next time to hear 
the next part of the story.  

A: Well, I sure do want to find out what happened to Joseph. Do you think he was 
scared when they sold him? 

E: I think he sure was.  

A: I can’t stand it. You have to tell me if he makes it.  

E: Ok, Andy, I’ll tell you…. 

A: No! I can’t bear it! You’ve got to tell me if he gets out of this alive.  

E: Ok, Andy, if you just let me explain, I’ll tell you…. 

A: I mean it! I want you to tell me if this story has a happy ending or not.  

E: Ok, Andy, I’ll tell you.  

A: Now, you listen to me. I need to…wait, what did you say? 

E: I said, I’ll tell you.  

A: Oh. Ok.  

E: Remember how we’ve talked before about how sometimes when we’re 
following God, it seems like He’s taking us down a road we’d rather not be on? 

A: Yeah, I remember that. Sometimes it seems like God isn’t even there with us. 
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E: But we know that’s not the truth, it’s just how we feel.  

A: And feelings aren’t facts, human.  

E: That’s right, Andy. And following God even when you don’t quite understand 
what he’s doing or where he’s going is called faith. Right? 

A: Right.  

E: Well, the next part of Joseph’s story begins this way: The Lord was with Joseph.  

A: …. And the Lord sent a bunch of lightning bolts to zap those slave traders and 
turn them into fried chicken.  

E: Well, no, not exactly. But here’s what we know Andy: anytime the Lord is with 
someone, their story will turn out ok in the end.  

A: I don’t see how this story could possibly have a good ending.  

E: It has a better ending than you would ever dream. Because we know that if God 
is with us, we win. He’ll never let us down. And He didn’t let Joseph down.  

A: Well, alright. I’ll wait to hear the rest. Hey, since we’re talking about dreams, 
do you want to hear my dream from last night? 

E: Uhhhhh…. 

A: It’s about a toucan and a poutine and an umbrella.  

E: Really? 

A: Ya. And also a Chia Pet.  

E: Of course.  

A: What? 

E: Oh, look at the time! Andy it’s time we signed off for today.  

A: Oh boys! 

E: What? 

A: Nothing, I just wanted to see what you’d do.  

E: Say see ya later Andy.  
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A: See ya later Andy! 

E: Oh boys. Bye for now! 
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Joseph, Part 2 
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human.  

E: How are you doing, Andy? 

A: I’m doing great, how bout you? 

E: I’m doing well, Andy. Hey, do you have any jokes about ancient Egypt? 

A: Listen, I have jokes on every topic imaginable.  

E: Ok, give me an ancient Egypt joke.  

A: Alright. Where do Pharaohs like to eat? 

E: Where? 

A: Pizza Tut. 

E: Haha. 

A: Hey did you know there’s talk that the Egyptians invented cement? 

E: Really? 

A: Yeah, but they’ve looked in the ruins for evidence and there’s nothing 
concrete.  

E: Oh, that’s a joke…. 

A: [Pats cheek] It’ll be ok.  

E: Are you ready to start the Bible story today? 

A: Sure! 

E: So last time, we were talking about a guy named Joseph. He was the favourite 
son of his father Jacob. And that was a problem because Joseph had eleven other 
brothers. Jacob actually gave Joseph a beautiful, colourful coat.  

A: And his brothers didn’t get any new coats.  
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E: No they didn’t. And it was this coat, and some dreams that Joseph had that 
made his eleven brothers angry.  

A: And you wouldn’t like them when they’re angry.  

E: No, you certainly wouldn’t. They took Joseph and sold him into slavery. And 
that’s where we pick up our story today. Do you want to guess what country he 
ended up in, Andy? 

A: Uhhhh…. 

E: Think of the joke you just told. What country were you talking about? 

A: Italy? 

E: What? 

A: That’s where pizza was invented! 

E: No. Pharaohs?  

A: Ohhhhh! Australia.  

E: Egypt, Andy. They sold him into slavery and Joseph ended up in Egypt.  

A: Well, I was close.  

E: And you know, while Joseph was in Egypt, he was put in prison, even though he 
had done nothing wrong.  

A: That’s terrible! 

E: It was, and Joseph could have easily gotten very frustrated and angry about 
what had happened to him. But do you know, instead of being angry with God, 
Joseph continued to believe in God, and because He kept his heart right, God was 
able to use Joseph to help others, even in the prison cell.  

A: Really? 

E: Really.  

A: Explain.  

E: Ok. Well, Joseph made some friends in prison. One of them had been a wine 
taster for Pharaoh.  
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A: Pharaoh was the leader of Egypt.  

E: That’s right. This wine taster had a dream while he was in prison, and he told 
Joseph about it. The wine taster said, “Last night, I had a dream. I was picking 
grapes and squeezing them into Pharaoh’s cup. Then I put the cup in his hand.” 
The wine taster asked Joseph what his dream meant.  

A: Why would he ask Joseph? 

E: Well, God had given Joseph a special gift to explain dreams. He could help 
people understand what their dreams meant in real life.  

A: Does that mean my dream last night about a talking banana sandwich can tell 
me something about my future? 

E: Uhhhh, no, Andy, I don’t think that dream really means anything. A lot of our 
dreams are just weird or funny, but sometimes God does use dreams to tell us 
something, and this dream that the wine taster had was one of those dreams. 

A: So what did it mean? 

E: God helped Joseph to understand what the wine taster’s dream meant. And 
Joseph told the wine taster, “You will be Pharaoh’s wine taster again! Once you 
are free, please don’t forget about me. Help me get out of jail, too.” A few days 
later, guess what? 

A: What? 

E: Something happened at the prison.  

A: Pizza delivery? 

E: No, Andy. The wine taster’s dream came true! He was released and became 
Pharaoh’s wine taster again.  

A: That’s awesome! So then Joseph got out of prison too? 

E: No, he didn’t.  

A: He didn’t get out? But he asked the wine taster to tell Pharaoh about him! 

E: You’re right, but the wine taster didn’t remember; he forgot all about Joseph.  

A: Some help he was.  
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E: Yeah, you’re right. And again, Joseph could have gotten really angry at God – in 
some ways, it seemed like God had kind of forgotten about him. But he didn’t.  

A: So let me guess…someone else had a dream.  

E: Why, yes, Andy, that’s exactly what happened. Later, Pharaoh had two very 
strange dreams.  

A: I don’t know. I bet my talking banana sandwich was stranger.  

E: Well, maybe. But anyway, in Pharaoh’s first dream, he saw seven fat cows, and 
seven skinny cows.  

A: Woah, Bessy.  

E: I might regret this, but do you want to guess what happened with the cows in 
Pharaoh’s dream? 

A: They formed two teams and played baseball? 

E: No. 

A: They played “Red Rover, Red Rover, Send Bessy Right Over.” 

E: No.  

A: They went go-karting.  

E: No. Ok… 

A: They had pizza! 

E: No, Andy. But it did have to do with eating. In Pharaoh’s dream, the seven 
skinny cows ATE UP the seven fat cows.  

A: Woaaaaah, Bessy.  

E: Yeah.  

A: That’s a weird dream.  

E: Yes, I’m pretty sure Pharaoh thought it was weird, too.  

A: So, what was his second dream?  
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E: In Pharaoh’s second dream, there were seen healthy plants, and seven dried-up 
plants.  

A: And a giant beanstalk and some magic beans? 

E: Uh, no. That’s a totally different story, and that one’s a fairytale. This one really 
happened. In his dream, Pharaoh saw the seven dried-up plants eat up the seven 
healthy plants.  

A: And he was totally confused. 

E: He was. He asked his wise men about the dreams, but they were confused too. 
Then…BINGO! The wine taster suddenly remembered Joseph.  

A: About time.  

E: So Pharaoh brought Joseph to the palace to explain the dreams. And with God’s 
help, Joseph did explain the dreams.  

A: So what did they mean? A bout of mad cow disease? 

E: What? No. Joseph told Pharaoh this: “For the next seven years, plenty of food 
will grow. For seven years after that, not enough food will grow, because there 
will be no rain.” And guess what Pharaoh said.  

A: He said “Woah, Bessy!” 

E: No, that’s not what he said at all. He said, “Joseph, you are a very wise man. I’m 
going to make you a ruler over Egypt.” 

A: Wow. Talk about a promotion! From prison to palace! 

E: That’s right! And this happened because Joseph trusted God. He was in a 
situation he didn’t really like, but because he didn’t get angry with God, God was 
able to use Joseph to help others. It benefitted Joseph to get out of prison, sure, 
but the plan was much, much bigger than that. Joseph was now a ruler in Egypt, 
second only to Pharaoh. And God was about to use him to save an entire nation – 
and his family.  

A: His family!?  

E: Yes! Next time we’re going to hear about the most incredible reunion.  
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A: Really? Is he going to see his brothers again? And his father Jacob? 

E: You’ll have to come back to find out.  

A: I’ll be here with bells on.  

E: Uh, Andy, please don’t come with bells on. They’ll make way too much noise.  

A: It’s an expression, human.  

E: Well, I know that. I just thought that you might….because you’re a little…you 
know… 

A: Hmmmm? 

E: Never mind. Anyway, we’ll be back next time with the final part of this story 
kids, and we hope you will join us! 

A: Hey, since his coat of many colours is gone, does he get a new coat of many 
colours? 

E: Uh, no, I don’t think he did, but he had all kinds of beautiful Egyptian clothes…. 

A: What about a tote of many colours?  

E: Uh, no, Andy, I don’t think so.  

A: A goat of many colours? 

E: Andy, we’ve gotta go.  

A: Alright! See ya later, kids! 
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Joseph, Part 3 
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning human.  

E: How are things today? 

A: Things are great today. How are things with you? 

E: I’m doing awesome, thank you.  

A: So are you ready to tell part three of Joseph and the Goat of Many Colours? 

E: Andy, we talked about this last week. He didn’t have a goat or a boat or a tote 
of many colours.  

A: I do not like Green Eggs and Ham, I do not like them Sam I Am.  

E: Joseph had a coat of many colours, but his brothers destroyed it when they 
sold him into slavery.  

A: Ah yes, Joseph’s wonderful band of brothers.  

E: Yeah, they were a bit of a difficult crew, weren’t they?  

A: That’s a bit of an understatement.  

E: So, Andy, would you like to review the story for us? 

A: Sure. Fact number one: Jacob had a favourite son. His name was Joseph.  

E: Correct.  

A: Fact number two: Jacob gave Joseph a coat of many colours.  

E: Correct.  

A: Fact number three: Joseph’s eleven brothers were jealous of his coat.  

E: Also correct.  

A: I’m three for three. Fact number four: Joseph had some strange dreams about 
wheat bundles coming to life and dancing the polka.  
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E: Uh, no…. you’re a bit off there. In Joseph’s dream, the family was bundling 
grain, and everyone’s bundle bowed to Joseph’s.  

A: Ah, right.  

E: And then Joseph had another dream about his family bowing down to him. This 
made his brothers even more angry than they already were.  

A: So they threw Joseph into a pit.  

E: And then they sold him into slavery.  

A: So he finds himself in Egypt, interpreting everyone’s dreams, and one thing 
leads to another, yada, yada, Bob’s your uncle, he ends up in charge of Egypt.  

E: Uh, yeah, I guess. God helped Joseph get out of prison, and God helped Joseph 
interpret two very strange dreams that Pharaoh had, and yes, Joseph was put in 
charge of Egypt, second only to Pharaoh.  

A: Which is a pretty nice promotion if you ask me.  

E: That’s for sure. So our story today is going to take place over about ten years.  

A: Ten years?!?! Oh boy, kids, go get yourself a snack, we’re going to be a while.  

E: Andy, I said the story takes place over ten years. I’m not going to be ten years 
telling the story.  

A: Are you one hundred percent sure about that? 

E: Andy.  

A: Alright. So, Joseph’s in charge.  

E: He’s in charge. And for seven years, plenty of food grows in Egypt, just like 
Joseph had told Pharaoh. And so during those first seven years of plenty, Joseph 
was in charge of gathering extra food for the people of Egypt. That way, during 
the famine that was going to come, when hardly any crops grew, there would still 
be plenty to eat.  

A: Got it.  

E: So, seven years go by and now the seven years of famine begin. Hardly any 
food is growing in Egypt – or anywhere else, for that matter.  
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A: Did Joseph’s family have food? 

E: They were running out, just like everyone else. And so Jacob sent his sons to 
Egypt to buy some food.  

A: I buy butter by the pail, my supply will never fail, Save-Easy, Save-Easy.  

E: Well, they were going to buy grain, not butter, but, sure.  

A: So let me get this straight. The brothers who sold Joseph into slavery now have 
to go and buy their food from him? 

E: Yes, that’s right.  

A: Well, look who’s the big guy now.  

E: Well, it would have been easy for Joseph to feel that way. It would have been 
easy for Joseph to show his anger and get even with his brothers. Do you think 
that’s what he did? 

A: That’s probably what I would have did.  

E: Well, let’s keep going and find out. Joseph’s brothers made the long journey to 
Egypt, and of course, since Joseph was in charge of distributing all the extra food, 
they were taken to meet with him.  

A: What did the brothers say when they saw Joseph? 

E: Well, Andy, you know, they didn’t even recognize him! 

A: Really? 

E: No. He was dressed in Egyptian clothes, and he was much older now. They 
hadn’t seen him in so many years, and they certainly didn’t expect him to be a 
ruler in Egypt – remember, they sold him as a slave! Slaves don’t become rulers.  

A: Except that the Lord was with Joseph.  

E: That’s right! Because the Lord was with Joseph, and because Joseph had not 
gotten angry with God, God had taken care of Joseph and used him to help many 
people. Now he was about to help a whole nation, and he was also about to help 
his family in a big way.  

A: So his brothers didn’t recognize Joseph, but did Joseph recognize them? 
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E: He sure did! Joseph didn’t give away his identity right away though. He wanted 
to see if his brothers felt bad for what they had done to him and to their father – 
basically, if they felt bad for sinning against God. So he accused them of being 
spies sent to see where Egypt was weak, just to see what they would do.  

A: They weren’t spies.  

E: No, and Joseph knew that, but he was testing them. He sold them some food, 
and they left to go home. But, Joseph wanted them to prove that they were not 
spies, and that they were not lying. So he asked them to leave one brother in 
Egypt, and bring the youngest brother – who had stayed home – to prove that 
they were telling the truth about their identity. The brother they left was named 
Simeon. 

A: This seems to be a convoluted plan.  

E: There’s more. Joseph had put the money they used to pay for the food back in 
the bags. The brothers didn’t realize it was there until they were many miles 
down the road. When they saw the money in their sacks, they were terrified.  

A: Why? 

E: Because it looked like they had stolen from this ruler in Egypt and not paid for 
their food. In fact, the brothers thought that God was punishing them for what 
they had done to Joseph. 

A: So what did they do? 

E: Well, they went home and explained to their father that they had to bring the 
youngest brother – Benjamin - back to Egypt, or Simeon would be kept locked in 
prison! Jacob was very unhappy with them. He didn’t want to send Benjamin on 
the journey to Egypt – he knew so much could go wrong – but he allowed him to 
go because he knew there was no other way to get Simeon back. There was also 
no where else where they could get food. Jacob thought the worst was going to 
happen. But guess what? 

A: What? 

E: The best was about to happen. 

A: He was about to get a pony!?! 
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E: Uh, no. Now, Jacob sent gifts with his sons, to try and get on the good side of 
this “ruler in Egypt.”  

A: Who was, in fact, his son Joseph.  

E: Who Jacob believed was dead and gone.  

A: So they go back to Egypt, and Simeon is released? 

E: Well, Joseph had a special plan for revealing the truth. He invited all the 
brothers to dinner, and guess how he seated them? 

A: Uh, probably on chairs, human.  

E: Oh, very funny, wise guy. Actually, they probably didn’t sit on chairs, for your 
information. But Joseph did seat them in order of their birth – from oldest to 
youngest. And the brothers looked at each other and said, how could this man 
know the order in which we were born? They began to feel nervous.  

A: So did Joseph tell them, then? 

E: No, actually, he let them buy more food, and he sent them on their way.  

A: WHAT? 

E: But, he had a plan to make them come back. He hid his silver cup in Benjamin’s 
sack. And when this cup was found hidden in Benjamin’s grain, the brothers were 
brought back to the palace. Joseph asked them why they would steal the cup.  

A: But he put it there! 

E: He did, but he wanted to see what they would say. Joseph told them he would 
not punish them all, but only keep Benjamin to be a slave, since the cup was 
found in his sack. But the brothers immediately began offering to take his place – 
they didn’t want to cause their father any more grief by taking his youngest son 
away from him. They confessed to Joseph that they had sinned against God when 
they had sold Joseph into slavery so many years ago. And they were sorry for that 
they had done – so sorry in fact that they were willing to stay and be slaves 
themselves.  

A: Wow, that’s a big change in their hearts.  
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E: That’s the truth, Andy. And that’s what Joseph was looking for. Finally, he sent 
everyone away except his brothers, and he said to them, “I am Joseph! Is our 
father still living?”  

A: What did the brothers say? 

E: They couldn’t believe it. Joseph told them to come closer, and finally, they 
realized that he was telling the truth.  

A: Were they happy? 

E: Actually Andy, they were terrified. They thought Joseph would be angry with 
him, because of what they had done to him. But do you know what Joseph said? 

A: What? 

E: He said, “Don’t be afraid. You meant to harm me, but God worked it out for my 
good – and your good, too!” The brothers hugged, and cried.  

A: That’s an incredible ending.  

E: I told you. Joseph sent them home, but told them to bring Jacob back to Egypt – 
they would live in luxury for the rest of their lives. And all this happened because 
Joseph didn’t get angry with God, but instead…. 

A: But instead trusted God to take care of him. And God took care of Joseph, his 
brothers, and an entire nation. And God takes care of us, too. 

E: That’s right, Andy.  

A: That’s amazing human! 

E: It is an amazing story. Joseph had to go through a number of years that were 
unpleasant, and we can’t forget that. But God was with Joseph, and because God 
was with him… 

A: It all worked out in the end.  

E: So, Andy, what can we learn from Joseph’s story? 

A: Brothers are dumb.  

E: No, Andy.  
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A: Wear monochromatic clothes.  

E: Andy.  

A: Just kidding. We can learn that even when difficult things happen to us, that we 
should trust God has a bigger plan. We shouldn’t get angry with God but should 
just faithfully keep following him.  

E: Wow, you were listening.  

A: I always listen.  

E: Of course. Well kids, we’re out of time for today. I hope you’ve enjoyed the 
story of Joseph. And most of all, I hope you have learned that if you trust God and 
keep your faith, God will always work it out for you in the end.  

A: That’s the truth! See ya next time! 
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Moses and the Burning Bush 
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human.  

E: How’s it going today?  

A: Great. How are you? 

E: I’m good. Do you have a joke for our friends this morning? 

A: Oh sure. I have some new Bible jokes.  

E: Do you.  

A: I do. Where was Solomon’s temple located? 

E: Where? 

A: On the side of his head.  

E: [long look]  

A: I got another. Where is the first tennis match mentioned in the Bible? 

E: Andy, they didn’t…. 

A: Ah! Ah! Where is the first tennis match? 

E: [sigh] Where? 

A: When Joseph served in Pharaoh’s court.  

E: Andy…. 

A: It’s in the Bible! 

E: Uh huh. So, what story are we telling today, Andy? 

A: Uh, if you don’t know, we’re all in trouble.  

E: Well of course I know, but I just thought maybe you’d like to tell the kids.  

A: And what about the other, larger monkeys? 
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E: Andy, those are not monkeys! 

A: Are you sure? 

E: Oh boy. Andy, tell our friends what story we’re telling today.  

A: We’re telling a story about noses! 

E: Uh…Moses.  

A: Noses, Moses. Whatever.  

E: We’re going to start at the point where Moses has a very interesting talk with a 
burning bush.  

A: Sounds like a very interesting fellow.  

E: No, he wasn’t actually talking to the bush. The bush wasn’t talking. Just…you’ll 
see. So, in the book of Exodus, we read about a man named Moses. He was a 
Hebrew, but he was actually raised in Pharaoh’s palace. Pharaoh was the ruler of 
Egypt. But that’s another story, for another time.  

A: Ok, I follow so far.  

E: Now today, we’re picking up the story after Moses has grown up; he’s married 
and is taking care of his father-in-law’s flocks in a place called Midian. One day, he 
takes the flocks to a mountain called Mount Horeb, and lets them graze there.  

A: And he sees a bush.  

E: That’s true. But there’s something strange about this bush.  

A: It talks.  

E: Well, no, not quite. The bush is on fire! 

A: Oh. So no bush.  

E: Uh, no, there’s a bush.  

A: That’s on fire.  

E: Yes.  

A: So, no bush.  
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E: No, Andy there’s a bush, and it’s on fire.  

A: So…no bush.  

E: Andy, no, there is a bush and…. 

A: Listen to me. Moses is at a mountain.  

E: Yes.  

A: And there’s a bush.  

E: Yes.  

A: And it’s on fire.  

E: Correct.  

A: And so the last time I checked, if one were to, hypothetically, light a bush on 
fire – don’t do that, children – there would, in fact, no longer be a bush.  

E: Yes, that is true.  

A: Right.  

E: But not in this story.  

A: Exact-wait, what? Ohhhhh, wait. I know what’s going on.  

E: Ah, there we go. Yes, this was happening because…. 

A: Because it was like one of those trick candles where you blow on it, and it 
doesn’t go out, and then you blow again, and it doesn’t go out, and…. 

E: No, Andy.  

A: And then you spit on it, and…. 

E: Andy. No, it wasn’t a trick candle…er…bush. It was the Lord causing the bush to 
burn but not be burnt up.  

A: Oh. Oh yeah, or that. That’s a good explanation.  

E: Mmmm. And so Moses, being a curious sort, goes over to investigate this 
strange sight! A bush – in flames – that’s not burning up.  

A: And then what happened? 
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E: Well, as Moses goes over to look, God calls to him and says, “Moses! Moses!” 

A: And Moses says…? 

E: Moses says, “Here I am, Lord.” And then God tells Moses, take off your sandals. 
The place you are standing is holy ground.  

A: Because the Lord was there.  

E: That’s right. And the Lord told Moses, “I have seen how badly the Egyptians are 
treating my people, the Israelites, in Egypt. They have made them slaves.”  

A: Not very nice at all.  

E: No. And the Lord said, “Moses, I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people 
out of Egypt.” 

A: And Moses was like, “Oh yeah, I’ve got this. I’ll show that Pharaoh who’s boss. 
I’m going to march in there and tell him what’s what. I’m going to give him the ole 
one-two, the ole three-four, the….hello? A little help here? 

E: That’s not what Moses said.  

A: Oh. It’s not? 

E: Mmmm mmm. Nope. He said, “Lord, I’m a nobody. Send someone else.” 

A: The nerve.  

E: And the Lord simply said, “I’ll be with you. I promise to make a way for you. I 
will give you a land, and I will make it so that the Egyptians give you gifts and 
make you wealthy as you leave. You will be free and you will have everything you 
need. I will be with you.”  

A: And then Moses said, “Ok, you’ve convinced me. Let’s go!” 

E: And then Moses said, “What if the Israelites don’t believe me when I say ‘God 
sent me’?” 

A: Really? 

E: Yep.  

A: Tough sell, this guy.  
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E: So then the Lord said to Moses, “What is in your hand?” 

A: ….watermelon? 

E: What? No.  

A: Toothbrush? Skittles? Chainsaw? 

E: You are one of a kind. He had a staff in his hand. A walking stick.  

A: Oh.  

E: The Lord said to Moses, “Throw it on the ground.” And so he did, and it 
became….  

A: A watermelon? 

E: Andy…. 

A: Toothbrush? Skittles? Chainsaw? 

E: No, Andy. It became a snake.  

A: Ohhh, I hate snakes.  

E: Yes, Moses did too. He ran away. But the Lord said, “Take it by the tail.” And 
when Moses did that, it became a staff again.  

A: Thank goodness.  

E: Then, the Lord told Moses to put his hand inside his coat, and when Moses 
pulled it out, it was diseased, white with leprosy.  

A: But then the Lord said, “Put it back in your coat, and it became healthy again?” 

E: Yes, exactly.  

A: I’m getting the pattern here.  

E: Right. So God told Moses, “These signs will help the people to believe that it is 
indeed God who is sending you to do this. But, if they don’t believe that, I’ll give 
you one more sign you can show to them. You can take some water from the river 
and pour it on the ground, and it will become….” 

A: Cherry soda! 
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E: …and it will become blood.  

A: And it will become…blood?!? 

E: [nods] 

A: Well that escalated quickly.  

E: [shrugs] And so do you know what Moses said after all that? 

A: He said, “When do we leave?” 

E: No. He said, “Pardon me Lord, but…I don’t speak very well. I stumble over my 
words and can’t get it right. Send someone else.” 

A: Well, he’s persistent, I’ll give him that.  

E: But the Lord said, “Who gave you that mouth? Wasn’t it me? Now go, and I will 
help you speak and teach you what to say.” 

A: And then Moses got a bumper sticker for his mule that said “Egypt or Bust.” 

E: No.  

A: A bumper sticker that said, “This Mule Climbed Mount Horeb”? 

E: No. He said, “Pardon your servant Lord. Please send someone else.” 

A: [facepalm] And then the Lord reached a hand out of that burning bush and 
bonked Moses on the head. 

E: Well, not quite. But the Bible does say that the Lord was angry with Moses. But, 
even though he was frustrated with Moses, he offered to give him some help. He 
told Moses that he could bring along his brother Aaron. Aaron could do the 
talking, and Moses would be the one who would hear from God and perform 
those miraculous signs to convince the people.  

A: Wow. God was really kind to Moses.  

E: Yes, he sure was. And many people have heard the rest of this story – how 
Moses went to see Pharaoh and eventually, the Israelites were freed, and were 
led - by Moses – out of Egypt. But sometimes we don’t remember that Moses 
tried really hard to get out of it. He really didn’t think he was good enough to do 
this kind of important job for the Lord.  
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A: Neat story.  

E: Yeah, it is. Now, Andy, have you ever felt like Moses? Inadequate? Lacking? Like 
you’re not the best choice, and someone else would be better at the job? 

A: Well, now that you mention it…no.  

E: You feel quite perfectly perfect? 

A: Wellllllll…yes.  

E: Uh huh. Well, most of us don’t feel that way. We feel like we aren’t qualified to 
do big things for God. Maybe small things, but big things? Those jobs are for 
someone more important, more well-known, more well-spoken. Someone who 
has it all figured out and knows exactly what to do.  

A: Like me.  

E: Like….you…. Anyway, those aren’t the kind of people God is looking for.  

A: Oh.  

E: He’s just looking for someone who’s willing to volunteer. And God will always 
do the work of showing us what to say, teaching us what to do. That’s what the 
Holy Ghost does for us – it is God living in us and it teaches us and guides us from 
the inside out.  

A: Makes us smarter.  

E: For sure. So friends, the next time you feel like maybe you’d like to do 
something for God, but you hesitate, remember, God uses people who don’t have 
it all together. Jonah ran away.  

A: Paul was a murderer.  

E: Martha was a worrier.  

A: Thomas was a doubter.  

E: Moses stuttered.  

A: Zaccheus was short. 

E: Abraham was old.  
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A: Lazarus was dead! 

E: That’s true. God loves you – and can use you – just as you are. He will help you! 

A: Good job, human.  

E: Thanks, Andy. I guess we’d better get going for today.  

A: Musicians come.  

E: Thank you.  

A: You may be seated.  

E: Ok, Andy. See you later kids! 

A: Bye for now! 
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The 10 Plagues 
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human.  

E: How are you today, Andy? 

A: Fantastic. How are you? 

E: I’m good.  

A: [to kids] And how are you fine folks, today? 

(usually kids will be caught off guard and not say much, but, if they are 
enthusiastic, react enthusiastically and skip down to the bolded line) 

A: Oh, dear. They’re not sure. Best speed this along.  

E: Andy.  

A: Moving on, dear Ethel! 

E: Andy… 

A: Hustle! 

E: Ok, ok. Do you remember the story about Moses and…? 

A: Yes, it was about Moses and the campfire.  

E: Yes, exactly, Moses and the…no, wait. It wasn’t Moses and the campfire. Moses 
found a burning bush, and the Lord spoke to him about leading the Israelites out 
of Egypt, where they had been slaves.  

A: Burning bush sounds like a campfire to me.  

E: Well, maybe except that the bush was not burning up. It was a miracle of God, 
to show Moses His power! 

A: And also there were no s’mores.  

E: Andy.  
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A: You can’t have a campfire without s’mores.  

E: Ahem.  

A: Right. So, Moses, after much prolonged arguing with God, agrees to go with his 
brother Aaron to see Pharaoh and tell Pharaoh that God has commanded him to 
let the Israelites go.  

E: That’s true. And God also gave Moses three special signs he could use to display 
God’s power to Pharaoh.  

A: So they go and see Pharaoh, Moses throws his walking stick down, it becomes 
a snake, Pharaoh runs away, Israelites are free! 

E: [sarcasm] Riiiight.  

A: Uh, wrong! Don’t you know how this story goes? 

E: No, I just meant…. 

A: What do you mean ‘no’? You’re the narrator, the storyteller, the giver of 
information…. 

E: And you are….? 

A: [passes arm through the air] The star of the show.  

E: Mmmm. Anyway. When Moses and Aaron went to see Pharaoh, they 
commanded him to release the Israelites.  

A: And he said “No.” 

E: Right. He said, “No way! I don’t know your God! I don’t care what He says.” And 
then Pharaoh made the Israelites work even harder at their tasks as slaves.  

A: God was not happy, was He? 

E: No, He was not. He changed the river to blood, to show Pharaoh who was in 
charge. But Pharaoh didn’t care. “I will never let the Israelites go!” he said.  

A: And the Lord sent a load of toads.  

E: Ummm, actually, it was frogs. The Lord sent a plague of frogs. There were frogs 
everywhere in Egypt! 
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A: And so Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron in. Good news! He said, “I’ll let you 
people go if you ask your God to take the frogs away.” 

E: And so Moses prayed, and the frogs dropped dead. 

A: So they croaked? 

E: [long look] Really? 

A: They think it’s funny.  

E: And then…? 

A: Bad news. Pharaoh changed his mind.  

E: Yes. And so the Lord sent another plague. This time it was gnats. Pharaoh still 
refused to listen.  

A: That’s bad news.  

E: So God sent a plague of flies.  

A: Also bad news.  

E: So Pharaoh got tired of the plagues and called Moses and Aaron in and said, 
“Fine! Go!” 

A: That’s good news! 

E: But then when Moses prayed to God for the flies to leave, Pharaoh hardened 
his heart again and would not let the people leave.  

A: That’s bad news.  

E: And so, God sent another plague. The Egyptians’ animals got sick, and they all 
died.  

A: That’s bad news.  

E: But get this – not a single animal that belonged to the Israelites died. God was 
showing His power and taking care of His people.  

A: That’s great news! 

E: Yes. But Pharaoh still wouldn’t let the people go.  
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A: That’s bad news.  

E: Are you just going to do that the…? 

A: Hmmm? 

E: Actually, nevermind. I think we’ll just count our blessings. So then, there was a 
plague of boils – sores on the Egyptians’ skin. Still Pharaoh wouldn’t let the 
people go. Then, damaging hailstorms came. Pharaoh decided he would let the 
Israelites go…. 

A: That’s good news! 

E: But then he changed his mind.  

A: Oh. That’s bad news.  

E: And then there was a swarm of locusts that came and ate the Egyptians crops. 
Pharaoh decided he would let the people go.  

A: But then he changed his mind? 

E: Yes, he did. And so the Lord sent a plague of darkness. It was so dark the Bible 
says you could “feel” the darkness.  

A: That’s more bad news. You know, you’re starting to sound a bit like CNN. 

E: Andy…. 

A: Constant Nightly Negativity, that’s what CNN stands…. 

E: Andy…. 

A: Alright!! So, it’s dark in Egypt.  

E: Yes. Except in the homes of the Israelites.  

A: What? Really? 

E: Yes.  

A: How is that possible? 

E: It’s not possible. Except that God made it happen to show the Egyptians His 
power, and to show His people that He was going to take care of them.  
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A: Wow. That’s actually really cool.  

E: I’m sure it was.  

A: So did Pharaoh see the light? 

E:  [long look]  

A: I’m sorry, I can’t help it. It just pops out.  

E: Mmm. And no, Pharaoh didn’t see the light. Literally or figuratively. He told the 
Israelites that they could leave – everyone, even their animals.  

A: Wait, that’s good news! That’s exactly what…. 

E: And then he changed his mind.  

A: Seriously.  

E: And Pharaoh was so angry at Moses and Aaron, he told them that if he ever 
saw them again, he would have them killed.  

A: That’s bad news.  

E: Yes, but Moses had some bad news for Pharaoh too. He said, “The Lord says, 
because you have refused to listen to me, tonight I will go through all of Egypt. 
Every firstborn son or daughter will die, even the firstborn of Pharaoh himself. 
There will be wailing in Egypt like you have never heard before. But in the Israelite 
camp – not a dog will bark.” 

A: That’s really bad news.  

E: It was a very sad day for Egypt. But God had given Pharaoh many, many 
chances to listen.  

A: But it was a wonderful night for Israel, wasn’t it? 

E: It was, Andy. God gave Moses instructions for the people of Israel – they were 
to prepare a meal of lamb and eat it with their shoes and coat on – the Lord was 
going to get them out of Egypt, and He wanted them ready to leave. Now, do you 
know how God knew which houses to spare from that final, awful plague of 
death? 

A: How? 
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E: He told the people, “Put blood on the doorposts. When I see the blood, I will 
pass over you, and nothing will harm you.” 

A: And so that lamb that was sacrificed spared them from death? 

E: It did, and when we read about that sacrificed lamb and the blood in this 
Exodus story, it’s giving us a hint about what’s to come later in the Bible. Jesus 
was sacrificed on the cross, and His blood spares us eternal death, if we’ll apply it 
to our lives. 

A: Just like the Israelites applied it to their doorposts! 

E: That’s right.  

A: And so the Israelites did get out of Egypt? 

E: They did. And they would celebrate that night for the rest of time. They call it 
the “Passover,” because God “passed over” their homes when He saw the blood 
on the doorposts.  

A: And then what happened? 

E: Well, there’s more to the story, yes, but I think we need to save that for next 
time. For now, we better get going. Maybe you’d like to say goodbye? 

A: Uh, no, I’d like to hear the rest of the story.  

E: Well, you’ll have to come back next time and help me tell it.  

A: You know, you’d think after all this time that you could tell a story on your own 
once in a while.  

E: Mmmm…. But then there would be no star of the show.  

A: Ah. Well, yes, that’s true. I’ll come. Not like I have much of a choice.  

E: Ok. Thanks…I guess. Now, say goodbye to the kids.  

A: Goooooodbye kids! See you next week! 

E: Bye for now! 
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The Red Sea 
 

E: Good morning, Andy.  

A: Good morning, human.  

E: How’s it going today, Andy?  

A: Great.  

E: You have any jokes for our friends today? 

A: Sure. Who was the smartest man in the Bible? 

E: Who? 

A: Abraham. He knew a Lot.  

E: Any more? 

A: Ok. Let me tell you one that will give the fine folks here a clue of what story 
we’re telling today.  

E: Ok. Go ahead.  

A: What happens when you drop a blue marble into the Red Sea? 

E: What? 

A: It sinks.  

E: Ah, the anti-joke.  

A: The what? 

E: Nevermind. Yes, you’re right, we’re telling a story today about Moses and the 
Israelites crossing the Red Sea.  

A: I see.  

E: Now, if you remember, last week we told the kids about the time when God 
used Moses to lead God’s people, the Israelites, out of slavery in Egypt.  

A: Yes, I remember.  
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E: Well, once they left Egypt, they were following God, who was going ahead of 
them as a pillar of cloud in the day time, and a pillar of fire at night.  

A: S’mores all around.  

E: Anyway, God led the Israelites to the edge of the Red Sea.  

A: Was it red? 

E: What? Uh, no. It wasn’t.  

A: What colour was it? 

E: I don’t know. Blue I guess, just like most water.  

A: Then why was it called the Red Sea? 

E: Well, actually, there’s a certain kind of algae that grows there that sometimes 
makes the water look more reddish than blueish and … you know, this doesn’t 
really matter.  

A: Not really.  

E: So, anyway! The Israelites were at the edge of the Red Sea, and Pharaoh and 
his army were chasing them from behind. As you might expect, Pharaoh had 
changed his mind again about letting the Israelites go.  

A: Typical.  

E: The Israelites didn’t know what to do. They were terrified. They began 
panicking and screaming at Moses, “We’re trapped! What have you done to us, 
Moses?!” 

A: What did Moses do? 

E: Moses said, “Don’t be afraid! God is going to protect us.” And do you know 
what happened? 

A: What? 

E: God’s cloud came between the Israelites and Pharaoh’s army. The army 
couldn’t see anything, and they couldn’t move. They were stuck.  

A: But so were the Israelites.  
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E: Yes, that’s true. They were still stuck at the edge of the Red Sea.  

A: So….did they rent paddle boats? 

E: No, paddle boats weren’t…. 

A: Paddle boats wouldn’t be fast enough, right. Sea doos? 

E: No, Andy, they didn’t have any sea doos. 

A: Their cows wouldn’t fit on sea doos anyway.  

E: No, they wouldn’t have.  

A: Can you imagine a cow on a sea doo? 

E: Andy… 

A: WHOA BESSY!  

E: [look] 

A: Well, then how did they cross? 

E: The Lord told Moses to use his staff.  

A: His staff.  

E: Yes.  

A: Just how big of a staff was this? 

E: Well, it’s probably not what you think.  

A: No, probably not.  

E: The Lord told Moses to raise his staff over the sea. Then the Lord pushed back 
the sea to make a path.  

A: Literally? 

E: Literally the water parted. Moses and the Israelites followed the path through 
the sea and to the other side. But when the cloud moved, suddenly Pharaoh’s 
army could see the Israelites again.  

A: Uh oh Spaghetti-O.  
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E: Well, uh oh for Pharaoh’s army. They began to chase after the Israelites again, 
but the Lord told Moses to raise his staff again, and when he did, the sea swept 
over the Egyptians and swept away Pharaoh and his army.  

A: The Israelites were finally free! 

E: They were. They sang praises to God! They weren’t slaves any more.  

A: That’s an amazing story. Sometimes they’re so amazing, it’s hard to believe 
they’re true.  

E: Yes, it is, isn’t it? But those miraculous displays of God’s power really 
happened! Everything you read about in the Bible really happened! 

A: Did you know there’s a song about this story? 

E: Yes, I did, actually.  

A: Ahem.  

E: You’re gonna sing? 

A: Is that a problem? 

E: I’m not sure yet.  

A: Well I never…. Do any of the children in the audience know how to say the 
word “no”?  

E: Ha. I’m quite sure the answer to that is “yes.” 

A: Ok. Great. So, kids, you’re going to help me by singing just that one word. She’ll 
point to you when it’s your turn.  

E: Oh, I will, will I? 

A: You said you know this song.  

E: Yes, I do.  

A: So, like I said, she’ll point to you. We’re going to sing about Moses crossing the 
Red Sea. I’m going to ask, “Did he swim?” And you say, “No, no!” Try it on three. 
One, two, three: [kids respond: “No no”] Great! And then I’ll ask, “Did he fly?” 
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And you do that again, “No, no!” And then I’ll ask, “Did he run?” and this last time 
you say “No, no, no, no!” Then we’ll do those three all over again. Ok, ready? 

E: Andy, are you sure about this? 

A: Yes, I’m sure. Get ready to point.  

E: Ok.  

A: Ahem. How did Moses cross the Red Sea? How did Moses cross the Red Sea? 
How did Moses cross the Red Sea? How did he get across? Did he swim? 

E: [points] 

A: Did he fly? 

E: [points] 

A: Did he run? 

E: [points] 

A: Did he jump? 

E: [points] 

A: Did he sail? 

E: [points] 

A: How did he get across? God blew the wind, puff, puff, puff, puff. He blew just 
enough, nough, nough, nough, nough. And through the sea he made a path. 
That’s how he got across.  

E: Very nice.  

A: Thank you. Great job kids. Now, do you guys want to know my all-time 
favourite hymn? 

E: Andy, shouldn’t we be going now? 

A: They want to know! You want to know, right? 

E: Andy.  

A: Key of L, please.  
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E: Andy, there is no key of L.  

A: Shhh, shh!! La la la la laaaaaa…. Annnnnnnnnnndyyyyyyyy walks with me, Andy 
talks with me, Andy tells me I am His own…. 

E: Ohhhh boy.  

A: No, no, the words are “And the joy….” 

E: No, no, I know the words.  

A: Apparently not.  

E: You know what, Andy, I think we’ll sign off for today, but we’ll be back again 
soon with another Bible story. See you later, kids! 

A: Bye for now! 
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The 12 Spies 
For this skit, you will need to put the word PROBLEMS on either a screen projector, or a large piece of 
paper taped to the wall. It should be some distance from you.  

 

E: Good morning, Andy.  

A: Good morning. [looks around anxiously] 

E: How are…you this morning? 

A: Is this area secured? 

E: I’m sorry? 

A: I repeat, is this area secured?  

E: Secured? 

A: Is our conversation confidential?  

E: Uh, no. We’re broadcasting live on the internet. (if you’re not, say, ‘lots of these 
people have a smart phone’) 

A: Did you contact the agent? Activate the informant? Do you have my attaché?  

E: What are you talking about? 

A: You are blowing your cover! This is a clandestine operation!  

E: Andy…. 

A: If you don’t fall in line, I’m going to report you to the CIA! 

E: Andy…. 

A: Or the FBI! 

E: Andy…. 

A: Or the PTA! 

E: Andy! 

A: WHAT?! 
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E: What are you doing? 

A: What do you mean? 

E: What’s up with all the spy talk? 

A: [sighs] We’re doing a story about spies, remember? 

E: Well, yes, I remember, but it’s about the 12 spies.  

A: Yes…? 

E: Like, the story of the 12 spies from the Bible.  

A: Oh.  

E: Yeah.  

A: Ok, then. Carry on. Roger. Over and out. The eagle has landed. Agent A, signing 
off.  

E: Oh boy. Well, Andy, do you remember once we told the story about Moses and 
the Passover – the night when God miraculously rescued the Israelites from 
slavery in Egypt? 

A: I do.  

E: Well, once they were out of Egypt, and once they had crossed over the Red 
Sea, they eventually found themselves near the land God had promised them. 
God told Moses to send spies to see what the land was like, and what the people 
are like. And so Moses picked 12 men…. 

A: Why would he pick 12? Don’t you think it would be easier to go as a single spy? 
Instead of like, a gaggle of spies? I mean, how easy is it to spot a group of 12 
spies? 

E: Andy….  

A: It’s like, “Hey over here! We’ve come to spy on your land!” 

E: Or it could be because there were 12 tribes that made up the nation of Israel.  

A: [scoffing] Because there were 12 tribes that made up the…[pause to think, 
changes attitude]…oh. Yeah, I suppose that makes sense.  
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E: Doesn’t it.  

A: Ok, 12 spies it is.  

E: And so, the spies went to check out the land. Moses told them to check out the 
people – were they friendly or not? Big or not? Many or few? Moses told them to 
check out the soil, the cities, the trees, the fruit…. 

A: And the dining options.  

E: The dining options? 

A: Yes. For example, were there or were there not any taco joints? Or food 
trucks?  

E: Uh, no, Andy, there were no taco joints.  

A: Well that’s a no from me, then, dawg. 

E: So anyway! The spies go and check out the land. They cut off a big bunch of 
grapes to bring back and show Moses how beautiful the fruit is that grows there. 
But, they also tell Moses that the people who live there are big and strong and 
scary and that the cities have big walls.  

A: Also a no from me, dawg. 

E: Well, most of them felt like that. But there were two spies, Joshua and Caleb, 
who felt differently. They said, “Don’t worry about the big, scary people and the 
cities with big walls. God has promised us this land. He will give it to us.” 

A: Really? 

E: Yes, really.  

A: Were they crazy?  

E: No, they weren’t crazy! 

A: A bunch of wandering Israelites against all these big, strong, scary people and 
their big, strong, scary walled cities? 

E: A bunch of Israelites and God. 

A: You have a point there.  
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E: Naturally. 

A: So did they go? Who did the Israelites listen to? 

E: Who would you listen to? 

A: Whoever had the tacos.  

E: You’d make a decision like that based on food? 

A: I make most of my decisions based on food.  

E: Oy. Well, Andy, they listened to the 10 spies who said, “We can’t do it!” 

A: Really? 

E: That surprises you? 

A: Well, I guess I just figured for a people who just got miraculously delivered 
from slavery, and miraculously rescued from the Egyptian army…I don’t know, I 
guess I thought they’d have a little more faith in God.  

E: Well, yeah, I guess I’d think that too, but sometimes it’s hard to remember all 
the great things God has done for us as soon as we come up against something 
hard. And that’s what happened to the Israelites. They knew God was with them, 
and helping them, and they knew God could do miracles – they’d just seen him do 
a bunch of them! 

A: But they still didn’t believe he would give them the land he had promised 
them? 

E: Well, I don’t know exactly how they were thinking. But what I do know is this. 
They were focusing on the big scary people, and the big, scary walls…instead of 
God.  

A: Ain’t that the truth.  

E: You know, Andy, when we focus on our problems, or the hard things that we 
face in life, they seem bigger. Actually, let me show you a trick.  

A: A trick? 

E: Yes, a trick.  
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A: I love tricks.  

E: Ok. See that word on the screen there? (use ‘wall’ if you’re using a page taped 
to a wall) 

A: Yes.  

E: Ok. Read me the word on the screen. (or ‘paper’) 

A: Ok… “SMELBORP.” 

E: What? 

A: “SMELBORP.” 

E: Andy, that does not say “SMELBORP.” 

A: It does too.  

E: It does not.  

A: Does too.  

E: Well, it does if you read it backwards.  

A: Well of course you read it backwards. Everyone knows that in Hebrew, you 
read right to left.  

E: Andy, we’re not reading in Hebrew.  

A: But we’re telling a Bible story.  

E: But Andy, our Bible has been translated into English. It’s not in Hebrew. We 
read left to right, not right to left.  

A: Well that explains why my devotions take so long.  

E: Oh boy. Ok, let’s carry on here. Now, Andy, that word is “PROBLEMS,” and I 
want you to notice something. If we go over here and get real close to these 
problems, they seem bigger, don’t they? 

A: Yes it does look a big more imposing from here.  
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E: And it’s kind of all that we see if we just stay here and focus on PROBLEMS. But 
you know, if we turn our attention away from our problems and move away from 
thinking about them to focus on something else, guess what? 

A: It gets smaller! 

E: Well, it doesn’t actually get smaller, but because we are not focusing on it and 
letting our problems get right in our face, they seem smaller. And the lesson we 
can learn from the story of the 12 spies is that we need to focus on the right 
things. Those 10 spies were focusing on the problems, and when you focus on 
problems, they seem bigger than they really are. But what we should do is be like 
those two spies, Caleb and Joshua, who saw the problems, but decided to focus 
on God instead. Do you know what happens when we focus on God? 

A: What? 

E: We realize that our problems are actually very small compared to our very big 
God. And we can make our problems a lot smaller to our eyes just by putting our 
focus on God instead of our problems.  

A: That’s a great tip, human. So what did happen to those Israelites? Did they 
focus on God and go get their promised land? 

E: No.  

A: NO!? 

E: No they didn’t. They were too scared. They didn’t trust God. And God was very 
angry with them. He actually wanted to destroy them, but Moses pleaded with 
God to be merciful. And so God let them live, but instead of conquering the 
promised land, the people wandered in the wilderness for forty years, until all 
those negative doubters got old and died. Then and only then did God let the rest 
of the Israelites enter the promised land.  

A: Whoa. It sure does make life a lot better when we focus on God, doesn’t it? 

E: Now that’s the truth. Well friends, we’re out of time today, but remember, no 
matter how big your problem is…. 

A: God is bigger! 

E: See you next time! 
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A: Bye for now! 
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Jericho 
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human! 

E: Have you got a joke for the kids today?  

A: Yep. Kids, what does Andy wear when he’s making banana bread? [pause] An 
ape-ron! 

E: You have one more?  

A: Sure. What do bananas say when they answer the phone? 

E: What? 

A: Yellow.  

E: You ready to start? 

A: Yeah, I suppose, but hey, first, do you want to hear a nursery rhyme?  

E: Ok, that’s random.  

A: I’m random.  

E: True enough. Ok, go ahead, keep it brief.  

A: You’re telling me to keep it brief? 

E: Andy… 

A: Alright! Jack and Jill went up the hill to fetch a pail of water.  

E: And? 

A: And what?  

E: What comes next? 

A: How should I know! Did I say Jack and Jill and Andy went up the hill? I assume 
they came back down the other side.  

E: Why do you assume that? 
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A: Well they didn’t come back to where I was standing.  

E: So you were there? 

A: Of course! I only report the news I know is true. [pause] In other news, The 
Queen ate Bacon and Eggs for breakfast.  

E: Wait a minute. How do you know that? 

A: I was there of course.  

E: You were at Buckingham Palace today? 

A: I was.  

E: I happen to know that you were right here today, not someplace else.  

A: I can prove I was someplace else.  

E: Go ahead.  

A: Was I in Paris?  

E: No. 

A: Was I in Tokyo? 

E: No. 

A: Florida? 

E: No.  

A: So if I wasn’t in Paris and I wasn’t in Tokyo and I wasn’t in Florida, you must 
agree that I was someplace else? 

E: Well, yes, of course.  

A: [triumphant] The Queen ate bacon and eggs this morning.  

E: Uh huh. Well, Andy, how about we tell the Bible story today.  

A: Okie doke! 

E: You know, my story today is about a leader and a group of people who had 
great faith. Do you remember what faith is?  



73 
 

A: Yeah, faith is kind of like trusting God even when you don’t see what he’s 
doing.  

E: Yeah, that’s right. It’s kind of like following along behind God, and not being 
able to see exactly where you’re going, but going anyway and trusting Him to lead 
you.  

A: So the people in today’s story had faith?  

E: They sure did. These people were called the Israelites, and our story takes place 
just after they had been miraculously freed from several hundred years of slavery 
to the Egyptians.  

A: How’d they get free? 

E: Well, that’s another story for another time, but once they were free and had 
crossed over into the land God had promised would be theirs, they still had a 
bunch of…. 

A: Bananas?  

E: What? 

A: A bunch of bananas? 

E: No, of course not. They had a bunch of problems.  

A: Oh.  

E: Yeah. See, the land they had traveled to was land that God promised to give 
them, but there were people living there – people who didn’t love God.  

A: What? I thought you said God promised them this land.  

E: He did. But that doesn’t mean He just let them walk in and set up their tents 
without any difficulty. God often uses difficult situations to teach us important 
lessons, and He certainly did that for the Israelites.  

A: Ok, so they arrive in this land, and surprise! There are people there. So what 
did they do?  

E: Well, one of the first places they came to was a city called Jericho. Now, cities 
in the Bible were not like cities today. They were smaller, and there were usually 
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walls built around the entire city. Great, big, thick walls. The only place you could 
get in was a gate, and as you can imagine, the people of Jericho weren’t really 
interested in moving out, or letting the Israelites in.  

A: So what did they do? 

E: Well, God gave their leader Joshua a great plan to conquer or take over the city 
of Jericho, but I’ve got to warn you, the plan God gave them sounded a bit crazy.  

A: I’m starting to think God mostly works with crazy plans.  

E: I think you’re right on there, Andy.  

A: So how crazy was it? Did he tell them to use catapults and launch rotten eggs 
over the walls?  

E: No, God didn’t tell them to launch rotten eggs. He told them to…. 

A: Send dogs with fleas.  

E: No.  

A: Send cats? 

E: Cats with fleas? 

A: No, just cats. To sit and stare and them moodily.  

E: No, Andy, not cats. God told them to… 

A: Sit outside the gate and play kazoos.  

E: What? No.  

A: Harmonicas?  

E: No.  

A: Bagpipes?  

E: Andy! 

A: That would sure drive me out.  

E: Andy, those were not even invented yet…. 

A: Really? 
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E: Really. Anyway, no, it was none of those things. But you are getting warmer. 
God told their leader, Joshua, to get the priests and walk around the city once 
every day, for six days, blowing their horns.  

A: That’s it? 

E: Well, yeah, that was the first part of the plan.  

A: That’s an unusual plan.  

E: I told you, it seemed a bit crazy.  

A: I think I’d be a little insulted if I was that musician. “Hey, you guys who lead 
worship, do you think you could go play your instruments while you walk around 
this city? That’ll drive the people out for sure.” 

E: Well, that wasn’t really what God was up to, Andy.  

A: No?  

E: No, it wasn’t about the sound. It was about marching around the city 
worshipping God, claiming this territory for Israel.  

A: I don’t know, I think I’d still be offended.  

E: So the priests led the people and that’s what they did for six days, march 
around blowing their horns once each day. But on the seventh day, God gave 
them a bit of a different plan. He said, march around seven times today, blowing 
your horns. Then, give a loud, long blast on your horn. When you do that, have 
the people all give a loud SHOUT! And the walls will come down.  

A: So give a loud shout and the walls will come down?  

E: That’s what God told them to do, yes.  

A: Let me try…..AHHHHH! 

E: [closes mouth quickly] Nope.  

A: But I…. 

E: Nope.  

A: Spoilsport.  
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E: So on that seventh day, the priests and the army following them got up early 
and began marching – this time they had seven laps to do. So they marched and 
they blew the horns one time, two times, three times, fo… 

A: We get it.  

E: And then the seventh time, when the priests sounded that long trumpet blast, 
Joshua commanded them, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the city!” 

A: And the wall collapsed.  

E: It sure did. The people of Israel were able to easily take the city and the people 
of Jericho learned that the God of Israel was the most powerful God in the 
universe. And it all started with some people believing in a crazy plan that seemed 
pretty impossible.  

A: That plan was pretty crazy.  

E: It was, and it required the people to have a lot of trust and faith in God, didn’t 
it? To follow Him even before they could see the end of the story. Do you think 
some of them doubted that the wall would fall down?  

A: Well, I know even I would have had trouble believing that some yelling could 
bring down a wall.  

E: Yeah, I would have too. And sometimes we can’t see what God is doing. 
Sometimes we’re just following behind, feeling a little confused as to what’s going 
on.  

A: That’s the truth.  

E: Sometimes it’s hard to trust God when it seems like He’s leading us down a 
road that is difficult to travel.  

A: Lots of bumps.  

E: Yes, Andy.  

A: Lots of potholes.  

E: Yes, Andy.  

A: Lots of construction signs.  
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E: Yes, Andy. Lots of challenges. Sometimes in life we feel like God allows us to 
experience things that just make us frustrated, angry or sad. And it just feels like 
we’re trusting, but the problems are still there.  

A: Just like the Israelites.  

E: Yes! Remember, they walked around for six days and NOTHING HAPPENED. But 
they kept at it. Do you think they were glad they did, in the end?  

A: I would say so.  

E: Right. In life we will all come up against Jerichos.  

A: I thought you said the walls of Jericho fell down.  

E: Andy, I mean that metaphorically.  

A: Meta-who? 

E: We won’t literally come up against walls, but sometimes in life, we’ll feel like 
we just have trouble after trouble. But if we continue to just put one foot in front 
of the other… 

A: Sometimes literally! 

E: Sometimes literally, yes. If we continue to put one foot in front of the other, 
trust God and have faith that He is using all of these challenges to help us become 
even greater Christians, then we will be ok and at the end, we’ll look back and 
think, “Wow, isn’t it amazing what God did?” Did you know there’s a verse in the 
Bible that kind of sums up our story pretty well? 

A: What verse is that? 

E: Well, it’s found in Romans, and it says, “We know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His 
purpose.” So even when it seems like bad or frustrating or scary things are 
happening in our lives or in our world, we can remember that God can and will 
use those things for our good, in the end.  

A: Even when someone is mean to me?  

E: Yes, Andy. God will work it for good.  
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A: Even when things are happening that make me feel a bit anxious?  

E: God will work it for good.  

A: Even if I’ve got trouble in my family? 

E: God will work it for good.  

A: So even if I can’t figure out exactly what God is doing…. 

E: …you can always trust that following Him is the best plan. And He’ll always 
work it out for you if you continue to trust and have faith, just like the people of 
Israel did when they came up against Jericho. You can never lose with God.  

A: Thanks, human. 

E: Anytime, Andy. Well kids, we’ve got to head out for today. Thanks for joining us 
for another Bible story. Andy, before we go, did you have any other news to 
report?  

A: Did you know the Queen had Spaghetti and Meatballs for supper.  

E: Oh, Andy.  

A: Hehehe. See ya later kids! 
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David & Goliath  
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human.  

E: Whatcha up to, Andy?  

A: I’m getting ready to tell a Bible story to these kids.  

E: Oh, great! I was wondering if you’d help me tell the Bible story to the kids 
today.  

A: You bet, human. But this time, I get to lead.  

E: Uh huh. How ‘bout we just take it as it comes?  

A: Ok, sure. What story do you want to tell? The story of Ehud and Eglon? I can 
get some toilet paper. 

E: Uh, maybe next time. How about a story that’s a little more common?  

A: Eutychus Falls Asleep in Church?  

E: Andy! 

A: What? That’s a common narrative! 

E: How about…. 

A: Elisha and the She Bears? 

E: [long look] 

A: It’s in the Bible! 

E: Maybe another time, ok? How about David and Goliath? 

A: Oh, sure, why didn’t you say so? 

E: So you want to lead, huh? 

A: Yep.  

E: Ok, go ahead and start us off by telling us about the giant.  
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A: Okie, dokie! Once upon a time there was a giant. The giant stood in the 
doorway of his castle and said “FE FI FO FUM!” 

E: That’s the wrong story, Andy.  

A: Oh, right. Once upon a time there was a giant named Goliath. He was a 
Philistine, and he was big. And he was ugly! 

E: Andy, the Bible doesn’t say he was ugly.  

A: Well yeah.  

E: Ok. Whatever. So Goliath, he was a Philistine and he was a giant and he… 

A: And he was UGLY! 

E: [motions to continue] 

A: Alright, alright. And he and his army came to fight against Israel and their king, 
Saul. And Goliath stood on one hill and shouted to the Israelites on the other side, 
“SEND A SOLDIER TO FIGHT ME! If he defeats me, we will be your slaves! But if I 
defeat him, you will be our slaves!” 

E: And the Israelite soldiers took one look at Goliath and they thought…. 

A: They thought he was UGLY! 

E: Did you know he was over 9 feet tall? 

A: [looks up] That’s big.  

E: That’s big. They took one look at him, how big he was and how scary he looked, 
and they got scared.  

A: And they didn’t want to fight him. So they huddled in their tents like pansies.  

E: Yeah. Now meanwhile, David is a young boy at home with his father because 
he’s too young to be part of the army.  

A: Right. He was a shepherd, taking care of sheep.  

E: And his father asks him to take some food to his brothers, who are sitting on 
the hill across from the Philistine camp.  

A: Like pansies.  



81 
 

E: So David gathers the food and supplies and travels to the army’s camp. And 
that’s when he saw Goliath, and he …. 

A: He thought he was UGLY! 

E: He heard Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army. And he went immediately to 
the King – Saul – and said, “I’m not afraid to fight the giant!” 

A: And King Saul said, “Uh, hello, you can’t fight the giant. You’re a little…little.” 

E: That’s right, but David said, “God will help me face this giant!” 

A: And so the king gave David his armor, which was useless because Saul shopped 
at Big and Tall and David shopped at The Children’s Place.  

E: Uhhhh, something like that. But regardless, Saul’s armor was way too big for 
David, and David told Saul he didn’t want it. Instead of taking a sword and armor, 
David went to a nearby stream and picked out five smooth stones. Then he went 
with his five stones and slingshot and stood before Goliath.  

A: And Goliath laughed and laughed.  

E: Yes, that’s basically it. Goliath made fun of David and asked who this kid was 
coming to fight him.  

A: It does seem a little lopsided to me.  

E: Except it wasn’t because God was with David, and when you have God with 
you, you are stronger than anything in the world. So David is coming toward 
Goliath, and everyone is thinking…. 

A: BUH BYE DAVID! 

E: Yes, I’m sure they were. But David said, “Goliath, you come at me with a sword 
and a spear, but I come at you in the name of the Lord, who rules over all!” And 
he put a stone in his sling, and he let it fly! And it hit Goliath right in the middle of 
his forehead. He fell to the ground! And when the Philistines saw that their hero 
was dead, they ran away!  

A: Can we just talk about how crazy this story sounds? I mean, really? A rock, 
against a huge, UGLY giant? 
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E: Yeah, I know it sounds crazy, but you know what Andy? God’s ideas sometimes 
DO sound crazy to us. But here’s the thing. It might sound crazy, but if it works, 
then suddenly it’s not so crazy after all, huh? 

A: That’s the truth.  

E: Sometimes God uses crazy things to do His work. For example, a little boy and a 
rock…we would NEVER think a little boy with a rock and a slingshot could kill a 
giant, but guess what?  

A: Joke’s on the giant.  

E: That’s right. If we don’t fear and trust God to keep his word, He will take care of 
us and help us do amazing things as well. There are many stories in the Bible 
about people in difficult situations who trusted God, and God always caused them 
to come out on top, in the end.  

A: Do you want to tell those stories too? 

E: Well, maybe, but another time. We’re out of time for today.  

A: Ok, ok. Can I tell a joke before we go?  

E: If you must.  

A: Why do gorillas have big nostrils?  

E: Why?  

A: Because they have big fingers! 

E: Oh, Andy.  

A: Remember to wash those hands, kids! See ya later! 
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Elisha and the Sunken Axe Head 
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human.  

E: How’s it going today? 

A: It’s going great. How’s it going with you? 

E: I’m doing good, Andy, thanks. Did you want to say hello to the kids? 

A: Hello, kids. How’s it going with you?  

(usually kids are too caught off guard to respond enthusiastically, but if they do, 
alter the next line to fit their response) 

A: The silent type. Anyway, what’s your story about today? 

E: Well, I thought we’d tell a weird Bible story.  

A: Oh, I love those. Which one today? Maybe Eutychus.  

E: No, it’s not Eutychus. Today, I thought we’d talk about Elisha and the sunken 
axe head.  

A: I’m not familiar.  

E: No? Well, it’s about Elisha and a …sunken…axe head.  

A: [sarcastic] You don’t say!  

E: Ok, wise guy. Let’s begin. First, can you tell the boys and girls who Elisha was? 

A: He was a business man who made great profit.  

E: Uh, no, not quite. He didn’t make great profit. He was a great prophet.  

A: Oh, right. I always forget that.  

E: Yes, you do.  

A: Well, nobody’s perfect.  

E: And can you tell the boys and girls a little bit about what a prophet did? 
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A: A prophet would receive messages directly from God, and tell the people what 
God was saying to them.  

E: Ok, so, true or false: prophets were well-liked.  

A: That’s false, for the most part. Prophets were often disliked because humans 
don’t like to hear when they’re messing up.  

E: Mmmm. But apes are quite perfect.  

A: Naturally.  

E: So Elisha was a messenger for God, and although he was often quite disliked, 
one person who did like him was God, and God would help Elisha even when 
people didn’t. God was on Elisha’s side.  

A: And God will always be on your side if you follow him and obey his word.  

E: That’s true Andy.  

A: Naturally. So, anyway, Elisha, axe head…. 

E: Yes. So this story is found in 2 Kings chapter 6. In this story, a group of prophets 
– friends of Elisha – are talking with him. They told Elisha, “The place we are 
meeting with you is too small. Let’s head down to the Jordan River – there are lots 
of logs there. We can cut some down and build a new place for us to meet, one 
that will be big enough.” 

A: And Elisha said no.  

E: And Elisha said…no, Elisha didn’t say no. Why would he say no? 

A: I don’t know. He didn’t like manual labor? 

E: Oh brother. No, Andy, Elisha was willing to help. They asked him if he would 
come with them and he agreed. So, he went with them to the Jordan River, and 
the group began cutting down trees to build this new meeting place.  

A: Ok. So far, so good.  

E: Now, Andy, do you know what an axe head is? 

A: I know what a shower head is.  
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E: Uh, yeah that’s not it.  

A: I know what bed head is.  

E: Yes, do you ever.  

A: What? 

E: Nevermind. But do you know what an axe head is? 

A: No, but I know what a flat head screwdriver is.  

E: Yeah, that’s great Andy, but…. 

A: And I also know what a Phillips head is.  

E: Yeah, ok Andy, but… 

A: And also a bobble head. [Bobbles head around] 

E: [waits] And an axe head? 

A: Nope, got nothing.  

E: Ok, let me tell you.  

A: Don’t let me stop you.  

E: An axe head was a piece of sharpened stone that was attached to a wooden 
handle. And people would use an axe to cut down trees.  

A: Ok, I follow so far.  

E: And so, all of the prophets who were working with Elisha that day were using 
axes to cut down trees…. 

A: …to build their new meeting place.  

E: Yes, that’s it. Good job.  

A: Thank you.  

E: And remember they’re working near a river, right? 

A: Yes, the river Jordan.  

E: You do listen.  
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A: Naturally.  

E: While they were working, one of the men suddenly cried out in anguish.  

A: Oh no!  

E: What? 

A: Please tell me he didn’t chop someone’s hand off accidentally.  

E: No, no, no, he didn’t chop someone’s hand off accidentally. Instead, he…. 

A: Was it worse?  

E: Well… 

A: Oh, no, it was worse! He chopped someone’s head off accidentally? 

E: Andy, do you think it would be easy to chop someone’s head off accidentally? 

A: I don’t know! I’ve never tried. Have you? 

E: No, of course not.  

A: Well that’s a relief.  

E: Ok, back on track…. This man cried out in anguish because all of a sudden his 
axe head had flung off and landed in the water.  

A: That’s it? 

E: Well it sank.  

A: So he cried out in anguish because a piece of rock flew off into the water and 
sank? 

E: Well, it’s a little more than that. An axe head was a tool, and in those days, they 
took quite a bit of effort to make and keep sharp, and worst of all, the axe head 
this man was using wasn’t even his – it was borrowed.  

A: But it’s still just a rock.  

E: No, it’s an axe head.  

A: Made out of rock.  
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E: Yes, made out of rock. How can I explain this to you? Imagine if you had gone 
to Pastor [Jack]’s house and borrowed his power drill. (use your own pastor’s 
name here) 

A: Ok.  

E: And dropped it in the [Nashwaak]. (use the name of a nearby body of water, 
preferably an unusual-sounding one) 

A: The what? 

E: The…river. Just...it’s a river. Anyway, imagine you had borrowed his power drill 
and dropped it in the river.  

A: How did you know about that? 

E: Know about what? 

A: That I borrowed Pastor [Jack]’s power drill and dropped it in the river.  

E: You borrowed Pastor [Jack]’s power drill and dropped it in the river? 

A: I got him a new one.  

E: Does he know about this? 

A: He does now.  

E: Uh huh. Anyway, ok then. How did you feel when you dropped Pastor [Jack]’s 
power drill in the river? 

A: Wet.  

E: You dove in after it? 

A: Ya huh.  

E: Ok. This train is off the tracks again. You felt bad, I imagine? 

A: Yes, truly sorry. Deeply grieved.  

E: You sound it.  

A: I was! 
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E: Anyway, this man was upset because the axe head he was using was borrowed, 
and now he’d lost it in the Jordan River. But Elisha wasn’t worried. He said, 
“Where did it fall?” 

A: In the RIVER! 

E: He meant where in the river, Andy. What part of the river.  

A: Oh.  

E: And the man showed him the place. Then Elisha took a stick and threw it into 
the water at that spot. And guess what happened? 

A: Nothing.  

E: The axe head floated to the surface.  

A: You said it was made of rock.  

E: It was.  

A: Rock doesn’t float.  

E: It does when God tells it to…. 

A: [raises hand to object, but reconsiders] …ah. Yes. True.  

E: And God helped that man that day by taking care of something that was super 
insignificant to God, but was important to the man. The lost axe head might have 
caused that man a lot of trouble. He would have had to go to his friend and 
explain, and maybe the friend would have been angry, or maybe the man 
wouldn’t have had the money to replace the tool. But instead God used Elisha to 
help – even though it wasn’t really a problem to anyone but that man.  

A: Neat.  

E: Yeah. And so the lesson we can learn from this story is….? 

A: Wood is less dense than rock.  

E: Oh boy. Sure. But ALSO, God cares about the little concerns we have. Even 
things like missing tools – or favourite toys, or little arguments we have that make 
us feel sad inside. God cares about everything we care about, and He will help us 
if we’ll talk to him.  
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A: I think there’s a Bible verse about cares that would fit great right here.  

E: Yes, there sure is, Andy. The Bible says in 1 Peter 5:7, “Give all your worries and 
cares to God, for he cares about you.” 

A: Not just the big worries.  

E: No, the small ones too. If it’s small enough for you to worry about, it’s big 
enough to take to God.  

A: Neat story, human.  

E: Thanks, Andy. Well, do you want to say goodbye to the kids? 

A: [to host] Goodbye to the kids.  

E: No. [turns head toward audience] Say goodbye.  

A: Oh! Well, kids, we gotta banana split for now. Remember that God made you 
special, and he loves you very much.  

E: Did you just plagiarize Veggie Tales? 

A: Uh…God made you unique, and He thinks you’re very cool? 

E: That works. See you next time kids! 

A: Bye for now! 
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Elisha and the She Bears 
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human.  

E: What’s up today? 

A: Oh, not much. Did you know I went on a hike in the woods yesterday? 

E: Really? 

A: Of course really. I was walking along when I came upon this little clearing with 
this little cabin. And so being a curious, nosy sort, I knocked on the door. No one 
answered and so I went in and what to my surprise, there was a meal on the 
table.  

E: Really?  

A: Yes! So I attempted to sit down and indulge. I tried the first chair, but it was too 
hard. And then I tried the second chair, but it was too soft. But the third chair…ah, 
just right.  

E: [rolling eyes] And then? 

A: And then I tried the food. The food in the first bowl was too hot. The food in 
the second bowl was too cold. But that third bowl. Mmm. Just right.  

E: And then you were tired? 

A: Well actually, yes, I was a bit fatigued from my walk in the woods. And so…. 

E: And so you went upstairs and found three beds. And the first one was too 
hard? And the second one was too soft? And the third one...ah, just right? 

A: Oh. You’ve heard this story I see.  

E: Mmm. Goldilocks and the three bears? 

A: Well, I tried.  

E: Would you like to hear a Bible story about bears? 
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A: [skeptical] There’s a Bible story about bears. 

E: There is.  

A: I didn’t know Goldilocks and the Three Bears was in the Bible.  

E: Uh, no. It’s not Goldilocks and the Three Bears. That story isn’t in the Bible.  

A: But I thought you said…. 

E: I said, a Bible story about bears. 

A: Oh. Ok.  

E: This one is called “Elisha and the She Bears.” 

A: Elisha and the She Bears.  

E: Yep.  

A: Clever title.  

E: Thank you. Now, Andy, do you remember what a prophet is? 

A: Yes. It’s a financial gain, the difference between the amount earned and the 
amount spent. Everyone knows that.  

E: Uh, no, not that kind of prophet. I mean, a Bible prophet.  

A: Oh. A messenger for the Lord.  

E: Hey, you do listen.  

A: [long delay] What? Sorry I wasn’t listening. 

E: Never mind. Anyway, there was a prophet in the Bible named Elisha. He was 
one of God’s messengers. And he helped many people by challenging them to live 
their lives for God. But that didn’t mean he had no enemies. There were many 
people who didn’t like Elisha, because sometimes human beings don’t like to hear 
the truth.  

A: Ain’t that the truth.  
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E: Yes. So one day, Elisha was traveling from Jericho to Bethel. As he was walking 
along the road, some young people came out of the city and began making fun of 
him. They said…. 

A: [singsong] You look like a monkey. And you smell like one too.  

E: Uh. No, that’s not what they said.  

A: They called him four eyes? 

E: What? No. He wasn’t wearing glasses.  

A: Do you know he wasn’t wearing glasses? 

E: Yes, actually, Andy.  

A: Does the Bible say he wasn’t wearing glasses? Hmmm? 

E: Andy.  

A: Hmmm? 

E: No.  

A: Then how do you know? 

E: Because glasses hadn’t been invented yet, Andy.  

A: [scoffing] Because glasses hadn’t been invente…oh. Yeah. That’s a fair point.  

E: Yeah.  

A: Carry on.  

E: They came after him and began calling him “baldy!” 

A: Really?  

E: Yes, really.  

A: Does it really say that in the Bible? 

E: Yes!  

A: Like, in the Message, or the real Bible? 

E: Oh, Andy. It says it right there in the King James, for your information.  
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A: I want to see it.  

E: Andy, can’t you just take my word for it? 

A: Nope.  

E: Andy, we really don’t have time for this…. 

A: Show me.  

E: Andy.  

A: Show me. Show me. Show me.  

E: [points to Bible] Right there, Andy. “Go up, thou bald head.” 

A: And in case you missed it the first time, it says it again: “Go up, thou bald 
head.” So he really was bald! 

E: That would be the interpretation of that scripture, yes.  

A: And so these kids are bugging Elisha….  

E: Yes, they’re shouting and jeering as he’s walking away from Jericho. “Get out of 
here, baldy! Get out of here, baldy!” 

A: And so he whacked them with his walking stick.  

E: No. He…. 

A: He knocked a hive of bees with his walking stick, and they swarmed those 
hoodlums.  

E: No. He…. 

A: He took his walking stick and…. 

E: Andy, we don’t know he had a walking stick.  

A: But we do know he had a receding hairline.  

E: Yes, Andy, we’ve already established that.  

A: Hey, what did the bald guy say when he got a comb for his birthday? 

E: Andy, we’re getting off track.  
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A: He said, “Thank you, I will never part with this.” 

E: Oh boys. So anyway, Elisha is just kind of annoyed with this group of kids, and 
so do you know what he does? 

A: He… 

E: Actually, don’t answer that. He turned around and looked at them, and cursed 
them.  

A: Well, that escalated quickly.  

E: Well, yeah, it kinda seems that way, I guess. But in fact, these kids were doing 
something truly wrong – they were making fun of the prophet of God, and when 
they did that, they were dishonouring God in a major way. And Elisha knew this, 
and so he cursed them. And do you know what? 

A: What? 

E: Well, God was on Elisha’s side. Because the next thing those rude kids knew, 
two she bears came out of the woods and attacked them.  

A: Attacked them…? 

E: That’s right.  

A: I can hardly bear it.  

E: Oh, very funny.  

A: It’s not funny! Would you like to be attacked by a bear? 

E: Well, no! But I think you have to see it this way: this is how seriously God takes 
it when someone dishonours the man or woman of God. That makes God truly 
unhappy. He wants us to be grateful for the leaders God has placed in our lives, 
and to receive with open hearts what they have to say, even if it’s hard to hear. 
Because the truth is, God has given them that message.  

A: And God still gives us messengers today, right? 

E: Yes; He gives us pastors, evangelists, parents. And when they try to guide our 
lives according to what the Bible says, we should listen.  

A: I hear what you’re saying.  
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E: So, Andy, can you summarize and tell us the moral of the story today? 

A: Listen up or be attacked by bears. 

E: Andy.  

A: Just kidding. The point of the story is that when we don’t listen to God’s 
messengers telling us what the Bible says, it’s kind of like not listening to God. 

E: Yeah, that’s a great way to put it, Andy.  

A: I do have a way with words.  

E: Do you ever.  

A: I have one question for you before we go.  

E: Ok.  

A: It’s a philosophical question.  

E: Oh boy.  

A: Do bald and bearded people just have upside down haircuts? 

E: Andy.  

A: Well, do they? 

E: What do you think, Andy? 

A: Well, I…. 

E: You know, never mind. We don’t have time.  

A: Whatever you say, Ethel.  

E: Andy, my name is not Ethel.  

A: What’s wrong with the name Ethel? 

E: Nothing. It’s just not my name.  

A: Whatever you say, Ethel.  

E: Oy. Well kids, we’ll see you next time for another Bible story with Andy the 
Ape.  
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A: And Ethel.  

E: See you next time! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



97 
 

Jonah 
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human.  

E: How are you today?  

A: Great; how are you? 

E: I’m good. Do you have a joke for the kids today?  

A: Sure. Why didn’t the crab give any money to charity? 

E: Beats me.  

A: Because it was shellfish.  

E: That’s a good one. It goes great with our story today.  

A: Yeah? 

E: Yeah.  

A: What’s our story today? 

E: Jonah.  

A: Jonah? 

E: Yeah, Jonah.  

A: Never heard of it.  

E: You’ve never heard the story of Jonah and the Whale? 

A: Nope.  

E: Didn’t you listen in Sunday School?  

A: What do you think? 

E: You should have listened in Sunday School.  

A: What do you expect? I’m an ape.  
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E: And you act like one too, right? 

A: Well, obviously.  

E: Ok. Well, the story of Jonah is actually about someone who didn’t listen.  

A: In Sunday School? 

E: Uh, no. Someone who didn’t listen to God. Want to guess his name? 

A: Abraham! 

E: No, it was…. 

A: No, no, wait, don’t tell me. Peter! 

E: No. Andy, we were just…. 

A: Adam! 

E: Jonah, Andy! The story is about Jonah.  

A: I knew that! But what was the name of the guy who didn’t list…oh. Oh, I get it. 
Jonah.  

E: Yeah.  

A: Carry on.  

E: Ok. So Jonah was a prophet, for God.  

A: He made good business deals? 

E: What? Oh. No. He didn’t make profit for God. He was a prophet for God.  

A: I’m confused.  

E: Perpetually.  

A: What? 

E: Never mind. Jonah was a prophet. That’s a person who is a messenger for God.  

A: Like a carrier pigeon? 

E: Ummm….I suppose. If you want to use that analogy.  

A: I do.  
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E: Of course you do. So Jonah was a man to whom God gave special messages. 
And often they were for God’s people, but this time, God told Jonah to go to the 
big city of Nineveh and tell them to stop sinning and doing bad things.  

A: Sounds like a straightforward task.  

E: Well, straightforward, yes. But not easy. The people in Nineveh didn’t want to 
hear God’s message – they were quite happy sinning and doing bad things, and 
they weren’t interested in hearing what the man of God had to say.  

A: Well then.  

E: Yeah. So, Jonah, instead of going to Nineveh as God had instructed, goes the 
other way.  

A: Huh? 

E: Yeah. He literally went in the opposite direction. He didn’t want to go to 
Nineveh. Instead he got on a boat to sail across the sea.  

A: [sarcastic] Sounds like a great plan.  

E: Yeah, not really. God sent a big storm to stop Jonah, and the sailors on the boat 
began pleading with their gods to have mercy and stop the storm.  

A: Well this is a fine kettle of fish. 

E: Yep. And Jonah is asleep down below.  

A: He’s sleeping? 

E: Yep.  

A: In the middle of a storm. 

E: Yep.  

A: That’s his fault. 

E: Yeeeep.  

A: Ok then.  

E: And the sailors wake him and say, “Pray to your God! Pray that He will stop the 
storm!” And Jonah knew it was his fault, that God had sent the storm because he 
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had disobeyed the Lord. So he told the sailors to throw him overboard, into the 
water. 

A: Come again? 

E: He told the sailors to throw him overboard, into the water.  

A: Has he lost his marbles?? You just told me there was a horrible storm!  

E: Yes, but Jonah knew that if he was put off the boat, the sea would become 
calm again.  

A: And he’d be in the water.  

E: Well…yeah, I suppose.  

A: And he’d be eaten by, oh, I don’t know…a shark!? 

E: Well, actually…. 

A: He was eaten by a shark!?!? 

E: No, not exactly.  

A: What do you mean ‘not exactly?’ Was he or was he not eaten by a shark? 

E: Well, no, he wasn’t eaten by a shark.  

A: Phew! 

E: He was swallowed by a big fish.  

A: Ok, really? 

E: What do you mean ‘ok really’? Yes really! 

A: Well this is a whale of a tale.  

E: Ah ha ha.  

A: But really. Is this a true story? 

E: Yes, it’s a true story. Jonah was in the fish’s belly three days and three nights. 

A: This isn’t an urban legend? 

E: Andy.  



101 
 

A: Alright! 

E: Yeah. I know. It sounds crazy. But it really happened just like I’m telling you.  

A: Wow. So who did God send to Nineveh in the end? 

E: What do you mean? 

A: Well since Jonah is fish food, God must have chosen someone else, right? 

E: Jonah wasn’t fish food.  

A: He was swallowed by a big fish.  

E: Yes.  

A: And was in the fish’s belly? 

E: Yes.  

A: And was…quote… “not fish food”? 

E: Correct.  

A: This sounds fishy to me.  

E: He wasn’t fish food because Jonah prayed and asked for God’s forgiveness 
inside the fish, and then God had the fish spit Jonah out onto land again.  

A: Ok. So let me get this straight. There’s a guy named Jonah who is God’s 
messenger. And he is told to go tell some bad people to cut it out, knock it off, 
and serve God. 

E: Sure.  

A: But instead of doing what God says, Jonah runs away. And ends up on a ship. 
Storm comes, crew throws Jonah overboard. Fish swallows Jonah, then burps him 
up on land…. 

E: …something like that.  

A: And he is not injured or partially digested? 

E: Not that we know of.  

A: Ok.  
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E: So Jonah, now obedient, goes to Ninevah this time like God had asked him to 
do in the first place.  

A: He probably felt like a fish out of water.  

E: Yes. And this time, Jonah had some words of wisdom to deliver to the people of 
Ninevah.  

A: Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day.  

E: Uh. No.  

A: Teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.  

E: No, Andy.  

A: Get eaten by a fish for three days and you smell like fish! 

E: Andy.  

A: Alright. 

E: And actually, the people in Nineveh received Jonah’s message. They were sorry 
and repented of their sins and decided to follow God. God forgave them.  

A: Just like He forgave Jonah.  

E: Yeah, just like He forgave Jonah. God is always willing to give us second 
chances.  

A: And some of us are really dumb, so we might need more than even a second 
chance. We might need a third, or fourth, or 87th chance…. 

E: I suppose. And you’re right. God will always be willing to welcome us back and 
help us go the right way, no matter how many times we’ve messed up.  

A: Or been swallowed by fish. 

E: Uh. Sure. Well, we better get going for today.  

A: We’ve got bigger fish to fry.  

E: What?  
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A: I’ve got salmon marinating for lunch. A lovely balsamic maple glaze with just a 
touch of lemon.  

E: Really? 

A: No, sorry, I’m just kidding. I’m ordering Taco Bell.  

E: Yeah. Typical. 

A: And tasty.  

E: Well kids, we’ll see you next time for another Bible Story with Andy the Ape! 

A: And his human! 

E: You know, I do have a name.  

A: Can I guess? 

E: No.  

A: Ethel? 

E: No.  

A: Agnes? 

E: No. See you later kids! 

A: Gretchen! 

E: (shakes head) 
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Daniel in the Lions’ Den 
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human.  

E: How’s it going today, Andy? 

A: Great. How are you? 

E: I’m great.  

A: That’s great. [to audience] And you all…you look great! 

E: That’s nice of you to say.  

A: Ain’t I great? 

E: Is this the word of the day? 

A: Great? Oh. No, it’s just…it’s great word, don’t you think?  

E: It’s great.  

A: Aha! I see what you did there.  

E: Mmm. Do you have any jokes for our friends today? Maybe give them a hint 
about our story? 

A: Yep. What do you call a lion wearing a stylish hat? 

E: What? 

A: A dandy lion.  

E: Very good.  

A: What do you call a lion with the chicken pox? 

E: What? 

A: A dotted lion.  

E: Those are good Andy.  
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A: Do you want to guess what our story is about today? 

E: Well, I think it might be Daniel and the Lions’ Den.  

A: She ain’t lion.  

E: Very funny.  

A: I know.  

E: So set the scene for us.  

A: The scene?  

E: You know, give us some background information.  

A: Well, alright, if you insist. It was the best of times, it was the worst of times. It 
was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness.  

E: Andy, isn’t that from a Charles Dickens book? 

A: Shhh. It was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity…. 

E: Andy, you don’t even know what epoch means.  

A: You know, you interrupt a lot.  

E: Oh, I do, do I? 

A: You asked me to set the scene! 

E: For the story we’re telling. 

A: Ohhhhh. Well, why didn’t you say so. In that case. The year is…well, actually, I 
don’t know what the year is. But we’re in Babylon. The Israelites have been exiled 
from their homeland and taken to Babylon, where they live under the rule of King 
Darius.  

E: And King Darius had a special helper, who was actually an Israelite. And his 
name was…. 

A: Bob.  

E: No.  

A: Joe. Steve. Arthur. George.  
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E: Daniel! This is the story of Daniel in the lions’ den.  

A: Ohhhhh. Well excuse me if I don’t get all the finer points.  

E: Now Daniel was the king’s helper, but he wasn’t liked by the king’s other 
helpers, who didn’t believe in God.  

A: Bad choice.  

E: Indeed. These helpers went to King Darius and said, “You, my king, are such a 
wonderful king. You should make a new law!” 

A: Chocolate chip cookies in every lunch! 

E: Uh, no.  

A: A Taco Bell on every corner! 

E: Definitely no. 

A: Make lunch time great again! 

E: Are you done? 

A: Never. But carry on.  

E: These sneaky helpers said, “King Darius, this new law should say that for the 
next 30 days, everyone must pray to you, and only you.” 

A: And if someone didn’t obey this law and prayed to God? 

E: They’d be thrown into a den of lions.  

A: Lions? 

E: Yes, lions.  

A: Real lions? 

E: Yes, real lions.  

A: With teeth and claws and….and teeth…and claws!? 

E: All of the above.  

A: Well that escalated quickly! 
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E: Well, these helpers didn’t like Daniel remember? And they knew that Daniel 
was a godly man who would continue to pray to God despite their silly law. They 
were setting a trap for him.  

A: So did he pray to God that night? 

E: What do you think? 

A: I think…I think he probably did, didn’t he? 

E: [nods] 

A: Wow. Even though he knew he was going to be lion food.  

E: Well, no, that’s not quite right.  

A: I’m sorry? Did you not just say that praying to God would get him thrown into 
the lions’ den? 

E: I did.  

A: Ok. And these were real lions? 

E: That’s true.  

A: Ok. How do I put this gently? I’m not sure if you’ve ever met a lion, but I have, 
and well…if Daniel’s getting thrown into a lions’ den, Daniel is gonna be lion food, 
you feel me? 

E: Well, I can see what you mean, but let’s finish the story.  

A: Alright, go for it. So Daniel prays to God that night.  

E: Yes.  

A: And, as promised, Daniel is taken to the lions’ den, and thrown inside. Correct? 

E: That’s correct. The king’s sneaky helpers are watching for Daniel to begin 
praying, and they run to the king and inform him that Daniel is breaking the law. 
And so, even though the king doesn’t want to, he can’t break his own law, and so 
he allows Daniel to be taken to the lions’ den. 

A: [hums “Taps,” usually used in cartoons when the white “surrender” flag comes 
out] 
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E: No, Andy, that’s not what happens.  

A: I’m sorry. Were these or were these not real lions?? 

E: They were real lions, Andy! With teeth and claws! But God saved Daniel’s life. 
King Darius actually said to Daniel as he was being thrown into the lions’ den, 
“May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you.” And that’s exactly what 
happened. God rescued Daniel. The lions didn’t eat Daniel.  

A: So they were on a Daniel fast. 

E: Yep. Of course they were. And so Daniel was sealed in this lions’ den for the 
night. The king couldn’t sleep or eat that night, and in the morning, he ran to the 
den and said, “Daniel! Has your God saved you!?” 

A: Daniel was really alive? 

E: And unharmed. God had performed a miracle and kept Daniel alive and 
unharmed through the night – in a den of lions! 

A: You’re not lion? 

E: No, Andy, not lying. This is a true story. Daniel told King Darius, “God sent his 
angel to shut the mouths of the lions.” 

A: Was the angel literally holding their mouths closed the whole night? 

E: Well….maybe, I suppose.  

A: Because that would be kind of funny. The lions are trying to “ROAR, ROAR, 
ROAR” and then the angel just goes…. 

E: [clamps hand on Andy’s mouth] 

A: [muffled protests] 

E: Just like that, right? 

A: Very funny.  

E: Do you know what King Darius decided to do because of the miracle he had just 
witnessed? 

A: What? 
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E: He decreed that everyone in his kingdom must honor the God of Daniel. King 
Darius realized that day just how powerful God was.  

A: That’s pretty neat.  

E: Yes. Andy, do you know that the Bible doesn’t say a whole lot about how Daniel 
felt as he was being taken to the lions’ den. He may have felt confident that God 
would take care of him, but Daniel was still human, and he probably felt at least a 
little bit…. 

A: TERRIFIED! 

E: Yes, exactly. And do you know, Andy, it can be easy to wonder what on earth 
God is doing in those hard moments in our lives, can’t it? 

A: That’s the truth.  

E: When it seems like God has left us alone, it can be easy to wonder what He’s 
doing. But in those times, we can remind ourselves that God ALWAYS has a plan 
for our lives – and for the hard times we endure. In fact, sometimes our hard 
times are more help to others than to us.  

A: Come again? 

E: Well, you think about it. Daniel was praying to God before he was thrown in the 
lions’ den. And he was still praying to God after he was rescued from the lions’ 
den. Not much changed for Daniel, really.  

A: Ok….  

E: But for the king, and his kingdom, well, they got to see a miracle take place, and 
it made a big difference in their lives – they learned who the real God was! And 
so, we can remember that God always has a plan for our hard times, and we can 
also remember that God can sometimes use the hard things we go through to 
help someone else – sometimes help them a lot more than we even know.  

A: I never thought of it that way. That’s helpful, human.  

E: Thanks Andy.  

A: Well, as usual you have used up all your time for today. Time to go.  

E: Thanks, Andy.  
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A: I’m not lion. You’re over your time limit.  

E: Thank you.  

A: See you next time kids! 

E: Bye for now! 
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Jesus Feeds the 5000 
 

E: Good Morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human.  

E: How are you doing today? 

A: Oh, you know.  

E: Well, that doesn’t sound like you’re doing that great. What’s up, Andy? 

A: I’m hungry.  

E: Oh, I see. Well, I was wondering if you’d help me tell a little story today for the 
kids, and then maybe we could have a snack. What are you wanting to eat? 

A: Tacos.  

E: Ok. Good choice I suppose. Not bananas?  

A: Such a stereotype that all we eat is bananas….  

E: Ok, ok. Sorry. Do you have any jokes for the kids today? 

A: Yeah, sure. What do you get when you put three ducks in a box? 

E: What? 

A: A box of quackers.  

E: Got any more? 

A: Yeah, sure. What vegetables can’t you take on a boat?  

E: What? 

A: Leeks! 

E: Any more? 

A: Yeah, ok. What do you call a sheep covered in chocolate?  

E: What? 
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A: A Hershey Baaah. 

E: Ok, well, we better…. 

A: Hey can I tell you one more joke about pizza? 

E: Ok, sure, Andy.  

A: Oh, nevermind, you’ll think it’s cheesy.  

E: You know Andy, I noticed all your jokes today were about food.  

A: Were they? 

E: Yes. I think you must be hungry.  

A: [dreamily] Tacos…. 

E: You know, it’s interesting that all your jokes today were about food, because 
my Bible story is also about food.  

A: Almost like we planned it.  

E: Ok, mister wise guy. Kids, our story today is about Jesus feeding a whole bunch 
of people with only a few …. 

A: Tacos.  

E: No, Andy, he didn’t feed them tacos. There was no Taco Bell in the Bible.  

A: There wasn’t? 

E: No, Andy. In fact, there were no restaurants at all, and not even any grocery 
stores! That’s what makes our story so amazing.  

A: Ok, carry on.  

E: Alright, so one day, Jesus was being followed around by 5000 people who had 
come to hear him preach. And Jesus wanted to help them, so he began to bless 
and heal many people. Later in the day, the disciples said to Jesus, “It’s getting 
late, Jesus. These people should go home and get some….” 

A: Tacos! 

E: Andy! No tacos.  
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A: Burritos? 

E: Andy! 

A: Listen, can you move along with this story? I’m still hungry.  

E: I’d love to Andy.  

A: Well don’t let me stop you.  

E: If only…. 

A: What? 

E: What? Anyway, the disciples said to Jesus, these people are getting hungry. We 
should send them home to get dinner. And do you know what Jesus said? 

A: What? 

E: He said, “You feed them.” 

A: Wow. Pressure’s on.  

E: Yes, it sure was! The disciples, Jesus’ helpers, looked at Jesus and started to get 
worried. They said, “We don’t have any food! It would take half a year’s pay to 
buy food for all these people!” 

A: Even if you bought plain hamburgers, no drink, no fries off the Value Menu! 

E: Yes, Andy…even if you bought off the Value Menu. 

A: So what did they do? Did they argue about who should get the food? Have a 
food fight? Hehehe. 

E: No, Andy, they didn’t have a fight. The disciples were a little worried. They had 
no idea what they were going to do, and then Jesus said, “See if anyone has food 
to share.” 

A: Who’s going to have tacos to share with 5000 people?  

E: Andy, for the last time, they weren’t…. 

A: Huh? 
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E: Nevermind. But yes, you’re right. No one had food to share with that many 
people. In fact, the only food the disciples could find had come with a small boy. 
He had five little loaves of bread and two small fish.  

A: No tacos? 

E: Jesus said, bring the boy and his lunch here.  

A: And the boy said, “Back off! Get your own sandwich!” 

E: No, Andy, that’s not what he said. The little boy gave his lunch to Jesus.  

A: He gave Jesus the only food that he had? 

E: He did! The boy gave his lunch, which was five loaves of bread and two small 
fish, to the disciples and Jesus took it and asked the people to sit down. Then he 
gave thanks to God for the food. He told the disciples to begin handing out food. 
And they did. Now, how much food do you think a few loaves of bread and two 
fish could feed?  

A: Well, maybe one hungry ape? 

E: Very funny. But as the disciples began to hand out the food, they couldn’t 
believe their eyes. The food kept multiplying! They gave away the first five loaves. 
Then another five were there to give away. Then they saw that they still had more 
loaves, and more fish. They gave those away, and then there were still more 
loaves and more fish!  

A: You get a fish, and you get a fish, and you get a fish! Everyone gets a fish!  

E: Yep. And some bread. And do you know what happened next? 

A: The people said, “What? A tuna fish sandwich!? Why not tacos?” 

E: No, Andy. The people were so amazed, and so thankful to Jesus for providing 
them food. They watched as the disciples handed out food to everyone! Every 
single person! Now, the Bible says there were 5000 men, but there were also 
women and children in the crowd who weren’t counted in that number, so there 
were easily 10, 000 people or more that day! Jesus fed every single one. Then he 
told the disciples to go pick up the leftovers.  

A: Leftovers? 
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E: Yes! When the twelve disciples picked up all the leftover food, guess how many 
baskets were left over? 

A: How many?  

E: There were 12 baskets. That’s one for each disciple.  

A: Wow.  

E: And you know Andy, a lot of people know this story. It’s a really amazing, really 
famous miracle that Jesus performed. In fact it’s the only miracle of Jesus that ALL 
FOUR gospel writers – Matthew, Mark, Luke AND John – wrote about. And 
because it’s so famous, most of us know the end of the story right from the 
beginning. And sometimes that makes it easy to forget the faith of this little boy, 
which is where the miracle all started. If that little boy hadn’t been willing to give 
what he had to Jesus, there might have been no miracle that day.  

A: And there would have been a lot of hungry people.  

E: That’s right. But God always uses people, and all he wants from us is what we 
have to give. This little boy knew if he gave what he could to Jesus, that Jesus 
would give him something much better in return. He’d seen Jesus do miracles all 
day, so he believed that Jesus would do something amazing for not only him, but 
all the people gathered. But, it still required him to give up his lunch at a time 
when he was hungry. That would be really hard.  

A: Hashbrown: Hangry 

E: Uh, I think it’s called “Hashtag.” 

A: You say potato, I say…hashbrowns. Mmmm, hashbrowns.  

E: Andy, focus.  

A: Can you hasten this conclusion, I’m really starving. 

E: Well, actually, that’s the end of my story, Andy, and I’m so glad you enjoyed it.  

A: I did!  

E: Uh huh. I can tell. So boys and girls, always remember that even though Jesus 
can and does do amazing things and performs great miracles, they always begin 
with a regular person like me or you showing God that we believe He’s going to do 
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something great. That’s called faith, and sometimes it requires us to do 
something that might be hard, but you can always be sure that God will give you 
something far greater, bigger and more wonderful in the end.  

A: That’s all for now kids, hope you have a wonderful day today! Now we gotta 
make like bananas and peel out! 

E: Bye for now! 
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The Good Samaritan  
 

E: Good morning, Andy.  

A: Good morning, human.  

E: How are you doing this morning? 

A: I’m doing great. How are you? 

E: I’m fine, Andy, thanks. Do you have any jokes for our friends today? 

A: Sure, sure. How do you know when it’s been raining cats and dogs? 

E: How? 

A: When you step in a poodle.  

E: Haha. Got any more? 

A: What kinds of stories do pigs tell their children? 

E: What kind? 

A: Pig tales.  

E: We’re not telling a story about animals are we? 

A: You’re supposed to know this…. 

E: I do know what story we’re doing, Andy.  

A: Uh, then why did you ask if we were doing a story about animals, hmmmm? 

E: I…you know what, never mind, Andy. Why don’t you tell our friends what the 
story is today. 

A: Ok. Boys and girls, today we’re telling a story about “The Good Vegetarian.” 

E: [sigh] No, we’re not.  

A: We’re not? 

E: No.  

A: Oh good! 



118 
 

E: What do you mean, “oh good.” 

A: Well I just wasn’t sure if I was going to be able to tell a story about a 
vegetarian. Listen, you know how the word vegetarian originated, don’t you? 

E: I’m sorry? 

A: Yeah, yeah. Vegetarian: an ancient term used to describe that one guy in the 
tribe who couldn’t hunt or fish! 

E: Oh, Andy, it doesn’t mean that at all. It means…Andy, why are we talking about 
vegetarians??! 

A: Because that’s what the story is about. The Good Vegetarian.  

E: No, Andy. It was the Good Vegetarian. I think what you mean to say is “The 
Good Samaritan.”  

A: What’s a “Samaritan?” Someone who eats a lot of ham sandwiches? 

E: No. No, Andy, it has nothing to do with what they eat. The Samaritans were 
people who lived in Bible times, in a place called Samaria.  

A: [long delay] Oh, well that was enlightening, Thomas Edison. The Samaritans, 
you know, from Samaria. OHH yeah, the Samaritans from Samaria, I gotcha now! 

E: Are you done? 

A: [shakes head] Mmmm mmm.  

E: The Samaritans were people who lived very near the Jews, God’s people – 
Israel! But, the Jews really, really disliked the Samaritans. 

A: They did? 

E: Yes.  

A: Well that’s not nice.  

E: No, it wasn’t. In fact, the Jews disliked the Samaritans so much that they would 
go out of their way to avoid them. And that’s where our story begins today.  

A: Sounds like a great place to start.  
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E: So this is actually a story Jesus told to a lawyer, who had asked Jesus, “I know 
the law says to love God with all my heart, and to love my neighbor as myself, 
but…who is my neighbor? 

A: Isn’t your neighbor the person who lives in the house beside yours? 

E: Well, maybe that’s what this man thought. But Jesus told him this story: “A 
man was on his way to the city of Jericho. Some robbers beat him. They stole 
everything he had.” 

A: That’s terrible! What kind of story is this!? 

E: Jesus continued, “The man was hurt. He needed help. Along came a priest.” 

A: Oh, thank goodness! 

E: “The priest saw the man,” Jesus said, “but he did not stop.” 

A: He didn’t stop!? 

E: [shakes head] “Then, along came a helper in the Temple. He saw the man, too, 
but he didn’t stop.” 

A: WHAT?! Who hired this guy!? He was a helper in the Temple? As in God’s 
Temple!?  

E: Yes.  

A: Why wouldn’t he stop and help someone who was hurt? You’d think for sure a 
priest and a temple helper would stop and help someone who was hurt.  

E: Yes, you’re right. You would think that these men would have stopped and 
helped the hurt man. But neither did. But then, along came a Samaritan.  

A: Uh oh, Spaghetti-O.  

E: No, actually, not uh oh. Because, when the Samaritan saw the hurt man, he 
stopped. He cleaned up the man’s wounds.  

A: Really? 

E: Yes, really. And then, he lifted the man onto his own donkey and took him 
down the road to an inn. They stayed at the inn, and the Samaritan man took care 
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of the hurt man, all night long. Then, in the morning, the Samaritan man gave the 
innkeeper two silver coins and said, “Take good care of him until I return.” 

A: He used his own money to pay for the man’s hotel room? 

E: Yes he did Andy.  

A: But he didn’t even know the man! He just met him on the road. What if that 
man who got hurt was a cranky old grump who didn’t like kids or dogs or cotton 
candy or tacos? 

E: Well, I guess none of that mattered to the Samaritan. The only thing he saw 
was someone who needed help. And so he helped.  

A: Wow.  

E: Now, after Jesus finished this story, he said to the lawyer, “Which of these 
three men was the neighbor?” 

A: Well, obviously it’s the one who took care of the hurt man.  

E: Yes, that’s right. It was the Samaritan. The Good Samaritan. Jesus said to the 
lawyer, “Go and do as he did.” 

A: Take people to the Hampton Inn? 

E: No, Andy.  

A: Or maybe the Best Western. Is the Best Western the one with the water slide? 

E: Andy…. 

A: Because obviously if the hotel has a water slide, that’s better than no water 
slide.  

E: Andy…. 

A: But if there’s a continental breakfast, now that…. 

E: Andy! 

A: Yes? 

E: That’s not what Jesus meant.  
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A: Oh.  

E: He meant, help, when you see someone who needs help. Be a friend, when you 
see someone who needs a friend. Be encouraging, when you see someone who 
needs encouragement.  

A: Get tacos, when you see someone who has no tacos.  

E: Oh, Andy.  

A: Hey, that’s a real need.  

E: Sure it is. Andy, do you know that the Bible says that every time we do 
something kind and nice and every time we try to be helpful, God takes notice? 

A: Every time? 

E: Every single time. 

A: Even if it’s something small? 

E: Even if it’s just something small. Any small kindness is a big deal to Go. The 
Bible says that when we do something kind to anyone, even someone the world 
doesn’t see as very important…it’s like doing it to Jesus himself.  

A: Oh. Wow.  

E: Yeah. And so what we can learn from the story of the Good Samaritan is, no 
matter what a person looks like, acts like or talks like, they are always worth our 
time, our kind words, and if they are really in need of help, we should help. That’s 
what being a neighbor means.  

A: So we’re neighbors to everybody? 

E: Kind of, yeah. Love God and love your neighbor. Love people.  

A: Even if they smell bad? 

E: Hey, I work with you.  

A: I don’t see the connection.  

E: Never mind. Well, Andy, we’d better get going for today. Did you have any 
parting words of wisdom for our friends? 



122 
 

A: No, I don’t have any wisdom. That’s not my forte. I do the funny stuff.  

E: Do you ever. Well, do you have one last joke then? 

A: Ok, sure. Knock, knock.  

E: Who’s there? 

A: Cows go.  

E: Cows go who? 

A: No silly, cows go moo.  

E: [shakes head] See you next time everybody! 

A: Bye for now! 
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The Prodigal Son 
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human.  

E: How’s it going today? 

A: Going great. How are you? 

E: I’m fine, thanks.  

A: So, what story are we going to tell today? 

E: What do you mean? I already told you.  

A: You did not.  

E: I did too.  

A: Did not.  

E: Did…oh, nevermind. We’re telling the story of the Prodigal Son today.  

A: We’re telling the story of the comical son?! 

E: No, not the comical son, the prodigal son.  

A: Oh. Well shoot, I thought I’d be perfect to play the part of the comical son.  

E: Yes. Well, that’s debatable, but anyway, it’s the prodigal son. 

A: Well, ok.  

E: Anyway, we’re getting ahead of ourselves. Do you have a joke for the kids 
today? 

A: Sure. So a son says to his dad, “Dad, I’m cold.” 

E: Ok.  

A: And the Dad says, “Go stand in the corner.” 

E: O…k…. 
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A: And the son says, “Why?” and the Dad says, “The corner is 90 degrees.” 

E: Oh boy. So since we’re telling a story about a dad and a son, you’re just going 
to tell Dad jokes all morning?  

A: Possibly.  

E: Oh brother.  

A: Yes, there’s a brother in this story, too.  

E: Ok, ok. Let’s get started. Did you know this Bible story is actually a story Jesus 
told?  

A: So it’s a story of a story? 

E: Kinda I guess. Stories Jesus told in the Bible to teach people are called parables. 
They teach important lessons.  

A: So a parable is a story with a lesson. And a pair of mouse is mice. And a pair of 
moose is meece.  

E: No it’s not.  

A: And no one knows what a paraphernalia is.  

E: Ok, Andy. Let’s begin. Once upon a time there was a man who had two sons. 
This man owned a big farm. And his sons worked on the farm for their father. But 
one day, the youngest son announced that he didn’t want to work anymore.  

A: There’s always that one family member…. 

E: He wanted to travel and have fun.  

A: Where did he want to go? 

E: I don’t know. The Bible doesn’t say.  

A: I bet it was Disney World.  

E: Maybe, but…. 

A: I want to go to Disney World.  
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E: Me too, Andy, but that’s not part of the story. So this younger son asked his 
father for his share of the family money. And although the Dad probably thought 
the son was making a bad decision, he gave the son the money that was his 
inheritance. And the son took the money, packed his things, and left.  

A: And went to DISNEY WORLD! 

E: Uh, not quite. But he did begin his travels. And his family was sad to see him go. 
And at first, he had fun spending the money. He bought expensive clothes, and he 
ate fancy food.  

A: Like Taco Bell! 

E: Taco Bell.  

A: Yeah! 

E: Taco Bell is fancy food? 

A: It is if you eat it with a fork on a real plate.  

E: Do you do that? 

A: No. But that’s how one would make Taco Bell fancy.  

E: I see. Anyway. This son had a wonderful time with his money, but soon, guess 
what? 

A: He got bored of Disney World and decided to go to Six Flags.  

E: Andy! No. His money ran out.  

A: Well, of course it did. Have you ever priced a trip to Disney? 

E: Andy.  

A: A regular people trap, set by a mouse.  

E: Andy! For the last time, he didn’t go to Disney World. Or Six Flags. Those places 
didn’t even exist yet.  

A: Oh. Well that’s a bummer.  

E: When his money ran out, the son realized that he needed more.  
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A: Not good with the foresight, this one.  

E: No, not at all. And so he went looking for work, and the only job he could find 
was taking care of pigs.  

A: Well that’s a stinky stint.  

E: To say the least. But he needed the money and so he took care of the pigs. In 
fact, he was so hungry that even the pigs’ food started to look good to him. Finally 
the son gave his head a shake and realized, “Look at me. I’m eating PIG FOOD!” 

A: Hey, what do you call a pig that does karate? 

E: Andy, is this really a good time? 

A: It’s always a good time for laughter. What do you call a pig that does karate? 

E: What? 

A: Pork chop. I got another.  

E: Andy.  

A: Why did the pig quit sun tanning.  

E: [sigh] Why? 

A: It was bacon in the heat.  

E: [look] 

A: Mmmmm….bacon…. 

E: Ok, Andy. Anyway, back to our story. The son decided that he wanted to go 
home. He thought to himself, “I will go home and tell my father that I’m sorry. I 
will apologize and ask him to forgive me.” 

A: And pig out on the food in the refrigerator.  

E: Well, actually, the son figured that the dad wouldn’t really want him back. But 
the son that maybe, just maybe, the Dad would allow his son to be a servant in 
the household. You know, wash the dishes, sweep the floors, feed the animals.  

A: I suppose that is a reasonable expectation.  
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E: Yeah, I can see why the son felt like his father wouldn’t want him back. After 
all, he’d wasted all of his dad’s hard-earned money and he had absolutely 
NOTHING to show for it.  

A: So is that how the story ends? The father says, “Too bad, so sad. Get me a 
lemonade” ? 

E: Well, that’s how the story should end. Because the son was the one who did so 
much wrong. But the father didn’t make him a servant.  

A: You mean he didn’t even let him back in the house at all?? 

E: No, actually. The complete opposite happened. The dad saw his son coming at 
a distance – he was watching for him. And he took off running down the road. His 
eyes filled with tears as he ran to greet his son.  

A: Wow. 

E: Yeah. The son said, “Please forgive me, Dad.” And the father did forgive him. 
He actually threw a big party for his son. He told everyone, “My son, he was lost, 
but now he’s found.”  

A: That’s amazing. I bet nobody was expecting that ending to Jesus’ story.  

E: No I don’t think they were. Jesus explained his story like this, “God is like this 
father. He is full of love and joy when people who are lost come back to him.” 

A: Even if they’ve done a lot of dumb things.  

E: Yes. Absolutely.  

A: Wow. It all makes sense now. 

E: I’m sorry? 

A: Just a minute. Can you put these on? [points at pair of kids sunglasses with 
lenses removed] 

E: On me? 

A: No! On me! 

E: Andy, these glasses have no lenses.  
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A: Of course not. They’re just to make me look smart.  

E: Ok…. [puts glasses on] 

A: Thanks. Now, can you open this dictionary? [points to dictionary or 
smartphone on podium/stand] 

E: Andy…. 

A: Come on! 

E: Ok. What are you looking up? 

A: If we look up the word “prodigal,” we will see that it is defined as “spending 
money or resources freely and recklessly; wastefully extravagant.” 

E: Yes, that’s why people call this story, “The Prodigal Son.” He wasted all his 
money without thinking.  

A: But we will also see prodigal defined as “having or giving something on a lavish 
scale.” 

E: Ok…. 

A: So the father was a prodigal, too.  

E: What do you mean?  

A: He threw a big, lavish party and spent his hard-earned money freely and 
extravagantly… 

E: Wow…. 

A: …on his dumb son.  

E: Well, I guess that’s one way to put it. But you’re right! I never thought of it like 
that before. The prodigal son spent all his money because he…. 

A: …was dumb.  

E: ….yes. But the father spent extravagantly because…. 

A: He loved his son.  
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E: Yeah. And that’s how God loves us. Even if we’re not very smart with how we 
spend our life, our money, or our time, if we ask God to forgive us and restore us, 
He’ll not only do that, but He’ll give us wonderful blessings and gifts, too.  

A: And God’s money never runs out! He owns the monkeys in a thousand trees.  

E: Yeah…something like that. Well, thanks, Andy. I think you’ve added something 
really neat to today’s story.  

A: Don’t I always…. 

E: [smiles] Yep. You definitely always add something unique. Thanks for helping 
me tell the Bible story today.  

A: You bet.  

E: Well, we better get going.  

A: Taco Bell is calling.  

E: It’s not calling me.  

A: Your loss.  

E: We’ll catch you next time kids! 

A: Bye! 
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Zaccheus 
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human. Do you have a joke for the kids today?  

E: Uh, that’s my line.  

A: Oh, sorry. I guess I short-circuited your plans.  

E: Ah, I see. You’re giving a hint about our story today.  

A: Yep. It’s a short little tale, although I’m sure you’ll manage to drag it out and 
talk at some length…. 

E: Andy…. 

A: Actually, today, I thought I would be the storyteller, if that’s alright with you.  

E: Really? 

A: Yeah, sure. I know this story.  

E: Do you really? 

A: Have I ever misled you? 

E: Well…. 

A: Don’t answer that.  

E: Well, I’m glad you know the story. Ok, I’ll go along and we’ll….we’ll see how this 
goes…. 

A: Ok, so once upon a time, kids, there was a man named Zacchaeus. And 
Zacchaeus had a big problem. He was… 

E: A tax collector.  

A: No. He was short.  

E: Oh. Yeah, I suppose, that too. Although that’s not really a problem. 

A: It was for Zacchaeus.  
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E: Ahem. Alright. Carry on.  

A: Zacchaeus had been short all his life. He had to stand on a chair to reach the 
tabletop, and that’s how he developed the habit of eating standing up.  

E: I don’t think the Bible tells us that.  

A: Well, no. But it’s plausible.  

E: Ok. Fine. Moving on.  

A: Worst of all, Zacchaeus was always teased. “Hey, did you hear Zacchaeus is 
studying to be a rabbi? Well, at least his sermons will be very short!” 

E: Ah ha ha.  

A: And so Zacchaeus thought, “You know, I’ll show them. I may not be big. But I’m 
smart. I’ll become a tax collector and they’ll never make fun of me again!” 

E: I think you’re taking a bit of creative license with the story here…. 

A: Don’t I always.  

E: Fair point. But, it fits. 

A: So Zacchaeus became a tax collector.  

E: Which meant he was an employee of Rome who collected a portion of money 
from every household. He collected money from Jewish citizens that would be 
given to the emperor and the Roman empire.  

A: And the people who teased him weren’t teasing him anymore. Now they were 
afraid of him. A knock on the door from Zacchaeus meant they were out some 
moolah.  

E: In fact, tax collectors often demanded that people to pay more money than 
required – and they just put the extra in their pockets. So tax collectors were 
known for being dishonest, rich…and disliked.  

A: Zacchaeus was so good at collecting taxes he became the chief tax collector in 
his hometown of Jericho. He became very, very rich.  

E: And very, very disliked.  
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A: And so, being so disliked, Zacchaeus didn’t have any friends. Everyone hated 
him. He was a miserable little man. Now one day, Zacchaeus heard that a man 
named Jesus was coming to his hometown of Jericho. Zacchaeus had heard that 
this Jesus loved everyone.  

E: And what did Zacchaeus think of that? 

A: He thought, yeah right, He loves everyone! No one loves me! But it sounded 
like an interesting afternoon and so Zacchaeus decided he’d like to meet this 
Jesus and see what all the hype was about.  

E: And so he set out on the road and eventually found the crowd that was 
following Jesus.  

A: And Zacchaeus had a problem.  

E: Yeah? What was that? 

A: He was short! Haven’t you been paying attention!? 

E: Yes, but what did that have to do with finding the crowd? 

A: No, he found the crowd alright, but he couldn’t see anything! But, he was 
smart, he had brains. He saw a tree growing next to the road, and he thought, 
aha! 

E: I’ll climb the tree.  

A: What? No, I was gonna say, he thought he’d set up a food truck in the shade, 
and then all the people would leave Jesus and come over to get some tacos, and 
then he’d be free to….. 

E: Really? 

A: Well, I mean it’s A solution.  

E: I suppose.  

A: But yeah, sure, he thought, “I’ll climb the tree.” 

E: And so Zacchaeus climbed up the tree and thought for sure he’d be able to see 
Jesus and hear anything he had to say. He’d probably be so close he could almost 
touch him! 
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A: And then Zacchaeus got a big surprise!  

E: What was it? 

A: He fell out of the tree.  

E: What? No he didn’t.  

A: A pony! 

E: What? No. Andy, you’re really unraveling here.  

A: Well I learned this story on short notice.  

E: Mmmm, I can tell. Maybe I should finish up.  

A: Well I’ll help.  

E: Well I appreciate that. Imagine how surprised Zacchaeus was when Jesus 
looked up into that sycamore tree and said, “Zacchaeus, come down, I must stay 
at your house today.” 

A: He stopped short. He thought he fell short with his short temper. But long story 
short, a short time later they were on their way to his house.  

E: Have you ever heard the expression “a couple sandwiches short of a picnic 
basket”?  

A: No, but I could go for a little turkey and swiss on rye. Or tacos. You got any 
tacos? 

E: Oy. Never mind. So they set off on their way. And while they’re going, just think 
of what the crowd was muttering. Jesus had just asked to spend time with a TAX 
COLLECTOR. The people hated tax collectors. But here was Jesus, not just being 
nice to a tax collector, but going to his house.  

A: Those people probably felt like they got the short end of the stick, huh? 

E: Probably. So anyway, they make it to Zacchaeus’ house … 

A: Did they take any short cuts?  

E: Andy. And he asks his servants to prepare a meal. 

A: Short ribs? 
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E: No, I don’t think so.  

A: Probably couldn’t on such short notice.  

E: Andy.  

A: Might have been short-staffed that day. 

E: Andy. 

A: Alright! 

E: And you know, the Bible actually doesn’t tell us a lot more about Zacchaeus. 
We know Jesus spent time at his house, and we know one more important piece 
of the story.  

A: What’s that? 

E: Well, at one point, Zacchaeus stood up and said, “Jesus, I am going to give half 
of my possessions to the poor. And if I have cheated anyone out of anything, I’ll 
pay back four times the amount.” 

A: Whoa. That’s an expensive promise.  

E: Yes, I think it was probably a lot of money he was going to be giving away. But 
that’s how big of a change had happened in his heart. He realized that Jesus was 
the real deal. He showed love to Zacchaeus, and that impacted Zacchaeus so 
much that he decided he would be a different, more honest, more loving person 
himself. And do you know what Jesus thought of his transformation? 

A: What? 

E: Jesus said, “Today, salvation is come to this house.” Zacchaeus got his heart 
right, and his change on the inside began showing on the outside.  

A: So you could say his career as a tax collector was cut short.  

E: Well, at least you could say his career as a typical tax collector was cut short. If 
he continued to be a tax collector, he became an honest and kind one.  

A: I imagine the people hardly recognized him. Except for the fact that he was 
unmistakably short. I guess that would kind of tip them off.  
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E: Yes, I guess that would tip them off. Andy, that’s what happens when Jesus 
comes into our lives, isn’t it? 

A: We become honest tax collectors? 

E: Well, no, but… The amazing love Jesus shows to us causes us to change from 
the inside out, and we become truly better people. That’s a good thing for us, and 
it’s also a good thing for those around us – when God’s love, and the Holy Ghost 
fills us up on the inside, it starts to pour out of us too, and that’s a wonderful 
thing.  

A: It sure is.  

E: But you know, although what Jesus did for Zacchaeus is great, we have to 
remember that Zacchaeus did some things to help himself as well.  

A: For example….  

E: Well, he was so interested in seeing Jesus, he chased down a crowd of people 
and climbed a tree. He wasn’t too proud to stand out in the crowd. He was willing 
to have people give him funny looks – look at the short guy climbing a tree.  

A: I suppose that’s true.  

E: And most of all, Zacchaeus was willing to change. To meet Jesus was great, but 
to listen to Jesus is another thing entirely. We have to willingly obey what Jesus 
teaches, and that’s what changes us. That’s what changed Zacchaeus.  

A: Well, you managed to keep this story short and sweet.  

E: Oh, really? 

A: Nope.  

E: Well, I don’t know….I think I kinda drew the short straw in the co-host 
department.  

A: Don’t use straws. Straws are illegal. Save the turtles.  

E: You’re gonna need a “Save the Apes” campaign if you don’t simmer down.  

A: Well you have a short fuse.  

E: [long look] 
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A: Alright, alright. Well, kids, I hate to cut this short, but we’ve got to get going.  

E: Ok, Andy…. 

A: So we’ll make short work of our wrap up here, and catch you next time! 

E: Have a great day! 

A: Bye! 
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Jesus Calms the Storm  
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human.  

E: How are you today? 

A: Serene.  

E: Serene? 

A: Tranquil. Peaceful. Restful. Still. Quiet. 

E: Quiet?? 

A: [disdainfully] What are you saying? 

E: Nevermind.  

A: Neverminding. Anyway, if you noticed, I was using a whole bunch of words 
there that were synonyms for CALM. They all mean CALM. 

E: Ah, I see.  

A: Because we’re doing a story about CALM.  

E: We are? 

A: Do you read the scripts ahead of time, actually? 

E: Yes, Andy, I read the scripts. But our story today is not just about calm. It’s also 
about chaos.  

A: The story is about calm, and chaos.  

E: Yes.  

A: Aren’t those antonyms? 

E: Uh…yes, they are antonyms. Words that mean the opposite.  

A: So is this a Bible story or a grammar lesson?  

E: Andy…. 
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A: Because I gotta tell you, if you teach grammar at the same speed that you tell 
Bible stories…. 

E: Andy…. 

A: I’m just saying, we really don’t have all the time in the world. That’s all I’m 
saying. No need to get angry. Annoyed. Cross. Exasperated.  

E: Andy.  

A: Irritated. Irked. Aggrieved. Displeased. Provoked.  

E: Andy! 

A: Just like that! 

E: [long look]  

A: Alright! Ok, so we’re telling a story about calm and chaos. Which are opposites 
but are somehow in the same story.  

E: Would you like to hear the story? 

A: I would.  

E: Wonderful. Alright, so in this story, Jesus has been teaching the crowd that has 
been following him. He often told them stories called parables that taught 
important ideas about living for God.  

A: Ok. I follow so far.  

E: Great. And one night, he has been teaching the crowd near the Sea of Galilee, 
and he is tired, and so he says to his disciples, “Let’s get in the boat and cross to 
the other side.” 

A: So what kind of boat was it? 

E: What kind of boat? 

A: Yeah, what kind of boat? 

E: Well it was a fis…. 

A: No wait, don’t tell me. It was a cruise liner. 
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E: A cruise liner?! 

A: Ok, not a cruise liner. It was a…canoe? 

E: No, Andy, it was a fish…. 

A: A battleship? A trawler? A tugboat? Oh oh! A gondola? [sings] O sole mio! 

E: Andy!  

A: What? 

E: It was a fishing boat! 

A: A fishing boat? 

E: They were fishermen! 

A: Ohhhh, well why didn’t you say so? That makes perfect sense.  

E: Doesn’t it. Anyway, it doesn’t really matter exactly what the boat looked like, 
but it was a small fishing boat. Now, when they got on the boat, Jesus was so 
exhausted that he took a nap.  

A: I could go for a nap right about now.  

E: Uh, not in church.  

A: Why not? He’s napping right now, right back…. [points arm] 

E: Andy! [pulls arm down] Let’s just carry on please. Jesus falls asleep and he 
doesn’t notice when a storm rolls in a little while later. At first, the waves aren’t 
too big, they’re just kind of rocking the boat back…and forth…and back…and 
forth…and back…and…. 

A: I’m gonna be seasick.  

E: Ok, ok. Not here please. And so the storm isn’t too bad at first, but all of a 
sudden it gets quite bad. The winds whip and the waves are making the boat rock 
ba…. 

A: No more simulations, please. 

E: Right. The waves are really causing a lot of trouble for the fishermen. They’re 
splashing up over the boat. In fact, the Bible said that this storm was so bad that 
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they were being swamped. They were in a lot of danger of going under and 
drowning in the violent sea.  

A: That’s bad.  

E: Yes, it was.  

A: Unpleasant. Dreadful.  

E: Yes, Andy.  

A: Nasty. Unwelcome. Unfortunate. Unfavorable.  

E: Ok, Andy. Thanks.  

A: No problem. And so obviously Jesus has woken up by now if the storm is that 
bad? 

E: No, actually he hasn’t.  

A: He hasn’t? 

E: Nope! The Bible specifically says he was still asleep while the storm was going 
on. The disciples actually had to go and wake him up. They were terrified! They 
said to him, “The boat is sinking! Don’t you care?!” 

A: So then what did he do? 

E: He got up and rebuked the wind and waves. Do you know what rebuked 
means, Andy? 

A: Yes. It means to scold. Admonish. Chastise. 

E: Right, exactly.  

A: To reprimand. To criticize.  

E: Ok, Andy, thanks. Yes, it means all those things. That’s what Jesus did to the 
storm. He told it to behave. And instantly the storm stopped! 

A: And it was calm again? 

E: Completely calm. So you see where we have both chaos and calm in this story.  

A: I do.  
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E: Jesus told the disciples that they didn’t need to be afraid, but instead they 
should put their faith in him. And the disciples were in awe. They looked at each 
other and said, “Who is this man, Jesus? Even the wind and the waves obey him!” 

A: Well, he’s God after all. I suppose that makes sense.  

E: Yes, you’re right. Now, Andy, do you want to tell our friends what we can learn 
from our story today?  

A: Yes. Wear your life jacket.  

E: [sigh] Anything else, Andy? 

A: Bring Gravol if you’re prone to seasickness? 

E: No, Andy. Let’s think about what this story can teach us. Do you know we all 
have bad things happen in our lives, that kind of feel like storms? They make us 
scared, nervous, anxious, upset or angry.  

A: Ain’t that the truth.  

E: And you know, we can learn a lot about how to handle storms in our lives by 
looking at how Jesus reacted to this storm.  

A: Really? But that was a real storm with crashing waves! 

E: Yes, it was, but sometimes the bad things in our lives really feel like they’re 
going to swamp us and take us under. Our feelings can feel an awful lot like a real, 
pouring-rain storm.  

A: So what’s the lesson we need to learn? 

E: Well, Jesus was in such a deep sleep that the storm didn’t bother him. He didn’t 
even wake up! 

A: That is a bit odd.  

E: Well, maybe he was just totally exhausted, but he was also teaching us a great 
lesson. When we rest in God’s promises, just like Jesus was sleeping in that boat, 
and we choose to believe that God’s in control of all the details, we get to this 
wonderful, peaceful place in our relationship with God where we aren’t even 
bothered by the storms.  
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A: Really?  

E: Really. It doesn’t mean we like the storm, and we may still wish for it to go 
away, but we have peace all the way through the toughest times when we rest in 
God. Those storms may still be rocking us and crashing all around us, but if we’re 
trusting in God, we know that all of the storms are in his control anyway.  

A: I never thought about that before.  

E: Yeah, it’s a great little lesson to take from that story. Well Andy, we better be 
going.  

A: Hey, I have one more thing to tell our friends.  

E: Ok, go ahead.  

A: Do you want to know the best cure for seasickness? 

E: What’s that, Andy? 

A: Sit under a tree.  

E: Oh boy. Alright, time to go. We’ll see you next time, kids! 

A: Bye! 
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Easter 
This script is adapted from the book “What is Easter?” by Phil Vischer.  

 

E: Good Morning Andy! 

A: Good morning, human.  

E: You have a joke for the kids today? 

A: Yep. Why shouldn’t you tell an egg a joke? 

E: Why? 

A: Because it might crack up.  

E: So, this morning we’re going to talk about the Easter story. Did you remember 
that? 

A: Yep. I sure did. Didn’t you notice I combed my hair for the occasion?  

E: Yes, I did. Nice job Andy. So dare I ask what direction you want to go with this? 

A: Well, I brought some chocolate.  

E: Aw, Andy, you brought me chocolate? 

A: Uh, no, I didn’t say I brought you chocolate. I said I brought chocolate. Which I 
plan on enjoying post haste.  

E: Well, thanks Andy. But, what does this story have to do with chocolate? 

A: Oh, nothing. I just wanted chocolate. I have Peeps, too. You want Peeps?  

E: No, thanks, Andy.  

A: Marshmallow bunnies? 

E: No, thanks Andy.  

A: Jellybeans? 

E: No, Andy, I’m good. We’ve got to get on with our story, today.  

A: Ok, I’m ready to go. But one question before we start.  
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E: Yeah, ok.  

A: Why isn’t it the Easter Chicken? 

E: Huh? 

A: Well, I hear this talk about a fabled rabbit that delivers eggs or hides eggs or 
something like that and…. Listen, I’m not sure if you know this, but bunnies don’t 
lay eggs.  

E: Yeah, I know. And I don’t know why it’s not the Easter Chicken.   

A: And you humans think I’m strange. 

E: Anyway, Andy, the story of Easter has nothing to do with chocolate or bunnies 
or chickens or eggs.  

A: I know that. But actually, human, I wanted to talk a little bit about bunnies and 
eggs this morning, to help kids remember the real reason we’re celebrating today.  

E: Andy, I just told you, the story of Easter has nothing to do with…. 

A: Listen, just go with me, alright. Have I ever let you down before? No, wait, 
don’t answer that. But this is good.  

E: [sigh] Well, alright, Andy, but no monkey business. We’re telling the Easter 
story.  

A: You bet.  

E: Ok. Go ahead.  

A: Alright. So, to begin, we need to start with Christmas.  

E: Wait, what? 

A: We’re going to start with Christmas.  

E: We’re talking about Easter.  

A: And who’s on first.  

E: Andy! 
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A: Listen! We have to go back to Christmas. Because, it was Jesus’ birth that 
started this whole amazing story.  

E: Alright. Well, you seem to be on the right track. Go on.  

A: Kids, when we celebrate Christmas, we’re celebrating the birth of Jesus – He 
was God IN flesh, God WITH us. Now, from the moment Jesus was born, He came 
to bring LIFE. But have you ever noticed that LIFE in nature comes in the SPRING, 
after WINTER? 

E: Andy, now we’re talking about winter.  

A: Precisely.  

E: Ok, Andy. What’s your point? 

A: In spring, new baby chicks hatch from their eggs, and rabbits have their little 
baby bunnies in the spring – LOTS of baby bunnies. In spring, when we see these 
things, we can remember that the whole point of spring is to remind us that Jesus 
came to bring new LIFE. But before He could do that, there was a very sad winter.  

E: Ok, Andy, I see where you’re going. You’re saying that just like winter can feel 
sad, and dark and cold, the first part of the Easter story actually has a lot of “bad 
news” before the good news finally came, aren’t you?  

A: Yeah! 

E: Well, you’re certainly right about that. Just before the Easter story takes place, 
things are pretty amazing in the towns where Jesus is visiting – He’s healing 
people, performing miracles, teaching them and helping them. And then things 
begin to go wrong.  

A: Of course Jesus knew it was going to happen.  

E: Yes, He did, Andy. It was the reason He came. On Easter weekend 2000 years 
ago, Jesus was in Jerusalem. He’d had a meal with his friends that week, and He 
told them that He was going to die – He even took the bread they were eating 
and broke it and said, “My body will be broken like this bread.” And then He took 
the juice they were drinking and said, “Let this juice remind you of my blood, 
which is going to be shed for you, for the forgiveness of your sins.” 

A: Did his friends the disciples understand what was happening? 
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E: Not really. They followed Jesus to a quiet garden to pray, but instead of 
praying, they fell asleep. It was late at night when soldiers arrived to arrest Jesus.  

A: How did the soldiers know where He was? 

E: One of his disciples had betrayed him and told the soldiers where to find him.  

A: That’s awful.  

E: It was, Andy. And the other disciples, do you know what they did as Jesus was 
arrested and taken away? 

A: What did they do? 

E: They ran away.  

A: Jesus must have been sad.  

E: He probably did feel sadness. But He also knew that this was the only way.  

A: What do you mean? 

E: We’ll talk about it more in a minute. Jesus was taken to a kind of court, and 
they treated him horribly all through the night and finally decided that He should 
be put to death.  

A: How could they decide that He should die? What had He done? 

E: The religious leaders were angry with Jesus because they said He was calling 
Himself God.  

A: But He was God! 

E: Right! But the religious leaders wouldn’t believe Him. They wanted to kill him 
instead of take a look at their own mean hearts.  

A: But why didn’t anyone defend Him? 

E: Well, Andy, some did. But it wasn’t enough. But most of all, Jesus allowed this 
to happen. He knew that from the very moment He came to earth as a baby, He 
would end up dying to save us.  

A: What do you mean? 
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E: Well, if you study the Bible a little bit, you’ll discover that whenever there was 
sin, something had to die to pay for it. So in the Old Testament, before Jesus came 
to earth, animals were sacrificed every year to pay for the sins of God’s people, 
Israel.  

A: Animals? 

E: Yeah, animals.  

A: [Gulp] What kinds of animals? 

E: Oh! Uh, sheep, and goats, and birds, mostly.  

A: Phew.  

E: But, Andy, when Jesus died, His death was the ultimate sacrifice. When He 
died, it paid for every sin. Not just every sin of the Israelites living back then, but 
every sin that would ever be committed. By me. By you. That’s why Jesus was 
called “the Lamb of God.” 

A: Wait, are you saying, Jesus was the sacrifice? 

E: Jesus was the sacrifice. Except his death paid for sin once and for all. No more 
animals being killed, no one else ever had to die because of sin – including you 
and me. And now we can have that NEW LIFE you were talking about. Right now, 
and in heaven forever. Jesus paid it all.  

A: Why would he go through all that, just to pay for the sins of people? Some 
people didn’t even like Jesus – then and now! 

E: Love. He loved us that much.  

A: Wow.  

E: Now, just like you said spring comes after winter, there was still some more 
bad news after Jesus was arrested in the garden. Jesus was taken to be crucified 
on a cross, and he did die on the cross that day. His body was taken down several 
hours later, and put in a tomb – a small cave in the rock. And a huge stone was 
rolled in front of the door, just so no one could get in or out – just in case any of 
Jesus’ followers tried to make it look like he came back to life. Now, Andy, I have a 
question. Have you ever had to wait really long for something to happen? 
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A: You mean like when I have to wait really long for you to finish your stories? 

E: Haha, very funny. Well, Jesus’ friends and followers saw Him die, and even 
though He had told them that He would come back to life, many had a hard time 
believing that.  

A: I would too.  

E: Me too. And so it was a long Friday night, and a long Saturday night…it was a 
looooong, sad weekend for Jesus’ followers. And that’s what makes the good 
news in this story even more amazing. On Easter Sunday morning, some of Jesus’ 
friends came to the visit the tomb. But instead of finding a guard standing next to 
a big stone, they found an angel and an open – and empty! – tomb! The angel told 
them, “I know you’re looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for He 
has risen, as He said.” The angel told them to go and tell everyone, and so they 
took off running. Guess who they met on the road? 

A: Who? 

E: Jesus met them on the road.  

A: He did? 

E: He met some of them there, he met some of them in Jerusalem, and he met 
some of them in Galilee and other places. He showed them the scars in his hands 
and feet, and in his side. Even the ones who had trouble believing He could 
possibly be alive had to believe once they saw those mortal wounds in a living 
man.  

A: And then Jesus went to heaven, right? 

E: He did. His mission was accomplished. But he promised us a few things before 
he left.  

A: What? 

E: He promised us that He was going to heaven to prepare a place for us, but that 
he’d be back someday to get us. He promised us that He’d send the Holy Spirit to 
live inside of us. And he also promised that the holy ghost would give us power to 
be witnesses to other people about this amazing truth: Jesus is alive!  

A: After winter, came spring. New life. 
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E: That’s right, Andy. So kids, if you see any marshmallow eggs or chocolate 
bunnies on Easter weekend, I hope you enjoy those treats, and I hope those eggs 
and bunnies also remind you of NEW LIFE – the new life that little baby chicks and 
bunnies bring to our world, and most of all, the new life that Jesus brought to our 
world forever when He died and rose again.  

A: That’s what Easter is all about, Charlie Brown.  

E: It sure is Andy. Thanks for helping me tell the Easter story.  

A: No problem.  

E: Well kids, we’ve gotta get going for today. But we want to wish you all a 
wonderful day and a very Happy Easter! Jesus is alive! 

A: Go tell it on the mountain! 

E: Andy, that’s a Christmas…. Nevermind. 

A: Bye kids! 
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Pentecost 
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning Ethel.  

E: Andy, I told you, my name is not Ethel. 

A: It sounds like Ethel.  

E: It does not.  

A: It does… 

E: Do you have a joke for the kids today? 

A: Sure. What did the slice of bread say to the other slice of bread when he saw 
butter on the table? 

E: What? 

A: We’re toast. 

E: Good one. We’re talking about bread a bit today, did you know that? 

A: I never know what’s going on.  

E: Ain’t that the truth.  

A: Very funny, Ethel. So how are you incorporating bread into the story today?  

E: Well actually there’s a lot of talk of bread in the Bible.  

A: Amen.  

E: Jesus is the Bread of Life, the little boy with the five loaves of bread, and many 
other stories. Because bread was an important part of everyone’s life – they ate it 
every day, basically.  

A: Unless they were on a gluten-free diet.  

E: Uh…sure.  

A: And then they didn’t eat bread.  
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E: Right.  

A: And they were sad.  

E: Andy.  

A: And depressed.  

E: Ok Andy.  

A: Alright!  

E: Anyway, in those days, you didn’t go buy bread from a store. You made bread 
in your home.  

A: I can never get mine to rise…. 

E: Are you using yeast? 

A: Am I using FLEAS? No I don’t put fleas in my bread! 

E: Not fleas, Andy! Yeast!  

A: What’s yeast? 

E: Oh boys. Anyway, people not only made bread in their own home, but they 
grew their own wheat and ground it into flour.  

A: Are you sure this isn’t the story of the Little Red Hen? “Who will help me grind 
the wheat? Who will help me make the bread?” 

E: No, Andy. This isn’t the story of the Little Red Hen. Now, in Israel, there were 
two harvests – an early harvest in the spring, and a later harvest in the fall. And 
because harvest was such an important part of their lives, the Israelites would 
celebrate with a festival, and give thanks to God for providing for them. So today 
we’re going to talk about one of those festivals.  

A: Are you serious? 

E: Yes, I’m serious! 

A: You’re seriously doing a Kids Bible Story on the feasts and festivals? What’s 
next? A study on Leviticus?  
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E: Ah ha ha. This festival that we’re going to talk about is called the Feast of 
Weeks.  

A: WEEKS?! Listen, I don’t know if anyone told you this, but this is a 15 minute 
show.  

E: Oh Andy. Listen, the festival is just the backdrop for the story. It was called the 
Feast of Weeks because it was always held 50 days after the Feast of Firstfruits – 
that was a celebration of the beginning of the barley harvest….  

A: Alright… 

E: Anyway, because the Feast of Weeks was always held 50 days later, and 50 
days is 7 weeks…it was kind of like a “week of weeks,” and so it was called the 
Feast of Weeks.  

A: I feel weak. My brain hurts.  

E: The men in each of the families would actually travel to Jerusalem to be in 
attendance for the celebration. And the priests would offer a sacrifice – two 
loaves of freshly baked bread, made from the newly harvested wheat. 

A: With butter? 

E: No.  

A: You can’t have fresh-baked bread without butter.   

E: Anyway, you probably know it by another name.  

A: Another name? 

E: You probably know it by it’s Greek name. You’ve probably heard of Pentecost.  

A: Oh. Yeah, I guess I have heard of that.  

E: Do you know what Pentecost is? 

A: Yes. It’s a shape with five sides.  

E: Uh, no. That’s a pentagon.  

A: Oh.  

E: Yeah. But Pentecost is the day the church was born! 
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A: Oh.  

E: So the scene is this: Jesus has recently been crucified, and has not only risen 
from the dead, but has risen into the clouds, going back to heaven to prepare a 
place for us. Just before he left, he asked his followers to go into all the world and 
make disciples, and share the good news of the gospel. But he said, “You won’t 
have to do it alone. I’ll send my spirit to help you!” 

A: So then they went to their mailbox to pick up their package? 

E: Uh, not quite. They went and gathered in a room to pray together and wait for 
this Holy Spirit. And guess when they were having this gathering? 

A: Monday? 

E: Not quite…think of the holiday we were just discussing. 

A: Groundhog Day! 

E: No. Guess again.  

A: Black Friday! 

E: Oh boy.  

A: Christmas? Easter? …Cyber Monday? 

E: PENTECOST, ANDY! 

A: Oh. Why didn’t you say so? 

E: Everyone was gathered in Jerusalem for Pentecost. And a bunch of Jesus’ 
disciples were gathered in an upstairs room to pray. And do you know what 
happened? 

A: Eutychus fell out the window.  

E: No, that’s another story.  

A: Oh.  

E: As they were praying, the Bible records that they heard a sound like wind 
beginning to blow.  

A: Are you sure this isn’t the story of Eutychus being blown out the window? 
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E: Eutychus wasn’t blown out the window. He fell asleep. And no, this isn’t that 
story, Andy.  

A: Alright. So wind is blowing.  

E: Well, it sounded like wind. And this sound filled the house where they were. 
And then they saw what looked like fire…. 

A: FIRE!? This story is getting more dangerous by the minute! 

E: Andy! They saw what looked like fire on each person’s head. And they all began 
speaking other languages – it was the Holy Ghost, God’s Spirit, giving them this 
ability. They had just been filled with the Holy Ghost – a spiritual fire that burns 
on the inside. The first way you know you have the Holy Ghost is that you speak in 
another language – God literally takes control over your tongue! 

A: This actually sounds pretty neat. They got, like, their own code language? 

E: Yes! God’s Spirit literally came to live in their hearts, and it was hard for them 
to fully understand what an amazing thing that was – this Holy Ghost living on the 
inside would help them to live the Christian life, and it would also help them to 
pray - in a “secret code” that the devil wouldn’t be able to understand. It’s still 
that way today! God’s Spirit is an amazing gift!  

A: And you get it just by asking for it? 

E: Yes! God wants to give it to us even more than we want it – He just needs us to 
show our earnest desire to be filled. These people had been gathered and praying 
– they were showing God how much they wanted His Spirit.  

A: So what happened then? You said this was during the Feast of Pentagon. 

E: Pentecost.  

A: Right. So what does that feast have to do with it? 

E: Well, remember how I said there were all kinds of people from different 
countries who came to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Weeks…the harvest? 

A: Yes.  

E: Well, all these people were from different countries…. 
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A: You just said that.  

E: …and so they all spoke different languages. So when these newly-filled 
Christians came out into the street speaking in tongues, filled with the Holy Ghost, 
the visitors to Jerusalem heard their own languages. And they knew it wasn’t 
possible that this small group of people from Jerusalem would speak all these 
different languages, and so they asked…how is this possible that we hear you 
speaking in our language? 

A: Well, it was the Holy Ghost doing the talking! 

E: Yes that’s right, but the crowd didn’t know that yet. And so Peter, one of the 
leaders of the group… 

A: Chicken Peter? 

E: Yes, Chicken Peter who denied Jesus three times, that’s right. He stood up and 
said, “Everyone, we’re not crazy like it looks! We’ve just been filled with God’s 
Spirit, and you can have it fill you up too! Here’s what you need to do! Repent of 
your sins! Be baptized in the name of Jesus! And then you can have this Holy 
Ghost too!” 

A: That’s it? Choose to follow God’s way, and be baptized? 

E: That’s it! And then you can be filled with the Holy Ghost! 

A: Sounds easy.  

E: Super easy! So easy it can happen anywhere! Even where you are sitting right 
now.  

A: And the Holy Ghost is literally God living inside of you? 

E: It is.  

A: That would be helpful, you know? 

E: Super helpful.  

A: So did those people listen to Peter? Did they repent? Get baptized? Get filled 
with the Holy Ghost? 
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E: They did! That day about 3000 people were baptized and filled with the Holy 
Ghost! 

A: Talk about a celebration! 

E: Yes, you said it. And that’s the story of Pentecost. The great thing about 
Pentecost is that it’s a story that’s still going on today. God still gives people the 
Holy Ghost.  

A: And it’s super easy to get it.  

E: [nods] And it’s super easy to get it.  

A: And you can celebrate with bread! 

E: Sure. Well, Andy, we better get going for today. But listen, kids, remember that 
God’s Spirit is for everyone! It’s really the best thing ever – it helps you to live a 
Christian life, and it guides you, helps you make decisions, and makes you ready 
for heaven.  

A: And also, bread.  

E: Yes, and also, now Andy’s in the mood for bread.  

A: And tacos.  

E: Well, kids, we’ll see you next time!  

A: Bye for now! 
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Eutychus  
 

E: Good morning, Andy! 

A: Good morning, human! 

E: So, Andy. How are things today? 

A: Things are great; how are things with you? 

E: Things are great with me.  

A: What story are you telling today? 

E: Do you want to guess? 

A: Not really.  

E: Oh, come on, go ahead. Give it your best shot.  

A: Eutychus.  

E: No, Andy, not Eutychu….you really want to hear that story, don’t you? 

A: She catches on eventually.  

E: What’s so fascinating about the story of Eutychus? 

A: It’s funny.  

E: It’s funny.  

A: Teenager falls out the window during church?  

E: To his death.  

A: Minor detail.  

E: Well aren’t you a Caring Carl.  

A: Listen, my name’s Andy, Ethel.  

E: Andy, my name isn’t Ethel.  

A: Hmmm? 
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E: Nevermind. Ok, fine. We can tell the story of Eutychus. Do you know how it 
begins? 

A: Nope.  

E: I see. Ok. Well, Paul…. 

A: Who is Paul? 

E: Oh. Uh, Paul is a man who originally was so against Christians that he agreed 
with putting them to death.  

A: That’s…extreme.  

E: Yes. But then, one day, the Lord blinded Saul…. 

A: I thought his name was Paul.  

E: Oh, yes, sorry. His name was Saul, and then when he became a Christian, he 
changed his name to Paul.  

A: I thought he hated Christians. Now he is a Christian? 

E: Ok. I get it. There’s a lot of confusing details. Let’s begin again. Once upon a 
time in the early days of the church, there was a man named Saul.  

A: Ok.  

E: He hated Christians. He hated them so much he once stood by while one was 
stoned to death.  

A: Horrible.  

E: Absolutely. And then one day, Saul was traveling to Damascus and suddenly he 
was blinded by a bright light.  

A: AHHHH! 

E: What? 

A: I’m just playing the part of Saul.  

E: Oh. …Thanks. Anyway, Saul heard a voice say, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?” And Saul said, “Who are you?” And the voice replied, “I am 
Jesus, the one you’re persecuting.” 



159 
 

A: Whoa.  

E: Yes.  

A: So what did Saul do?  

E: He asked the Lord what He wanted him to do, and Jesus told him to go to the 
city of Damascus. There, Saul met a man named Ananias, who prayed for him – he 
got his sight back and he received the Holy Ghost.  

A: And he changed his name to Paul?  

E: Yeah, basically. He made a complete turnaround, and began preaching about 
Jesus to everyone he met.   

A: So where does Eutychus come in? 

E: Ok. So Paul went on many, many trips to tell others about God. And one time, 
he was staying in Troas.  

A: Everything’s bigger in Troas.  

E: Uh, no, you’re thinking of Texas. Troas was not Texas.  

A: No? 

E: No. Different area of the world entirely. Anyway, Paul is in Troas and it was 
Sunday, and the church in that area got together to hear Paul speak.  

A: And he was long-winded.  

E: Yes, that’s pretty much true. The Bible says that Paul spoke until midnight.  

A: That’s way past my bedtime.  

E: Yes, mine too. Paul was leaving the next day, and, well, I guess he had a lot he 
wanted to get in before he left. The Bible also says that there were many lamps in 
the upper room where they were gathered, so we know that it was dark, and late 
and…. 

A: …and sleepy. [yawn] 
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E: Yes, and sleepy. So, think about being in that room. It’s dark, and it’s late and 
it’s probably warm because of all the lamps and people. And there’s this young 
man named Eutychus.  

A: He falls asleep.  

E: Yes, Andy, he does. But not in a bed or on the floor. He decides to sit in an open 
window, and he falls asleep while sitting there.  

A: Teenagers. All brains.  

E: Well, I mean, it was late and warm…. 

A: Yes, and so the logical place to sit if you’re tired is the OPEN WINDOW.  

E: Well, Andy, it was probably crowded. Maybe it was the only spot left.  

A: Yeah. I suppose. And, I mean, I guess everyone falls asleep in church once in a 
while.  

E: Yeah? 

A: Yeah. And then you have to poke them if they snore. Or you have to get your 
hanky out in case they drool.  

E: Ok, Andy.  

A: And if they start to tip forward you have to be ready to catch them.  

E: Andy.  

A: Or, you can stretch your arm out behind their shoulders in case they drop their 
head back too quickly.  

E: Ok, Andy.  

A: Because the last thing you want is someone getting a concussion in church.  

E: Ok, Andy.  

A: But then I suppose we could pray for healing…. 

E: Andy…. 

A: Isn’t that what happens in this story? Why aren’t you telling the story? 
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E: [long look] 

A: I mean come on…oh. Ok. Carry on.  

E: Thank you. So this young man named Eutychus is sitting on the window ledge, 
and he falls into a deep sleep while Paul is speaking.  

A: And falls to his death.  

E: Uh, yes. Thank you for putting that so eloquently.  

A: You bet.  

E: But yes, you’re right. He is so tired that he literally falls out the window. Now, I 
guess that probably wouldn’t be an issue if you were on the first floor, but they 
were in a three storey building, on the top floor. And Eutychus was dead when 
they reached him.  

A: The end.  

E: What? No, it’s not the end. Paul stopped speaking and went to see Eutychus. 
He took him in his arms and God performed a miracle and brought Eutychus back 
to life. Paul said, “Don’t worry – he’s alive!” They went back upstairs and Paul 
continued speaking.  

A: Determined fellow.  

E: Yes, I guess he really had a lot to share that night. He continued speaking until 
dawn.  

A: I think I probably would have fallen asleep too.  

E: Yes, Andy, I probably would have too. But Eutychus was taken home alive and 
well, and everyone was greatly relieved.  

A: Especially Eutychus.  

E: Yes, especially Eutychus. So, Andy, can you explain the lesson we can learn 
from this story? 

A: Uh, yeah. Don’t fall asleep in church! 

E: Ah, yes. But what else? 
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A: Don’t sit in the balcony.  

E: Uh…. 

A: And definitely don’t sit in the open window in the balcony.  

E: Ok, I was thinking of something else.  

A: Get your rest? 

E: Well, no.  

A: Don’t preach until dawn? Eat your Wheaties? Don’t throw bricks in paper 
houses? 

E: What? No. I mean, I guess all of those are true enough, but I think it’s also 
really special to notice the Paul was so concerned for Eutychus that he stopped 
speaking and went to help.  

A: Even though it was all really Eutychus’s fault for being so dumb and FALLING 
ASLEEP IN AN OPEN WINDOW ON THE THIRD FLOOR! 

E: Yes. Even though it was all Eutychus’s fault. Paul was more concerned about 
the person than he was about preaching. He was more concerned about Eutychus 
than he was about anything else in that moment. That’s what real men and 
women of God are all about. They are not concerned about making a name for 
themselves or having a bunch of followers. They really just want to share Jesus 
with other people.  

A: Sometimes at great length.  

E: Well, I guess there’s just so much good to share, right? 

A: Well, that’s true.  

E: And the story of Eutychus reminds us that, yes, we should pay attention in 
church and certainly not fall asleep. But it can also remind us as Christians that we 
need to be willing to stop everything if there’s a chance to help someone, to share 
the love of God with another person.  

A: Even if that person has done something d-u-m dumb.  

E: Riiight, sure.  
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A: Well, great story. Now, have you noticed the time? 

E: Andy, I’ve been less than fifteen minutes.  

A: Listen, I wouldn’t put it past you to talk past midnight.  

E: Uh huh. And you’d be Eutychus? Fall asleep in the window? 

A: Uh, no. If you’re speaking past midnight, I am bringing my jammies and my 
stuffed hippo and my white noise machine and I am finding a nice cozy corner and 
I am going to be ASLEEP.  

E: Well I appreciate that you’d come.  

A: I don’t exactly have much say in where you take me.  

E: I see. Well, anyway! Kids, we’re going to sign off for today. But we want to tell 
you one thing before we go.  

A: Don’t fall asleep in open windows! 

E: I was gonna say, “Have a great day!” But sure, that, too.  

A: Ah. Well, both necessary and encouraging words.  

E: See ya later kids! 

A: Bye for now! 
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Earthquake in Prison 
 

E: Good morning, Andy.  

A: Good morning, human.  

E: And how are you today.  

A: I’m awesome, as per usual.  

E: Well that’s great, Andy. Do you have any jokes for our friends today? 

A: Sure. Why did God create man before woman? 

E: Why, Andy? 

A: Because he didn’t want any advice on how to do it.  

E: [long look] 

A: What? Come on, you know there’s truth in that. Oh, I got another.  

E: Oh, do tell.  

A: What time of day was Adam created? 

E: What time? 

A: A little before Eve. [pause] So funny. 

E: What Bible story are we telling today, Andy? 

A: Don’t you know? 

E: Yes, I know. I just thought maybe you’d like to tell our friends.  

A: Well, alright. You tell me what story we’re telling and I’ll tell our friends.  

E: [sigh] Ok. We’re telling a story about a song…. 

A: Really long? No, no, no, you need to shorten up, not go long. 

E: No, Andy, not really long, a song. We’re telling a story about a song, an 
earthquake…. 
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A: A big snake?? 

E: Earthquake!! A song, an earthquake, and a scared jailor.  

A: A scared tailor? 

E: Jailor, Andy! Do you have a problem with your ears this morning? 

A: [not hearing] 

E: Andy! 

A: Hmmm? 

E: Do you have a problem with your ears? 

A: No, I don’t have any kitchen shears. Why do you ask? 

E: Oh, nevermind. Alright. So, in this story, two of the leaders of the early church – 
Paul and Silas – had been preaching and teaching in a city, Phillipi.  

A: Yes, I’d love a piece of pie. Apple is my favourite, but pumpkin is a close 
second.  

E: No, Andy, they were teaching in Phillipi. It was a city. Anyway, while they were 
there, some people decided Paul and Silas were causing too much trouble, 
disrupting their regular lives and routines, and they ganged up against them and 
had them thrown in prison.  

A: Prison?!? 

E: Yes, they were thrown into prison.  

A: Well this story is off to a fine start.  

E: While they were in prison, do you know what they did? 

A: Played Go Fish? 

E: No.  

A: Old Maid? 

E: No, Andy. They…. 

A: Played Jacks! 
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E: No.  

A: Marbles? Hopscotch? 

E: No, Andy, nothing like that.  

A: Oh.  

E: They prayed. And they sang praises to God.  

A: Really? 

E: Yeah.  

A: But they were in prison.  

E: That’s right.  

A: Wow.  

E: Yeah. I don’t know if I’d be singing if I was in prison, but it was a wonderful 
thing. They were definitely focusing on God that day, and not their problems, 
weren’t they? 

A: Ain’t that the truth.  

E: And the Bible says that the other prisoners were listening to them. And so was 
the jailor, I imagine. He’d been told to guard them very carefully so no one broke 
them out in the middle of the night.  

A: What were they singing? 

E: Well, the Bible doesn’t say exactly, but we know it was songs of praise to God.  

A: Do you want to know my favourite worship song? 

E: Uh, sure, I guess.  

A: The Great Speckled Bird.  

E: …really? 

A: No.  

E: Oh, Andy.  

A: We could stop to sing a worship song here.  
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E: Uh, why don’t we leave that to the worship team? 

A: No, no, we can do it. Watch what I can do. “Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah!” 
[holds out hand to audience for response; continue song] 

E: Very nice, Andy.  

A: Yes, it was. [to audience] Thank you, humans. Ok, now, where were we? 

E: Paul and Silas were singing.  

A: Yes, my ears are kind of ringing, some of those humans are really loud.  

E: No, no, Andy, Paul and Silas. They were singing.  

A: Oh right! 

E: And the Bible says that around midnight, while they were singing and praying, 
there was a great earthquake! 

A: A milkshake!? 

E: Earthquake, Andy! 

A: Oh.  

E: And the foundation of the prison shook, and all the chains on the prisoners 
came loose, and all the doors opened! 

A: Really?  

E: Yes! And then the jailor woke up and saw all the doors opened, and he was so 
upset, because he thought all the prisoners had escaped. He knew if that was 
true, he was going to be in big trouble with his boss. And so he was about to harm 
himself when Paul shouted: “Don’t! We’re all still in here!” 

A: What were they still doing there?? I’d be out of there! 

E: Well, I think Paul and Silas were listening to God – they were in tune with what 
the Lord was wanting them to do. They could have run immediately, but then this 
next part of the story would have never happened. You see, that jailor knew he’d 
just seen a miracle. And so he actually came into their cell and said, “What should 
I do to be saved?”  
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A: And Paul and Silas didn’t say, “Could we talk this over elsewhere?” 

E: No, Andy, they didn’t. They realized that the most important thing in that 
moment was to show that man the way to Jesus, the way to heaven. And so that 
was what they were most concerned about in that moment. More than being 
free, they wanted to show this man the way to be free forever.  

A: So what happened to the jailor? What happened to Paul and Silas? 

E: Well, that jailor and his whole household were baptized that same night, and 
Paul and Silas shared Jesus with them. And Paul and Silas…well, the next morning 
the rulers decided they’d let them go after all, so they were free.  

A: Figures.  

E: You see, Andy, just like your ears have been kind of blocked today, sometimes 
it’s hard to hear God’s voice if we have too much else going on in our lives and 
our heads. We don’t even really notice what He’d like us to do, sometimes. But 
when we just focus on God – like Paul and Silas were doing that night by singing 
and praying – we can hear him much more clearly.  

A: I love you dearly, too.  

E: No, Andy, hear more clearly.  

A: Oh.  

E: Do you know what else…? 

A: What? 

E: Paul and Silas spent a really rotten night in jail, and they could have been really 
annoyed by that, but God used that one night when they were in jail to save that 
jailor and his household. They probably would have never been saved if Paul and 
Silas hadn’t been put in jail that night.  

A: That’s true, I never thought of that. It’s like God used that bad situation they 
were in to help someone else.  

E: That’s right, Andy. That’s exactly what he did. God is amazing like that. Working 
everything out in the end when we allow him to have control. Well, we’re out of 
time for today, would you like to say goodbye? 
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A: Sure, I like tie dye. Awful messy though.  

E: No, An….nevermind. Friends, we’ll see you next time. [nudge Andy] 

A: Oh. Why didn’t you say so? Bye for now! 

 

 


